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Nationalistic Leadership: 

Primaries in the LDP Presidential
Election and the “Pull Effect”

Hironori Sasada

In recent years, some Japanese prime ministers have exhibited a nationalistic
tendency, particularly in their foreign policies. The increasing nationalistic ap-
peal by recent leaders marks a sharp contrast with previous leaders, who were
unwilling to cause friction with other countries and thus took more centrist po-
sitions. More interestingly, those recent leaders, including Koizumi Junichiro,
previously adopted a more modest stance. This paper seeks to explain the in-
crease in nationalistic appeal, particularly between 2001 and 2006, among Jap-
anese leaders by focusing on some important changes in the Liberal Democratic
Party’s (LDP’s) presidential election procedures. Drawing on the study of US
primary elections, I argue that the increase in the weight of rank-and-filers’
votes vis-à-vis the LDP Diet members’ votes in the LDP presidential election
encouraged some candidates to take more ideologically extreme positions. In
other words, much like US primaries, the LDP presidential elections can have a
tendency to pull some candidates toward extreme positions.
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T he former Japanese prime minister Koizumi Junichiro is widely
known for his nationalistic policy stance and uncompromising at-

titudes toward neighboring countries. Existing studies have analyzed
his strong and bold leadership by focusing on his personal character
(Otake 2006; Uchiyama 2007) or the administrative reform that em-
powered the Office of Prime Minister (Takenaka 2006; Iio 2006). How-
ever, the context behind the recent increase in nationalistic appeal by
Japanese leaders has not yet been fully explained.
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Strategies, Institutions, and 
Outcomes Under SNTV 
in Taiwan, 1992–2004

Dennis P. Patterson and Hans Stockton

During the five democratic elections held in Taiwan from 1992 to 2004 inclu-
sive, the formerly dominant Kuomintang Party (KMT) was temporarily sup-
planted by the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) as the nation’s largest po-
litical party. Most explanations for this have focused on party fragmentation
and the changing patterns of electoral competition it helped create. These are
important factors, but they have not been tested empirically at the level where
candidates won and lost legislative seats, the level of the election district. This
article offers such an empirical test, and it will show that these two factors had
a direct impact on the ability of DPP and KMT candidates to obtain legislative
seats. We also show that these factors carried indirect impacts by hurting the
ability of the KMT and DPP to nominate in a way that they would obtain all
the seats that their obtained vote shares would allow.

KEYWORDS: SNTV, electoral system, election districts, election outcomes, can-
didates, nomination errors, overnominations, undernominations, competition,
Legislative Yuan

T aiwan serves as an interesting case of democratic politics, not
only because it stands as an archetypal example of regime change

by “transformation,” but also because of the electoral outcomes that oc-
curred once this transition was made.1 Specifically, in the five demo-
cratic elections that were held between 1992 and 2004 inclusive, the
KMT went from being Taiwan’s dominant, governing party to a tem-
porary opposition party that was second in support to its principal op-
ponent, the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP). This change did not
occur immediately, as the KMT outpolled the DPP in the elections of
1992, 1995, and 1998. However, in the next election of 2001, the
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The Muslim South in the 
Context of the Thai Nation

Robert B. Albritton

The years since 2004 have been marked by a level of insurgency in the south-
ern region of Thailand unknown for decades. An accurate perspective on this
conflict requires a deeper understanding of differences between the Buddhist
and Muslim Thais of the region than has been evident in public and academic
discourse. This study utilizes data from a survey taken in 2006, of attitudes and
political orientations across all regions of Thailand, including an independent
sample of the southern region. The data indicate that southerners are different
from the rest of Thailand, whether Buddhist or Muslim; that Malay-speaking
Muslims are different from other Muslims; and that sympathy for the insur-
gency lies not in religion, but in defending practices associated with loyalty to
specific forms of Malay culture that characterize the region.

