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5TH EDIT ION

Comparative Politics of the Global South: 
Linking Concepts and Cases
December Green and Laura Luehrmann
Praise for the previous editions:

“This book outshines any other text I have seen.... The authors do a wonderful
job of synthesizing a great deal of information and presenting it in terms that
should engage an audience of undergraduates.” —Dwight Hahn,

John Carroll University

“The writing style is lively and the detail is impressive.... another welcome 
innovation is the welding together of the discussion of key issues with the eight 
country cases.” —Ross Burkhart, Boise State University

D ecember Green and Laura Luehrmann show
how history, economics, and politics converge

to create the realities of life in the Global South.
In this new edition, the authors continue to

offer an innovative blend of theory and empiri-
cal material as they introduce the politics of
what was once called the “third world.” They
consistently link theoretical concepts to a set of
eight contemporary case studies: China, Egypt,
Indonesia, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, and
Zimbabwe.

A central theme throughout the new edition
is how the Covid-19 pandemic has worked as a
hinge event—accelerating troubling trends and
amplifying longstanding socioeconomic and
political problems.

Other features of the fifth edition include:
• Thoroughly revised chapters on economic

and development issues.
• An update on regime transitions and the

rise of authoritarianism.
• Analysis of the status of conflict, terrorist

movements, and weapons proliferation.
• An expanded discussion of populism and

nationalism in both the economic and
political spheres.

• A comparison of the range of experiences
and responses to the pandemic.
The result is a text that has been successfully

designed to challenge students’ preconceptions,
arouse their curiosity, and foster critical thinking.

December Green and Laura Luehrmann
are professors of political science at Wright
State University.

C O N T E N T S
• Comparing and Defining an Interdependent World. 
HISTORICAL LEGACIES. 
• Precolonial History: What Once Was, and 

Why It Matters. 
• Colonialism and Resistance: 

Gold, God, and Glory. 
• Linking Concepts and Cases. 
ECONOMIC REALITIES. 
• The Global Economy: What the Pandemic Reveals. 
• Aid, Trade, and Debt: Contending Views 

on Development. 
• Linking Concepts and Cases. 
POLITICS AND POLITICAL CHANGE. 
• Civil Society Takes on the State. 
• Linking Concepts and Cases. 
• Violence: The Call to Arms. Linking Concepts 

and Cases. 
• Democracy: Reform, Reconfiguration, 

or Disintegration? 
• Authoritarianism’s Appeal: Why Now? 
• Linking Concepts and Cases. 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
• Sovereignty and the Role of International

Organizations. 
• Confronting Global Challenges. 
• The Global South and the United States: 

Friends or Foes? 
• Linking Concepts and Cases. 
CONCLUSION. 
• Looking Forward: Responses to Interdependence.

August 2022/ca. 530 pages
ISBN: 978-1-955055-55-0 pb $38.50/£31.50

Australia: A$59.40
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6TH EDIT ION

Comparative Politics: 
Exploring Concepts and Institutions Across Nations
Gregory S. Mahler
Praise for the previous editions:

“This is the quintessential introduction to comparative politics. It provides a
sophisticated foundation of institutional analysis, respects historical influences,
and above all, carefully focuses on the key mechanisms that drive politics in the
contemporary world.” —Gerhard Peters, Citrus College

“Clearly written and intelligently organized, this is a comprehensive and well-informed
overview of the structures and actors at the center of politics in countries around the
world. It is a perfect text for introductory courses in comparative politics!”

—Mark Tessler, University of Michigan

A mong the many tools available for teaching
comparative politics, Gregory Mahler’s text

stands out for its unique exploration of concepts,
structures, and illustrative cases.

The first part of the book, after setting the
stage with a discussion of comparison as a
method of inquiry, focuses on the core institu-
tions that affect politics within nations, as well
as on political behavior and civil society. In Part
2, those same topics are systematically revisited
as they interact in the context of nine detailed,
up-to-date (through 2018) country studies.

