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Understanding
Contemporary

Russia

Michael L. Bressler, 
editor
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“Provides a wealth of material.... Written in a style 
that will be accessible at the introductory level—but without 

simplifying—this book thoroughly and engagingly covers the most
important dimensions of Russian politics, society, and culture 
from the establishment of the Russian state to the present.” 

—LINDA J. COOK

“Truly unique in its comprehensiveness and its 
attention to historical context.” —MICHAEL MCFAUL

U nderstanding Contemporary Russia
provides a thorough introduction to

a country currently in the midst of
political, economic, and social transfor-
mation. Interdisciplinary in design, the
book is intended for use as a core text
in introductory survey and politics
courses and also as a supplement in a
variety of discipline-oriented courses. 

The authors draw on the best
scholarship in their fields to provide
sophisticated yet accessible treatments
of subjects ranging from geography and
history, to politics, economics, and
international relations, to ethnicity,
population, health, the environment,
the role of women, religion, and litera-
ture and film. Numerous maps, photo-
graphs, and suggestions for further
reading enhance the text. 

Michael L. Bressler is professor of
political science at Furman University.

C o n t e n t s :  

•Introduction—M.L. Bressler. 
•Russia: A Geographic Preface—D.J.B. Shaw. 

•The Historical Context—S.G. Marks. 
•Politics—M.L. Bressler. 
•The Economy—J.R. Millar. 
•International Relations—A.C. Lynch. 
•Ethnicity and Identity—K.E. Graney. 
•Population, Health, and Migration—

T. Heleniak. 
•Environmental Problems—P.R. Pryde.
•Women in a Changing Context—

S.L. Henderson. 
•Religion—O. Kazmina. 
•Literature and Film—A. Barker. 
•Trends and Prospects—M.L. Bressler.

October 2008/423 pages LC: 2008014892
ISBN: 978-1-58826-586-9 hc $65
ISBN: 978-1-58826-561-6 pb $26.50
Understanding: Introductions to the States and
Regions of the Contemporary World

N E W!

ORDER YOUR $7.50
EXAM COPY TODAY!



“This is a revisionist book.... [It] has great
value in highlighting the magnitude of [the]
side effects of ‘democracy and reform.’ ”
—CHARLES H. FAIRBANKS JR., PERSPECTIVES ON POLITICS

“Weiler has made a bold start at tackling
tough and important questions about the rela-
tion between democratization, marketization,
and physical security.” —KATHLEEN E. SMITH,

POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY

“This keenly focused book [is] worth read-
ing—scholars and advanced students take
note.” —PETER JUVILER, SLAVIC REVIEW

Security and
Sovereignty

in the Former
Soviet Union

Ruth Deyermond
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A mong the contentious issues that
come into play in relations between

Russia and the other post-Soviet states,
security concerns are arguably at the top
of the list. Ruth Deyermond explores
the linkage between post-Soviet security
politics and the development of state
sovereignty in the region, focusing on
Russia’s interactions with Ukraine,
Georgia, and Belarus.  

Deyermond ranges from ownership
of nuclear weapons, to the use of military
bases, to control of the Black Sea Fleet to
show how competing understandings of
sovereignty and the willingness of the
smaller states to assert their independence
from Russia have shaped both the nature
and the outcome of disputes about mili-
tary assets. Her analysis of the complex
interconnections involved highlight a
critical aspect of the post-Soviet security
environment.

Ruth Deyermond is lecturer in the
Department of War Studies at King’s
College London.

C o n t e n t s :

•Introduction. 
•Competing Sovereignties in the Former

Soviet Union. 
•Nuclear Weapons: Russia, Ukraine, and

Belarus. 
•The Black Sea Fleet: Russia, Ukraine, and

Georgia. 
•Military Facilities: Russia, Georgia, and

Belarus. 
•Sovereignty and Security in the Twenty-

First Century.

2008/233 pages LC: 2007024798
ISBN: 978-1-58826-576-0 hc $55

Special Offer! $29.95

N E W!

Political Parties 
in the Regions 

of Russia: 
Democracy Unclaimed

Grigorii V. Golosov

T he connection between Soviet authoritar-
ianism and human rights violations once

seemed unassailable, as did the belief that a
transition away from communist rule would
lead to better protection of human rights.
Challenging these assumptions, Jonathan
Weiler argues that the tumultuous processes
associated with political and economic reform
have, in important instances, eroded human
rights in post-Soviet Russia.

Weiler argues that, while Russia has
moved rapidly toward a market-based econ-
omy, the social and legal elements of democ-
ratization have lagged behind. Examining
the country’s human rights record since 1991,

he finds that the victims have changed—to
the socially disadvantaged rather than the
politically suspect—but the realities of life for
the most vulnerable have in fact become
worse. His work draws much-needed atten-
tion to this darker side of the post-Soviet
transition.

Jonathan Weiler is undergraduate co-
ordinator and adjunct assistant professor in
international studies at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

2004/165 pages LC: 2003025710
ISBN: 978-1-58826-279-0 hc $49.95

Special Offer! $29.95
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Choice Outstanding Academic Book! 

“For those interested in the politics of
Russia beyond Kremlin halls and presi-
dential prognostication, this is perhaps the
best book in many years.”

