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The Folding of Liberal Government:
Contract Governance and the

Transformation of the 
Public Service in Canada 

Daniel O’Connor and Suzan Ilcan*

Despite renewed interest in the Schmittian problematic of the
exception as the constitutive principle of the political, the full sig-
nificance of Schmitt’s political philosophy remains underesti-
mated. Starting from Schmitt’s account of the relation between
the constituted order and its constitutive principle, the decision
on exception.

Canada’s shift to contract governance, as we call the new technol-
ogy being adopted in several Western countries, reflects tendencies
within advanced liberalism to govern through freedom rather than
through society1—or, more specifically, to govern through tech-
nologies of agency. This article, with the aim of analyzing the gov-
ernance of the working relations involved in the provision of public
services in Canada, examines changes in the provision of Canada’s
public services.

The current regime in Canada, whose ideas formed against a
background of the problematization of previous attempts at gov-
erning service-delivery work and expertise, aims to promote flexi-
bility in the management of service-delivery functions, thereby
overcoming the perceived rigidities and closures associated with
the management of these services under liberal welfare. Central to
the promotion of flexibilities in these areas is the increasing use of
contracts as a technology of governance.
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The Scripting of Private Jessica Lynch:
Biopolitics, Gender, and the

“Feminization” of the U.S. Military

Véronique Pin-Fat and Maria Stern*

Supplementing the insights of Georgio Agamben with feminist
research contributions, this article develops a biopolitical reading
of the debate surrounding the “feminization” of the U.S. military.
We argue that an examination of the role gender plays in myths of
sacrifice reveals that the military is already fully “feminized.” Crit-
ical engagement with the scripting of Jessica Lynch re-introduces
the political to the question of military sacrifice by rendering its
impossibility conspicuous. Keywords: Gender, war, politics, iden-
tity, U.S. military.

I’m an American soldier, too.
—U.S. Army Private Jessica D. Lynch

Private Jessica D. Lynch1 became what many have referred to as a
“modern American war myth,” an “icon” of the U.S.-led war on
Iraq.2 Her experiences of being captured, held as a prisoner of war,
and dramatically rescued from an Iraqi hospital by U.S. Special
Operations forces can be read as the scripting of a war hero(ine)-
in-the-making.3 For many in the United States in particular, Lynch
became a symbol of the righteousness of the U.S. “War on Terror,”
of “American values,” of modern femininity.4 Oliver North, for
example, remarked that “the rescue of Private Lynch is a story
from which the critics can learn a lesson. It is a story about the
value of life and how the world’s most powerful military employs its
extensive resources and risks its most elite forces to save and rescue
a single soldier—because they view every life as precious.”5
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Blair’s Africa: 
The Politics of Securitization and Fear 

Rita Abrahamsen*

Prime Minister Tony Blair has described Africa as a “scar on the
conscience of the world.” This article argues that New Labour’s
increasing attention to Africa is part of an ongoing securitization
of the continent; interactions with Africa are gradually shifting
from the category of “development/humanitarianism” toward a
category of “risk/fear/threat” in the context of the “war on ter-
rorism.” The securitization of Africa has helped legitimize this
“war on terrorism,” but has very little to offer for Africa’s devel-
opment problems. Keywords: Africa, securitization, development,
New Labour, war on terrorism.

At the Labour Party Conference that followed shortly after the al-
Qaeda attacks of September 11, 2001, UK Prime Minister Tony
Blair delivered what is widely perceived as one of the most impor-
tant—and also most powerful—speeches of his political career.
With the televized images of the collapsing Twin Towers still
etched on people’s minds, the speech expressed the prime minis-
ter’s hope that “out of the shadows of . . . evil should emerge last-
ing good” and outlined his vision of a new, reordered world
founded on justice and “the equal worth of all.”1

Central to the construction of this new world order was Blair’s
renewed promise to help Africa. “The state of Africa,” he declared,
“is a scar on the conscience of the world.” In his characteristic,
almost-messianic style, Blair assured his audience that the scar
could be healed “if the world as a community focused on it.” This
would entail a much more interventionist role for Britain and what
he called the “international community,” and Blair portrayed the
new world order as one where the United Kingdom was always
ready to defend human rights and democracy in Africa. Thus, he
told his audience, “if Rwanda happened again today as it did in
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X/Xs:
Toward a General Theory

of the Exception

Sergei Prozorov*

Despite renewed interest in the Schmittian problematic of the
exception as the constitutive principle of the political, the full sig-
nificance of Schmitt’s political philosophy remains underesti-
mated. Starting from Schmitt’s account of the relation between
the constituted order and its constitutive principle, the decision
on exception, this article outlines a broader discursive space that
is here called the political ontology of exceptionalism and articu-
lates three theses that describe the ways in which all forms of
order are constituted, sustained, and undermined by various func-
tions of the exception. Keywords: exception, sovereignty, decision,
the political, transgression.

It has become customary to observe that, in the complexity of cur-
rent political developments united under such rubrics as global-
ization, regionalization, postmodernity, or advanced liberalism, the
“normal” and “stable” political, economic, or social orders are
undermined and dissolved in the proliferation of “exceptional”
events that effect a permanent crisis of governability, the modern
state, sovereignty, democracy, and so on. Exceptionalism appears to
be the name both for the overall state of affairs in various fields at
various levels in world politics and, more ominously, for the politi-
cal strategy of responding to these challenges through a unilateral
policy course that does not shun recourse to violence bypassing
conventional international legal and consultative mechanisms.1

In contemporary political philosophy, this crisis has found a
striking explication in Giorgio Agamben’s claim about the excep-
tion (the “sovereign ban”) being inherent to modern politics and
presently so bursting open the political space that the state of
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