This well-integrated, cross-national, and
accessible approach serves perfectly to provide
students with the tools and perspectives that
they need to better understand the diverse
political systems of today’s world. 

Gregory S. Mahler is academic dean
emeritus and research professor of politics at
Earlham College.

C O N T E N T S
• Comparative Political Analysis: An Introduction. 
THE STRUCTURES OF POLITICS. 
• Constitutions. 
• Legislatures. 
• Executives. 
• Judiciaries. 
• Political Behavior and the Political Environment. 
• The Institutions of Civil Society. 
COUNTRY STUDIES. 
• China. 
• France. 
• Germany. 
• India. 
• Kenya. 
• Mexico. 
• Russia. 
• The United Kingdom. 
• The United States. 

2019/504 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-790-5 pb $49.95/£39.95

Australia: A$77
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3RD EDIT ION

Doing Comparative Politics: 
An Introduction to Approaches and Issues
Timothy C. Lim

“Covering basic theoretical approaches in the field and then applying them to
specific cases or questions, this text helps students to see how theory is actually
used in practice.” —Michael Baun, Valdosta State University

Praise for the previous editions:

“A concise, accessible and well-organized approach suitable for both under-
graduate and graduate courses.... Doing Comparative Politics puts students in the driver’s 
seat as they apply what they learn to timely, substantive debates in political science.”

—Nicholas Spina, Edgewood College

“Unlike most other texts in comparative politics that focus on country cases, Lim’s valuable
book gives students the skills to become critical thinkers and to actually DO comparative
politics themselves.” —Claudio Holzner, University of Utah

“Superbly demonstrates how comparativists use theory to grapple with important questions.
Undergraduate and graduate students alike will find this engaging and well-structured
text useful.... Most important, Lim makes abstract concepts accessible in ways that are
neither patronizing nor trivial.” —Laura Luehrmann, Wright State University

T his systematic, user friendly, and refreshingly
unusual introduction to comparative politics

has not only been updated and refined in the
third edition, but also fully revised to reflect
the impact of major new developments in
world politics.

Designed to teach students how to think
comparatively and theoretically about the
world they live in, the book is organized
around a set of critical questions—why are
poor countries poor? why is East Asia relative-
ly prosperous? what makes a democracy? how
can we explain terrorism and genocide? what
leads people to mobilize around a cause?—
each the topic of a full chapter. These issue
chapters are based on the solid methodological
and theoretical foundation laid out in the first
part of the book, and the entire text is enhanced
with case studies and graphics.

Timothy C. Lim is professor of political
science at California State University, 
Los Angeles.

C O N T E N T S
• Getting Into Comparative Politics. 
DOING COMPARATIVE POLITICS. 
• Comparing to Learn, Learning to Compare.
• Thinking Theoretically in Comparative Politics. 
THE QUESTIONS. 
• Why Are Poor Countries Poor? 

Explaining Underdevelopment. 
• Why Has East Asia Prospered? 

Explaining Economic Growth in Japan, 
South Korea, Taiwan, and China. 

• What Makes a Democracy? Explaining the
Breakdown of Authoritarian Rule. 

• Why Do People Kill? Explaining Genocide 
and Terrorism. 

• Why Collective Action? Explaining the Rise 
of Social Movements. 

THE FUTURE OF COMPARATIVE POLITICS. 
• Globalization and the Study of 

Comparative Politics.

2016/409 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-450-8 pb $28.50/£22.50

Australia: A$44
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If you would like to receive 
email announcements of our
new books, please sign up at
www.rienner.com/email.



“Women’s Paths to Power not only fills a gap
in the current literature on female prime minis-
ters and presidents serving from 1960 to 2020,
but also provides an important lens through
which to view the paths taken by women execu-
tive leaders in the future.” —Dianne Bystrom, 

Iowa State University

F rom Brazil to Bangladesh, Liberia to Switzerland,
Malta to the Marshall Islands, more and more

women are rising to the top level of political leader-
ship. What can we learn from this? What kinds of
political conditions and institutions pave the way for
a woman’s ascendance to power? Are there common
pathways to power? How much do family ties matter?
Is political activism an important factor?

