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Locating Cosmopolitan Democracy 
in the Theory-Praxis Nexus

Eşref Aksu*

This article seeks to contextualize the concept of cosmopoli-
tan democracy. Following a brief account of cosmopolitan
thought as it relates to the idea of democracy, it focuses more
closely on David Held’s work over the last two decades. It then
examines the role of the theory-praxis nexus in the parallel
development of democratic theory and democratic practice at
the global level. Held’s work on cosmopolitan democracy
reminds us that theory may prove useful even when it has to
remain detached from existing practice for a long time for the
simple reason that democratization on massive scales (more
specifically, democratization of global governance) may have
to benefit from possibilities rather than actualities. KEYWORDS:
cosmopolitanism, democracy, global governance, globaliza-
tion, world order

In the fourth century B.C., when asked where he was from, Diogenes
of Sinope famously replied, “Cosmopolites eimi” (“I am a citizen of the
world”). This statement is usually taken as the first-ever formulation
of the elusive notion that we call cosmopolitanism. Cosmos, in ancient
Greece, signified the idea of a universal order of things as much as
the world; and polis implied a general sense of communal belonging
as well as inclusion in a political system. It is not surprising, given
these multiple connotations, that cosmopolitanism has acquired dif-
ferent (at times vastly different) meanings, both in analytical and nor-
mative terms.1 What is surprising is that, on the contrary, the famous
formulation of Diogenes is usually acknowledged or cited without any
reference whatsoever to his overall philosophical attitude, which pro-
vides plenty of food for thought to contextualize his utterance.
Diogenes, it should be remembered, was the archetypal “outsider” of
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Liberalism and the Use of Force: 
Core Themes and 

Conceptual Tensions

B. K. Greener*

Since the mid-1980s, a number of authors have asserted that
there is a special kind of relationship between democratic
states; or that liberalism promotes peaceful relations between
liberal states; or that there exists a hierarchy of states in inter-
national society with liberal states at the apex of that hierar-
chy. Many of these theories touch on issues of liberalism, lib-
eral states, and the use of military force. Yet they still do not
directly address the key question of: when, and for what ends,
liberals believe that military force may be used. An implicit
intimation is often made that there is a monolithic liberal
approach to the use of force. In contrast, this article identifies
a variety of contemporary liberal views on this topic and
argues that these depend upon the priority given to values
such as those of tolerance and consent versus progress and
civility, or those of cosmopolitanism versus communitarian-
ism. On this basis, the article examines the liberal options for
the use of force that can be justified in different ways by these
different values, from self-defense to the creation of liberal
entities, depending upon which liberal values predominate.
KEYWORDS: liberalism, force 

Liberals have declared themselves averse to war and yet have waged it
with “uncommon zeal.”1 Though mistrustful of “the man on horse-
back,” liberals also admit that military forces might be necessary to
protect liberal states and societies, and some suggest that such forces
may even be used to advance liberal aims. This article explores these
paradoxes by asking for what ends liberals support the use of military
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Precarity Unbound

Nancy Ettlinger*

Departing from tendencies to bound precarity in particular
time periods and world regions, this article develops an
expansive view of precarity over time and across space.
Beyond effects of specific global events and macroscale struc-
tures, precarity inhabits the microspaces of everyday life. How-
ever, people attempt to disengage the stress of precarious life
by constructing the illusion of certainty. Reflexive denial of
precarious life entails essentialist strategies that implicitly or
explicitly classify and homogenize people and phenomena,
legitimize the constructed boundaries, and in the process aim
at eliminating difference and possibilities for negotiation; the
tension between these goals and material realities helps
explain misrepresentations that can be catastrophic at multi-
ple scales, re-creating precarity. Reactions to 9/11 by the Bush
administration represent a case in point of reflexive denial of
precarity through strategies that created illusions of certainty
with deleterious results. Normatively, the paradox of precari-
ous life and reflexive denials prompts questions as to how
urges for certainty in the context of precarity might be con-
structively channeled. the author approaches this challenge in
the final section by drawing from a nexus of concerns about
post-Habermasian radical democracy, individual thought and
feeling, and network dynamics. Whereas Hardt and Negri
reverse the direction of the Foucauldian concept of biopower
from top-down to bottom-up, the author draws from Fou-
cault’s concept of governmentality in relation to resistance to
imagine a cooperative politics operating within as well as
across scales. KEYWORDS: precarity, human condition, war on
terror, governmentality, scale, resistance
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Shock, Therapy, and 
Postcommunist Transitions

Anca Pusca*

This article explores how the concept of shock has been used
in connection to processes of social change and transition,
and argues that a wider exploration of the concept in fields
other than political science and international relations can
provide us with important insights into the individual and col-
lective impacts of transitions. Although criticizing the idea of
shock as therapy, the article presents a number of alternative
uses of shock that can be particularly insightful for under-
standing often contradictory behaviors that characterize peri-
ods of transition, as well as a series of dangerous conse-
quences of attempts to deal with shock through various
techniques of distancing, distraction, and normalization. KEY-
WORDS: shock therapy, social change, postcommunism, nor-
malization

In Saint Petersburg, Yevgenia Popova is reviving the old medical prac-
tice of shock therapy, with notable success. The process is aimed at
treating people suffering from stress and various phobias, and
involves the administration of a series of electric shocks that force the
person to increase their ability to lower the physical effects of the
shock through their own power of concentration. The effects of the
electric shock are represented on a screen by a series of oscillating
lines that, as Popova explains, “a person can consciously calm or
straighten.” She argues that “once this has been achieved, the indi-
vidual’s chances of accomplishing any given task in everyday life or at
work increase significantly.”1

In economics, a different form of “shock therapy” was used to
treat the emerging postcommunist societies. The term was used to
describe a series of painful economic reform processes that involved
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