
Abstracts

Alternatives
Global, Local, Political

Volume 32 Number 4 Oct.–Dec. 2007

 



Movement in the Key Concepts of
International Relations

Risto Wallin*

The purpose of this article is to present many solid reasons
to carry out a study of the topics related to the construction
of world-unity and world-citizenship vocabularies through
the methods of conceptual history. The scrutiny of the his-
torical foundations of the UN world-unity vocabulary is not
very helpful in itself, but in order to understand the histori-
cal dimensions of the present, the study of the historical
foundations of world-unity structures represents a very use-
ful starting point, since those world-unity structures still con-
stitute a fundamental part of the current framework of inter-
national relations; and it will be no less useful to make
visible the conceptual structures related to the use of time
layers in political narration since they are key elements of
almost all future-oriented political narratives. Keywords:
Conceptual movement, political vocabulary, international
relations, Kosselleck

It would be too much for any single study to claim that only since the
founding of the United Nations has it become possible to view the
world as a single political unit.  Since the 1940s, the United Nations
has represented political hopes predicated on various appeals to a
“world cosmos.” Since the end of the 1980s, it has been widely argued
that the concepts, narratives, and arguments used to examine inter-
national relations have shifted from a diplomatic relations among
states to cosmopolitan understandings of law, world unity, and a new
global “governmentality.” My purpose in this article is not to make
such grand claims about the character or analysis of international
relations (IR) and its possible foundations; rather, I want to argue
that claims about “paradigm change” are best approached through
the methods of conceptual history. 
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Speaking Rights to Theory

P. A. Hayman*

The status of constructivism as an open and accommodating
intellectual approach is at odds with its aim of becoming the
most appropriate site for a theory-practice synthesis. As an
exemplar of the social concern that forms the ontology of
constructivism, human rights is well placed to provide the
context of a critique. More often than not, human rights are
taken to be an unreliable variable within differently conceived
international political schema. It is now an appropriate time
to look again at the opportunities that human rights offers in
establishing the cohesion of constructivism. Challenging the
limitations of preconceived notions of social knowledge, the
focus of the article will be on the human-rights side of the
equation; namely, its features as a universal and its manifesta-
tion as a power, and what they tell us about the requirements
for “becoming theory.” Keywords: international theory, con-
structivism, human rights, universalism, power, change

The holist principles of constructivism have not endeared it to all
corners of the international relations (IR) academy. Some not unre-
alistically would have it on a confrontational footing with “establish-
ment” or orthodox systems. Imagining how it might develop in order
to gain credence in a theoretical sense (or for a wider base of schol-
ars to talk with confidence about this prospect) is a useful exercise in
probing the limits and functionality of what we call IR theory. Taking
this idea as a place to begin, the next step is to assume that con-
structivism must surpass its current divisiveness, as the process of
becoming theory is marked most notably by a coherent methodology
required for a subsequently clearer and defensible position a histor-
ically consistent template throughout general paradigm shifts,1
regardless of which a disciplinary strand or strands gain majority sup-
port in the future.2
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“Can the Subaltern Be Heard?”:
Political Theory, Translation,

Representation, and 
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak 

J. Maggio*

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak’s essay “Can the Subaltern
Speak?”questions the notion of the colonial (and Western)
“subject” and provides an example of the limits of the ability
of Western discourse, even postcolonial discourse, to interact
with disparate cultures. This article suggests that these limits
can be (partially) overcome. Where much commentary on
Spivak focuses on her reading of Marx through the prism of
Derrida, and on her contention that the “native informant”is
simultaneously created and destroyed, I contends that Spi-
vak’s terms of engagement always imply a liberal-independent
subject that is actively speaking. Moreover, given the limits of
understanding implied by Spivak’s essay, I advocate a reading
of culture(s) based on the assumption that all actions offer a
communicative role, and that one can understand cultures by
translating the various conducts of their culture. On this basis
I argue that the title of Spivak’s essay might be more accu-
rately stated as “Can the Subaltern Be Heard?” Keywords:
Spivak, postcolonial, culture, translation, political theory

Along with Edward Said’s Orientalism, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak’s
essay “Can the Subaltern Speak?” is probably the most influential
work in the field of postcolonial theory.1 Its impact has spanned
“across the disciplines of history, anthropology, sociology, literary
studies, women studies and cultural studies, amongst others.”2 In her
famous essay, Spivak questions the notion of the colonial (and
Western) “subject.”  She argues that European intellectuals have
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Dadaism and the Peace Differend

Oliver P. Richmond*

This experimental essay attempts to show how alternative
methods and approaches are valuable in interrogating the
ways in which orthodox theories of international relations
(IR) approach peace. Drawing on a broad variety of critical
traditions, it seeks to encourage the development of creative
and experimental interdisciplinary approaches as well as to
underline the deficiencies of more instrumentalist theories
and methods. It especially tries to show how eclectic and
experimental theories and methods produce sophisticated
insights that are capable of reorienting analysis so as to
respond to dynamics that must be understood if sustainable
and multiple variations of peace are to emerge. Keywords:
Dadaism, peace, differend, international relations, experi-
mental eclecticism

The life we led, our follies and our deeds of heroism, our provo-
cations, however “polemical” and aggressive they may have been,
were all part of a tireless quest for an anti-art, a new way of think-
ing, feeling, and knowing.—Hans Richter, Dada: Art and Anti-Art1

Is IR theory antipeace? Certainly, for a long period any notion of
peace has been submerged behind the debates about states, sover-
eignty, institutions, norms, identity, and representation.2 On the
institutionalization of this discipline after World War I it was hoped
it would help discover a postwar peace dividend, especially through
idealist and, later, liberal approaches. Whether this occurred is
debatable. Certainly, orthodox analyses of international relations
have failed in this respect, although they have been instrumental in
developing a liberal discourse of peace since 1945, albeit one that
has been as an expression of Western interests, rationalism, and cul-
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