KEYWORDS: cultural assimilation, insurgency, Malay identity, social cleavages,
southern Thailand, unconventional participation

Daily accounts of assassinations of local police, soldiers, religious
leaders, and other civilians in southern Thailand document a level

of insurgency beyond other regions of Southeast Asia and one that has
not been duplicated in Thailand for over thirty years. A history of ten-
sions and conflicts in Thailand’s Deep South can be traced back more
than 100 years; however, a trend of escalating violence has become more
apparent in recent years. During the ten years from 1993 to 2004, there
were 2,593 incidents of political violence. Only 29 percent of these inci-
dents occurred during 1993 to 2003, and 71 percent (1,841) took place in
2004 (including January of 2005). Targets of southern violence are not
traditional subjects of the historic separatist movement, that is, govern-
ment human resources and public installations. When looking at the pat-
terns and tactics of operations in almost daily attacks, it is noticeable 
that the most frequent tactics, now, are assassinations, shootings, even
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Transition from 
Single-Party Dominance? 
New Data from Malaysia

William Case

Leading theories of transitions from single-party dominant systems begin with
economic crisis, the party’s loss of patronage resources, and elite-level defec-
tions. The multiparty elections that are then held exert no independent effect, but
instead register neutrally the party’s decline and the democratization of politics.
This paper, however, shifts attention from the dominant party to citizens and
elections in noncrisis conditions. It argues that citizens assess on key dimensions
the dominant party’s legitimacy or worthiness of support. Further, where they
grow critical of its policy outputs, they scrutinize more closely its conformity to
procedures. And as they anticipate that their voting preferences will be thwarted
by electoral manipulations, they vote in protest, perhaps producing a “liberaliz-
ing electoral outcome.” Elections, then, do not simply indicate the dominant
party’s decline. By deepening alienation, they help citizens to cause it. Analysis
is set in Malaysia, long an exemplar of single-party dominance, but recently a
case in which the government was dealt a striking electoral setback.

KEYWORDS: single-party dominance, competitive authoritarianism, political le-
gitimacy, elections, ethnicity, democratic transition, Malaysia

A fter shifting their gaze from democratic consolidation to author-
itarian durability, some comparativists have come full circle, re-

turning to questions over authoritarian breakdown and transitions to de-
mocracy. Much of this latest study, however, focuses on a particular
kind of authoritarianism, one in which a single dominant party has held
multiparty elections but then limited competitiveness in ways that usu-
ally help it to win. Labeled by some scholars as competitive authoritar-
ianism, this marks the point, bracketed by harder forms of autocracy on
one side and democratic politics on the other, where the third wave has
come mostly to rest (Howard and Roessler 2006, 365).
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North Korea’s Quest 
for Nuclear Weapons: 

New Historical Evidence

Walter C. Clemens Jr.

Soviet and East European documents provide significant revelations about the
interactions of North Korea and its allies. First, they show Pyongyang’s long-
standing interest in obtaining nuclear technology and probably nuclear
weapons. Second, they reveal that North Korea’s leadership consistently
evaded commitments to allies on nuclear matters—particularly constraints on
its nuclear ambitions or even the provision of information. Third, North
Korea’s words and deeds evoked substantial concerns in Moscow and other
communist capitals that Pyongyang, if it obtained nuclear weapons, might use
them to blackmail its partners or risk provoking a nuclear war. When aid from
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was not forthcoming, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea sought to bypass Moscow and obtain assistance
from the Kremlin’s East European clients and, when that proved fruitless, from
Pakistan. The absence of international support reinforced the logic of self-re-
liance and “military first,” pushing North Korea to pursue an independent line
with respect to its nuclear weapons. These patterns cannot be extrapolated in a
linear way, but they surely suggest reasons for caution by those hoping to en-
gage North Korea in a grand bargain.

KEYWORDS:: North Korea, nuclear technology, weapons, USSR, Eastern Eu-
rope, China, diplomacy

North Korea exploded a nuclear device in 2006. How did it ob-
tain the materials and technology?

The story began more than a half century earlier (Mazarr 1996;
Oberdorfer 1997; Wampler 2003). Recently released documents detail
the long history of North Korea’s efforts to acquire nuclear weapons, in
part through demands on its allies for assistance in nuclear science, nu-
clear power, and nuclear weapons.1
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