Evren Celik Wiltse and Lisa Hager answer these
questions, and more, in their comprehensive study
encompassing all of the women presidents and

Women’s Paths to Power: 
Female Presidents and Prime Ministers, 1960–2020
Evren Celik Wiltse and Lisa Hager

prime ministers around the world from the
1960s through 2020. 

Evren Celik Wiltse is associate professor
of political science and Lisa Hager is assistant
professor of political science at South Dakota
State University.

C O N T E N T S

Women’s Paths to Political Power • The Family Path •
The Activist Path • The Political Career Path • The Impact
of Political and Institutional Dynamics • The Impact of
Previous Women Leaders • The Longevity Puzzle • Why
Not Clinton or Le Pen? • The Importance of the Paths to
Power • Appendix: Brief Biographical Notes on Female
Presidents and Prime Ministers, 2010–2020.

2021/259 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-930-5 pb $28.50/£23.50

Australia: A$44
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“Well conceptualized, and well
researched.... Vanderhill systematically
explores the political effects of social
media on authoritarian regimes in Central
Asia and the Middle East.” —Marc Lynch,

George Washington University

H ow do autocratic governments exploit com-
munication technology in their efforts to

maintain power? Can prodemocracy activists suc-
cessfully use that same technology to support the
overthrow of autocratic rulers? Rachel Vanderhill
addresses these two questions, exploring in detail
how social media are both aiding and undermining
autocratic regimes in the Middle East, North Africa,
and the former Soviet republics.

Rachel Vanderhill is associate professor in the
Department of Government and International Affairs
at Wofford College.

Autocracy and Resistance in the Internet Age
Rachel Vanderhill

C O N T E N T S  

The Revolution Will Be Tweeted ... Or Not? • Authoritarian
Regimes and Information Communication Technology •
Censorship, Surveillance, and Propaganda: The Cases of Iran
and Russia • Protest Without Change: The Cases of Armenia
and Moldova • Regime Overthrow Is Not Democratization:
The Cases of Kyrgyzstan and Egypt • From Protest to
Democratization: The Case of Tunisia • Autocracy in the
Internet Age.

2020/289 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-899-5 hc $89.95*/£72.95

Australia: A$137.50

*Special price $45!
(Must order by mail, phone, or fax)
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“Highly recommended.” —Choice

“One of the most significant books on
political Islam written.” —Harun Karcic, 

Al Sharq Forum

“Cesari provides a new and powerful
framework for understanding the conditions
of possibility for political Islam in a wide

range of countries.... Her book represents the
most important work on political Islam to appear
in more than a decade.” —Peter Mandaville, 

George Mason University

“A grounding work.... Cesari adds nuance to the
question of how modernity evolved in the Muslim
context and unravels common assumptions and
cemented theories pertaining to political Islam....
Fascinating and unique.” —Melissa Finn, 

University of Waterloo

T he debate continues unabated: Is political Islam
decipherable through the tenets of the Islamic 

tradition—or is it a tool of secular actors who

What Is Political Islam?
Jocelyne Cesari

shrewdly misuse religious references? Is it an
expression of modernity, or a return to the past?
Eschewing these dichotomies, Jocelyne Cesari
demystifies the continuous process of interaction
between secular and religious actors and institutions
that is at the core of political mobilization in the
name of Islam. Ranging from Senegal to Egypt,
from Indonesia to Iraq, her analysis provides a much
needed corrective to the conventional wisdom.

Jocelyne Cesari is professor of religion and pol-
itics at the University of Birmingham; senior research
fellow at Georgetown University’s Berkley Center for
Religion, Peace, and World Affairs; and professorial
fellow at the Australian Catholic University.

C O N T E N T S  

Political Islam: The Nexus of State, Religion, and Nation
• Muslim Nationalism and the Secular State • Hegemonic
Islam • Civil Islam • The Globalization of Political Islam •
The Riddle of Political Islam.

2018/232 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-692-2 hc $27.50/£22.50

Australia: A$42.90