—DANIEL J. EPSTEIN, RUSSIAN REVIEW

“This excellent and important study is to
be highly recommended both to specialists
in Russian politics and to scholars of party
politics more generally.” —CAMERON ROSS,

SLAVIC REVIEW

“A valuable and richly empirical vol-
ume.... [Golosov] produces a fascinating
study, blending statistical data with a
breathtaking array of evidence from Russia’s
regions.... Highly recommended.” —CHOICE

P olitical parties typically are assumed to be
essential for contemporary democratic

government and governance. Why, then,
has the regime change in Russia failed to

produce viable political parties? Grigorii
Golosov addresses this question, exploring
issues central to an understanding of
Russian political development.

Golosov combines statistical and quali-
tative analysis, including case studies, to
explain why political parties have not yet
taken hold in Russia’s regions. His argu-
ment is bolstered by a uniquely comprehen-
sive database of regional elections held in
the period 1993–April 2003. Moving from
the late Soviet era to current efforts by the
federal government to promote a viable
party system at the regional level, his work
is a pathbreaking contribution to both
Russian studies and comparative politics. 

Grigorii V. Golosov is professor of
political science at the European University
at St. Petersburg (Russia).

2004/307 pages LC: 2003047047
ISBN: 978-1-58826-217-2 hc $59.95

Special Offer! $29.95

Human Rights in Russia: 
A Darker Side of Reform

Jonathan Weiler Kosovo: An Unfinished Peace
William G. O’Neill

“A fascinating read about human rights details associated with
Kosovo.” —ASIL NEWSLETTER

William O’Neill analyzes the nature of the violence that continues
to plague Kosovo’s residents and assesses efforts to guarantee pub-
lic security.

2002/159 pages LC: 2001048121
ISBN: 978-1-58826-021-5 pb $13.95
International Peace Academy Occasional Paper Series
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FirstForumPress, a new division of Lynne Rienner
Publishers, was established to coincide with LRP’s
twenty-fifth year as an independent presence in
scholarly and textbook publishing.

FirstForum emerged as a solution to a problem.
We know that book sales are no measure of the value of
scholarly research. We also know that the sales of many
scholarly books do not generate enough income to cover
the costs of publishing them. So . . . how can we provide
a forum for important work that may otherwise be over-
looked because of today’s market constraints? We
designed FirstForum to do just that—to publish specialized
scholarly research of the highest quality in a timely and
cost-effective fashion.

Like its parent company, FirstForum is committed to taking
chances on new ideas and to publishing each book with
care—from the review process and quality manufacturing to
thorough promotion and worldwide distribution. We are also
determined to keep our book prices as low as possible. To
accomplish this, we work with final digital files prepared by
our authors (to whom we provide a user-friendly template that
generates attractive finished pages). 

We welcome the opportunity to talk with you about
your next book project, or about publishing in general.

Name ____________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________

State___________ Zip/Postal Code __________________

Telephone ________________________________________

Examination Copies:  We will be glad to send you a paperback
examination copy for $7.50. Hardcover examination copies are
available at a 20% discount plus shipping. Exam-copy orders
must include the name and number of the course, anticipated
enrollment, when it will be offered, and the current text.

Subtotal $___________

CO residents add 3% sales tax $___________

Shipping $___________

• US AND CANADA: $4.50 for the first book and $1 for each additional book.

• ALL OTHER AREAS (VIA AIRMAIL): $15 for the first book and $5 for each
additional book.

Total Due $___________

o Payment enclosed; check made payable to 
Lynne Rienner Publishers; US dollars only

o Please charge:  o VISA o MC   Exp. ______________

Card No.________________________________________

Signature _______________________________________

Send your prepaid order to:

ISBN (last 6 digits) AUTHOR QTY PRICE

1800 30th St., Suite 314, Boulder, CO 80301 USA
Tel.: 303-444-6684  Fax: 303-444-0824

e-mail: cservice@rienner.com • www.rienner.com
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O R D E R  F O R M

W hy do democratic leaders sometimes
choose not to establish institutions

that would promote the consolidation
of democracy? And what are the conse-
quences of those choices? Focusing on
the cases of the Czech Republic and
Slovakia, John Scherpereel explores the
interplay of historical institutional lega-
cies, short-term elite interests, and
international pressures (i.e., EU condi-
tionality) in the process of state reform. 

John A. Scherpereel is assistant
professor of political science at James
Madison University.

C o n t e n t s :  

•Introduction. 
•Socialist State Building. 
•Transitional Moments: Institutional

Legacies and Choices. 
•Two States, Two Paths, One Destination. 
•The European Union and State Reform,

1990–2003. 
•The Czech Republic and Slovakia in the

European Union.

2009/263 pages
ISBN: 978-1-935049-01-2 hc $65
Distributed for FirstForumPress Special Offer!

$29.95

“Outstanding.... a fascinating account of efforts 
to create (and to resist the creation of) those viable state institutions
necessary for a functioning democracy. Scherpereel’s empirically rich 

and theoretically informed study provides new insights into 
the stickiness of the communist political legacy and how the 

international context has been critical in conditioning democratic 
development in postcommunist Europe.”

—MARK R. BEISSINGER

Governing the
Czech Republic 
and Slovakia: 
Between State

Socialism and the
European Union

John A. Scherpereel
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Toward Peace in Bosnia: 
Implementing the Dayton Accords
Elizabeth M. Cousens and Charles K. Cater

The authors explore the reasons underlying the mixed results of
attempts to fully implement the Dayton peace agreement in
Bosnia.

2001/189 pages LC: 2001019008
ISBN: 978-1-55587-942-6 pb $14.95
An International Peace Academy Occasional Paper


