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Cosmopolitanism as Hospitality:
Revisiting Identity and Difference 

in Cosmopolitanism

Gideon Baker*

For many cosmopolitans, an emergent global civil society is re-
framing the relationship between the universal and particular in
world politics in ways that do justice to both. This article disputes
this claim, finding that the concept of global civil society shares
the same fundamental problem as state sovereignty, namely that
it is better at articulating global identity than difference because it
reproduces in different form statist attempts to describe a univer-
sal structure of particularity. It then argues that to avoid re-
ducing difference to identity while remaining true to the cos-
mopolitan impulse to ethical universality, that is, to recognition
of moral obligations to foreigners, it is necessary to take cos-
mopolitanism as synonymous with an ethics of hospitality
enabling a nondialectical account of identity and difference in
cosmopolitanism. As Derrida affirms, hospitality deconstructs the
binary of identity and difference in our ethical relations with
strangers. This dialectic-defying quality of cosmopolitanism-as-
hospitality requires a greater decisionism than dialectical liberal-
cosmopolitanism, turning cosmopolitanism away from the pure
ethics of its liberal variants and transforming it into an
ethicopolitics. KEYWORDS: cosmopolitanism; hospitality; identity;
difference; Derrida

The debate between liberal cosmopolitans and their critics rebounds
monotonously between the rock of universalism—imperialistic pro-
jections of identity—and the hard place of particularity—essentializ-
ing projections of difference and otherness. The call to transcend
international plurality in the name of putative universals such as indi-
vidual right is accused of giving carte blanche to the so-called neoim-
perialism of the liberal interventionists. Yet, conversely, every attempt
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Change vs. Order: 
Shijie Meets Tianxia in China’s

Interactions with the World

Elena Barabantseva*

This article examines how China, understood as a construct
made up of multiple identities, constantly negotiates its rela-
tionships with the world. The oppositions—between tradition
and modernity, the past and the present, China and the West—
that are often presumed or reproduced in our thinking about
China’s place in the world are called into question. China’s rela-
tionship with the world must be understood through the inter-
play between history and present, and thus through the particu-
lar uses of history in practice. The article especially explores
how the world and China’s place in it are seen in Chinese pop-
ular culture and visual expressions of state initiatives to promote
Chinese culture. It focuses on the way images of the ever-chang-
ing world are depicted in two visual narratives: a promotional
video of the Confucius Institute and the film The World (Shijie).
Keywords: China, visual culture, modernity, Tianxi, Shijie

There have been numerous scholarly examinations of how China
perceives its role and place in the world and how it conceptualizes its
place.1 Most of these studies consider aspects of Chinese politics and
identity, “strategic” culture, or official rhetoric as they examine the
interplay between traditional and modern Chinese political prac-
tices. Many look at how China’s premodern history and traditional
worldview affect China’s foreign policy and engagements with the
world today.2 Fairbank, in his classical edited volume, The Chinese
World Order: Traditional China’s Foreign Relations, stated that the
“Chinese tribute system . . . has some indeterminate relevance to the
world’s China problem of today.” He added that “modern China’s
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Global Governance, Therapeutic
Intervention, and War-Affected Girls

Augustine S. J. Park*

The victimization of girls in armed conflict has garnered in-
creased attention, yet recent scholarship shows that postconflict
measures fail to meet girls’ unique needs. This article examines
gendered discourses employed in programming designed to as-
sist girls following Sierra Leone’s decade-long civil war, drawing
on fieldwork conducted as part of a continuing program of
study on peacebuilding in Sierra Leone. Specifically, the article
presents a case study examining discourse relating to war-affected
girls in one Freetown-based NGO, Connecting for Peace, which
delivered programming to boys and girls affected by the war. KEY-
WORDS: postconflict, transnational governance, therapeutic in-
tervention, war-affected girls, Sierra Leone 

