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Transformation of Japan’s 
Civil Society Landscape

Mary Alice Haddad

Japan’s civil society is being transformed as more people volunteer for advo-
cacy and professional nonprofit organizations. In the US context, this trend has
been accompanied by a decline in participation in traditional organizations.
Does the rise in new types of nonprofit groups herald a decline of traditional
volunteering in Japan? This article argues that while changes in civil rights, po-
litical opportunity structure, and technology have also taken place in Japan,
they have contributed to the rise of new groups without causing traditional or-
ganizations to decline, because Japanese attitudes about civic responsibility
have continued to support traditional volunteering.

KEYWORDS: citizenship, civil society, democracy, Japan, nonprofit organiza-
tion, volunteering

Japan’s civil society has undergone a profound transformation during
the last decade. In 1995 an unprecedented 1.2 million volunteers from

around the country descended on the Kobe-Osaka area after a devas-
tating earthquake killed more than 6,000 people. In honor of their ef-
forts, the Japanese government declared 1995 the Year of the Volunteer.
Three years later, the Nonprofit Organization (NPO) Law passed the
Diet by unanimous vote, overhauling the legal foundation of Japan’s
nonprofit sector by significantly easing restrictions on the incorpora-
tion of nonprofit organizations. Building on this enthusiasm, the Japa-
nese government spearheaded the UN’s designation of the year 2001 as
the International Year of the Volunteer. In that year, nearly 6,000 orga-
nizations had become incorporated through the new NPO Law, and 32
million Japanese reported volunteering, up from only 4 million ten
years earlier.1
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Global Competition 
and Technology Standards: 

Japan’s Quest for Techno-Regionalism

Hidetaka Yoshimatsu

This article examines Japan’s evolving commitments to technology develop-
ment and technology diffusion in Asia. It explores Japan’s technology strate-
gies in three areas—Internet protocol, open source software, and horology—
focusing on the importance of technology standards. The development and
diffusion of technology standards has become one of the core elements in es-
tablishing industrial competitiveness. The importance of technology standards
encouraged the Japanese government and firms to pursue a regional policy to
develop and diffuse new technological ideas and standards in Asia. Japan’s
commitments were accepted by its neighbors because they could obtain vari-
ous benefits from collaboration with Japan, such as technological exchanges,
technology transfer, and financial aid.

KEYWORDS: Japan, Asia, technology policy, Internet protocol, open source soft-
ware, horology

The Japanese economy and Japanese industry experienced a decade-
long recession in the 1990s. The collapse of the bubble economy

in the early 1990s led to a sharp decline in stock and land prices. Fi-
nancial turmoil due to nonperforming loans impeded a return to
growth, and bankruptcies and unemployment rose to historical levels.
The keiretsu networks, which were regarded as the base of Japanese
business strength, eroded over the course of the decade.

Given the gradual decline in economic performance and overall in-
dustrial competitiveness, the Japanese government and firms intensi-
fied a strategy to utilize core industrial competencies for the revitaliza-
tion of the Japanese economy. Japanese industry retained a competitive
edge in digital consumer products, car navigation systems, nanotech-
nology, and a number of other areas. A critical strategy in these and
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Democratization and the 
US–South Korean Alliance

Dong Sun Lee

This article explains why, in the wake of South Korea’s democratization, the
US–Republic of Korea alliance has suffered a steady decline while avoiding an
abrupt collapse. The author argues that democratization weakened this asym-
metric alliance by increasing the political influence of nationalism in South
Korea. New South Korean democratic elites, subscribing to nationalist ideals,
demanded an autonomous, equal relationship with the United States regardless
of the de facto power disparity between the two countries. These elites also
deemphasized the security threat from North Korea—with which they perceived
a shared national identity—and adopted an unconditional engagement policy
with that nation. The United States, in turn, resented the apparently unrealistic
policies of these elites and showed a decreased interest in the alliance. Democ-
ratization, however, did not cause an abrupt end to the alliance, for two reasons.
First, North Korea’s military strength preserved a significant strategic need in
South Korea for allied support. Second, as the result of a measured transition
process, old pro-alliance elites in South Korea retained enough political clout to
proscribe a radical shift in foreign policy away from the alliance with the United
States, while new elites had opportunities to reconcile their nationalist ideals
with strategic realities.

KEYWORDS: democratization, alliance, nationalism, Korea, United States

Since the Republic of Korea (ROK) began its journey toward de-
mocracy in the mid-1980s, its alliance with the United States has

experienced considerable frictions. This democratizing South Korea has
demanded a more autonomous, equal relationship with its former liber-
ator and has actively engaged with the alliance’s traditional adversary—
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). In response,
Washington has frequently expressed its displeasure with Seoul’s appar-
ently assertive and uncoordinated foreign policies.

These developments are striking yet hardly unique. For example,
the newly democratized Philippines similarly demanded autonomy
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