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Bordering on the Ridiculous: 
MexAmerica and the 

New Regionalism

Marcela Alvarez Perez and 
Mark T. Berger*

This article examines contemporary concerns about citizenship,
security, and development against the backdrop of an emergent
“MexAmerica.” It seeks to de-routinize the idea of the nation-
state and de-naturalize the history of North America in order to
move beyond the influential technocratic and quantitative ap-
proach to border security and development, and thus to define
the current crisis manifested in practices of border security, citi-
zenship, and economic integration. KEYWORDS: “MexAmerica,”
citizenship, security, borders, development

If you start at the south end of Avenida Revolucion (which begins just
below the ridge over which a huge Mexican flag flaps in the coastal
breeze) and walk more or less due north toward the US border you
move from the more sophisticated clubs and massage parlors, as well
as a seemingly unending number of stores selling the usual collection
of souvenirs, toward the increasingly cheap and straightforward bars
and brothels. There is a double irony here. First, one of the most fa-
mous streets in Tijuana, which is named after the Mexican revolution
of the early twentieth century, runs through (and at its north end
feeds directly into) the city’s main red light district. Second, the
closer you move toward the US-Mexican border the more down-mar-
ket the city’s thriving sex industry becomes. Meanwhile, if you turn
eastward at the bottom of Avenida Revolucion, and follow the fence
that runs from the ocean, and move inland along the border, and de-
pending on the time of day eventually make it through the traffic jam
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From Borders to Margins: 
A Deleuzian Ontology for Identities

in the Postinternational Environment

Noel Parker*

While concepts of a postinternational politics properly highlight
the constant variance of entities in play in international rela-
tions, the approach lacks an ontology that shows how such an
unstable variety of types of players can coexist in a common field
in the first place. This article draws upon Deleuze’s philosophy
to set out an ontology in which the continual reformulation of
entities in play in “postinternational” society can be grasped.
This entails a strategic shift from speaking about the “borders”
between sovereign states to referring instead to the “margins”
between a plethora of entities that are ever open to modifications
of identity. The concept of the margin possesses a much wider
reach than borders, and focuses continual attention on the meet-
ings and interactions between a range of indeterminate entities
whose interactions may determine both themselves and the types
of entity that are in play. KEYWORDS: identity, postinternational
politics, Deleuze, ontology, borders, margins

“International” politics has long been a sobriquet for politics between
fully paid-up sovereign states. The pregnant expression “postinterna-
tional”—in circulation since the 1990s—has been an irritant to this
formulation because it has highlighted something that was far from
historically new, but was, and is, on the increase: the presence in “in-
ternational” politics of a rapidly evolving population of groupings, in-
stitutions, and actors who could by no stretch of the imagination be
called either “nations” or “states.” Their shifting presence, alien to the
cut-and-dried order of formally sovereign entities, prompted James
Rosenau, the inventor of the expression “postinternational,” to coin
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Are the Third World Poor Homines
Sacri? Biopolitics, Sovereignty, 

and Development

Trevor Parfitt*

This article examines how the concept of biopolitics is applied
in development studies, focusing especially on Giorgio Agam-
ben’s account of biopolitics as intrinsic to the analysis of sover-
eignty and a state of exception. Agamben analyzes sovereignty as
a biopolitical enterprise of disciplinary control in which sover-
eign power is able to enforce its role by the most draconian
means while remaining nominally within the law. Agamben fur-
ther claims that development is a biopolitical enterprise through
which the Third World poor are reduced to a situation of bare
life. The article interrogates this proposition, questioning how
far biopolitics/development must necessarily be conceived as an
exercise in oppression. KEYWORDS: biopolitics, sovereignty, de-
velopment, Agamben, Foucault

Biopolitics is very much the coming concept in many spheres of so-
cial science including development studies. It has been made partic-
ularly fashionable by the Italian philosopher, Giorgio Agamben, for
whom biopolitics is intrinsic to the analysis of sovereignty and its role
in ruling on what constitutes a state of exception. Agamben analyzes
sovereignty as a biopolitical enterprise of disciplinary control in
which sovereign power is able to enforce its dominance through the
law. This can entail suspending the law by means of declaring a state
of exception, a situation in which the operation of the law is sus-
pended while it remains nominally in force. A state of exception en-
ables sovereign power to enforce its role by the most draconian
means, including murder of those whom it wishes to eliminate, while
remaining nominally within the law. Those who are subjected to a
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Tracing the Russian Hermeneutic:
Reflections on Tarkovsky’s 

Cinematic Poetics and Global Politics

Cerwyn Moore*

This article makes a contribution to hermeneutic explorations
in global politics. Taking as its points of departure the growing
body of work on film and the turn to aesthetic and intertextual
IR, the article argues that a further conversation with cinema and
poetics can be used to develop the interpretive canon in global
politics. In particular, the analysis draws upon the idea of cine-
matic poetics, and more generally the work of Andrei Tarkovsky,
who, throughout his films and written work, articulates a partic-
ular form of Russian interpretivism. The article explores Tarkov-
skian cinema and engages in debates about artistic creativity and
aesthetics, filmic representations of belonging and spiritualism,
all shaped by a Russian hermeneutic tradition. The final sections
apply these themes, illustrating how the icon presents a way to
read the themes of suffering and salvation, inscribing the for-
mation of identities in global politics. KEYWORDS: Tarkovsky,
hermeneutics, Russia, cinematic poetics, aesthetics, The Icon

Russia’s postrevolutionary period was one of disruption and instabil-
ity, reflected in both the artistic and philosophical questioning of
meaning. The two hundred years before the Bolshevik revolution,
did, however, impact significantly on the formulation of Soviet aes-
thetics. The work of the Romantics, Decadents, and Symbolists—and
indeed, the Golden and Silver Age—epitomized a unique Russian lit-
erary and artistic heritage.1 At around the same time as the Bolshevik
revolution, the philosophical critiques of Bakhtin and the Voloshinov
group began to address changes in poetics and literary art, enriching
further the longstanding folkloric narratives and mystical aesthetics
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Cosmopolitanism, 
Freedom, and Indifference: 

A Levinasian View

Eduard Jordaan*

Despite cosmopolitanism’s concern for the world’s poor and its
concomitant heavy moral demands, cosmopolitans establish a
limit to the self’s responsibility for the global poor. This con-
trasts with Emmanuel Levinas’s view that the self has an infinite
responsibility for the other, a responsibility that derives from the
self’s questioning of the impact of his freedom on others. From
a Levinasian perspective, cosmopolitanism’s restriction of the
self’s responsibility for others creates a sphere of rightful indif-
ference to the needs of the other; lends legitimacy to a disregard
of the other; forestalls an ethical awakening to the other; con-
strains the achievement of a more just global order, given that,
from a Levinasian perspective, a better justice is built on the
self’s open-ended responsibility for the other; and points to a
tension at the heart of cosmopolitanism, considering the coex-
istence of elements that both frustrate and aspire to the achieve-
ment of global justice. It is concluded that the achievement of
cosmopolitanism’s goals would require the acceptance of an
open-ended responsibility for the other. KEYWORDS: Levinas, cos-
mopolitanism, responsibility, otherness, the global poor.

In an introduction to a collection of his papers, one of the leading
cosmopolitan theorists, Thomas Pogge, expresses his dismay at our
indifference to the world’s poor through two questions. He asks,
“How can severe poverty of half of humankind continue despite enor-
mous economic and technological progress and despite the enlight-
ened moral norms and values of our heavily dominant Western
civilization?” and “Why do we citizens of the affluent Western states
not find it morally troubling, at least, that a world heavily dominated
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