In recent years the victimization of girls in armed conflict has gar-
nered increased attention,1 yet recent scholarship on war-affected
girls shows that postconflict measures fail to meet girls’ unique needs.
2 This article examines gendered discourses employed in program-
ming designed to assist girls following Sierra Leone’s decade-long
civil war, drawing on components of fieldwork conducted in June
2005 and in March–April 2007 as part of a continuing program of
study on peacebuilding in Sierra Leone. Specifically, this article pre-
sents a case study examining discourse relating to war-affected girls in
one Freetown-based nongovernmental organization (NGO), Con-
necting for Peace (CFP),3 which delivered programming to boys and
girls affected by the war. The value in focusing on one NGO lies in a
capacity to access the richness of discourse relating to war-affected
girls. However, this article also positions CFP within a broader NGO
context. 
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“Development”: 
Projects, Power, and a 

Poststructuralist Perspective

Aram Ziai*

The postdevelopment school has criticized development pro-
jects for their inherent power relations and their authoritarian
implications. However, since the 1980s a transformation in de-
velopment discourse can be observed that includes an emphasis
on participation and civil society organizations. Through the
analysis of several development projects, the article pursues the
question of whether this transformation can also be observed on
the level of projects—and on the level of inherent power rela-
tions. From a poststructuralist perspective, it argues that “devel-
opment” functions as an empty signifier that can be filled with
almost any content but constrains its form. KEYWORDS: develop-
ment, projects, power, poststructuralism, empty signifier

In the late 1980s and increasingly during the 1990s, the postdevelop-
ment school of development theory became widely known.1 Its argu-
ment, in brief, was that the concept of development is Eurocentric
because it implicitly clings to colonial assumptions of the superiority
of Western societies and reproduces power relations between “devel-
oped” and “less developed” regions or individuals, even in well-meaning
development projects aiming at poverty reduction.2 Going beyond
neo-Marxist critiques of how development projects serve as a means
for exploiting the periphery, the postdevelopment school fundamen-
tally questioned the endeavor of industrializing, modernizing, and
“uplifting” the third world, emphasizing cultural difference against
Western universalism and exposing what Michael Cowen and Robert
Shenton3 have described as “trusteeship”: the authoritarian exercise of
power based on expert knowledge at the root of “development policy”
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Broken Lines of Il/Legality and the
Reproduction of State Sovereignty:

The Impact of Visa Policies on 
Immigrants to Turkey from Bulgaria 

Zeynep Kasli and Ayse Parla*

After the granting of citizenship to 300,000 immigrants from
Bulgaria in 1989, Turkey has enacted visa regime changes con-
cerning more recent migrants from Bulgaria, who, according to
the most recent modification, are only allowed to stay for 90 days
within any six-month period. In this article, the authors demon-
strate that the broken lines of legality/illegality produced by
these changing policies further entrench the sovereignty of the
state through the “inclusive exclusion” of immigrants who are
subject to the law but not subject in the law. The temporary le-
galization of Bulgarian immigrants to Turkey in return for vot-
ing in the Bulgarian elections reveals that the state extends its
transnational political power by drawing and redrawing the bro-
ken lines of legality/illegality. We demonstrate not only the ways
in which the migrant population from Bulgaria is managed but
also the strategies deployed by the migrants themselves in the
face of such sovereign acts. KEYWORDS: immigration, Turkey, Bul-
garia, visa policy, sovereignty

It has been widely claimed that the acceleration and intensification of
globalization, especially in conjunction with the neoliberal economic
restructuring of the last few decades, poses challenges to nation-states
not only through transnational corporations and international polit-
ical bodies but also through the transnational ties migrants forge be-
yond national borders.1 Nonetheless, as Bauman argues, “there seems
to be an intimate kinship, mutual conditioning and reciprocal rein-
forcement between the globalization of all aspects of the economy

Alternatives 34 (2009), 203–227

203

*Department of Anthropology, Sabanci University, Istanbul, Turkey. E-mail: ayseparla
@sabanciuniv.edu

 


