Introducing Social Stratification:
The Causes and Consequences of Inequality
Kasturi DasGupta

“This fine book is at the same time comprehensive, incisive, and readily
understandable … a rare combination.”
—G. William Domhoff,
University of California, Santa Cruz

“A superb introduction to social inequality and its influence on life chances.”
—Stacye Blount, Fayetteville State University

“Not just another strat textbook. DasGupta’s book hits all three marks: factually
comprehensive, theoretically integrated, and written in a very accessible style.”
—Alan Spector, Purdue University Calumet

“DasGupta offers a systematic, data-driven approach to explaining just how unequal
US society has become.... Readers will come away from this compelling text with a
better understanding of how we got here and alternative scenarios for the future.”
—Dana Dunn, University of Texas at Arlington

D

oes everyone in the US have an equal chance to “make it”? What explains the enduring
power of racism and sexism? How does our sociopolitical system generate inequality? These
are just a few of the questions explored in this accessible introduction to the complex problem
of social stratification.
Kasturi DasGupta clearly explains the social and economic mechanisms that serve to preserve
and even deepen social stratification in the US. Enriched with case studies and examples throughout, her text is carefully designed both to engage students and to help them see past cultural myths
to grasp the underpinnings and consequences of social inequality.
Kasturi DasGupta is professor of sociology at Georgian Court University.

CONTENTS

• Exploring Inequalities.
STRUCTURES OF INEQUALITY.
• Our Divided Society Today.
• How Inequality Shapes Life Chances.
• The Nature of the Economic System.
• Globalization and Changing Economic Structures.
• The Political Economy of Inequality.
• Education: The Great Equalizer?
INTERSECTING SYSTEMS OF INEQUALITY.
• Making Sense of Intersecting Inequalities.

• Gender.
• Race.
• Nativism, Citizenship, and Colonialism.
IS CHANGE POSSIBLE?
• Advocating for Workers.
• Seeking Alternative Social Futures.
2015/450 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-183-5

pb $35/£33.50
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Making Sense of Social Problems:

2ND EDITION

Understanding Diversity:

New Images, New Issues

An Introduction to Class, Race, Gender,
Sexual Orientation, and Disability

Joel Best and Scott R. Harris, editors

Fred L. Pincus

on Social Problems.... [It] offers sociology students a wide variety of cases
to develop their critical thinking skills.” —Kyla Walters, Teaching Sociology

“Well suited for an introductory sociology course, particularly one focused

Praise for the 1st edition:

“Accessible and thorough. Recommended as a textbook, or to anyone wanting a
simple and clear introduction to the topic.” —Patricia Markley, Multicultural Review
“A much-needed volume.... This clear, concise book will provide students,
scholars, and practitioners with a solid grounding in the complexity of diversity issues
in our contemporary world.” —Mark Christian, Miami University

“A great teaching resource.... Understanding Diversity is clearly written with the expertise of someone who has experienced all of the common questions, misconceptions, and
challenges that students typically bring to the classroom, and it tackles each one with
conceptually rigorous and empirically grounded arguments.”
—Eileen O’Brien,
University of Richmond

A

ccessible and practical, yet theoretically rich, Understanding Diversity has been carefully
designed for classroom use.
This new edition has been thoroughly updated and expanded. The emphasis of the text, however, continues to be on introducing and demystifying the concepts of class, race, gender, sexual
orientation, and now, disability.
Fred L. Pincus is professor of sociology at the University of Maryland Baltimore County.
CONTENTS

• Introduction.
• Basic Concepts of Diversity.
• Class.
• Race.
• Gender.
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• Sexual Orientation.
• Disability.
• Social Change and Social Movements.
2011/215 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-621-7

pb $22/£20.95

“Uses cutting-edge case studies to explore how social problems come to
be regarded as such. There really is nothing else like this on the market.”
—Kathryn Fox, University of Vermont

I

nternet addiction. Cell-phone-distracted drivers. Teen suicide. Economic recession. The
health risks of trans fats. The carefully selected collection of case studies in Making Sense
of Social Problems is designed to help students understand and critically evaluate a wide
range of contemporary social issues.
The cases are organized to highlight a series of key elements:
• why “objective” claims deserve critical attention
• how advocates bring attention to issues
• why expert interpretations may change over time
• the role of the media in shaping or distorting concerns
• the consequences of public policy
The introduction, conclusion, and section notes provide a coherent framework for the text.
Reflecting the promise of the constructionist approach, the result is a powerful set of tools for
systematically investigating social problems. It can be used to advantage as a “stand-alone,” as
well as with such texts as Joel Best’s Social Problems.
Joel Best is professor of sociology and criminal justice at the University of Delaware. Scott
R. Harris is professor of sociology at Saint Louis University.
CONTENTS

Studying the Construction of Social Problems
—S.R. Harris.
THE NATURE OF CLAIMS.
Teen Suicide: A Tale of Two Communities—M.L.
O’Leary and J. Best • Cell Phone Use While
Driving: Defining a Problem as Worthy of Action
—P.F. Parilla.
CLAIMSMAKERS.
The Pet Grief Industry: Framing the Problem of
Pet Death—N. Berns • The Movement Linking
Vaccines to Autism: Parents and the Internet—V.W.
Perez • Old Skeletons, Pagans, and Museums: Why
Ancient Human Remains Are a Bone of Contention
—T. Jenkins.
QUESTIONING EXPERTS.
Wankers, Inverts, and Addicts: The Scientific
Construction of Sexuality as a Social Problem—
L.E. Gordon • Murdered Mothers: The Social
Construction of Troubling Statistics—K.R. Johnson
• Prophets in the Wilderness: Predicting Financial
Collapse—J. Barnshaw.

THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA.
Abortion and Adoption: “Choosing Life” and the
Problem of Regret—J.L. Dunn • The Evolution of
Internet Addiction—D. Schweingruber and M.
Horstmeier • Breaking News on Nancy Grace:
Violent Crime in the Media—B.A. Monahan and
R.J. Maratea.
POLICY OUTCOMES.
In the Shadow of Saturated Fat: The Struggle to
Get Trans Fats Noticed—R.J. Bacon • Casinos
and Smoke-Free Legislation: Claimsmaking About
Policy Outcomes—J.K. Harris • Global Policy
Outcomes: Comparing Reactions to Post-Tsunami
Aid—L. Letukas • Afterword • Three Questions for
Constructionism—the Editors.
2013/335 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-880-8

pb $28.50/£27.50

Social Problems, Social Constructions
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Black Men on the Blacktop:
Basketball and the Politics of Race
A. Rafik Mohamed

“This book is amazing.... an essential read. Mohamed’s book brings the beauty,

My Dog Always Eats First: At Home on the Street:
Confronting Homelessness: Homeless People and
People, Poverty, and a Hidden
C HOICE O UTSTANDING A CADEMIC B OOK !

Poverty, Politics, and the
Failure of Social Policy

Their Animals

Culture of Homelessness

Leslie Irvine

David Wagner with Jennifer Barton Gilman

“Provides crucial insights for anyone inter-

Jason Adam Wasserman and
Jeffrey Michael Clair

“Not only does a thorough job of outlining
the history of homelessness in the United
States, but also brings attention to the
minimal progress the United States has
made in addressing this issue.”
—Contemporary Sociology

ested in a deeper understanding of homelessness [and] human-animal relationships....
Irvine’s book is lively, well-referenced,
well-organized, jargon-free, and a worthy
read for students, researchers, and policymakers concerned with homelessness.”
—Ryan Sheppard, Contemporary Sociology

“An excellent book; one of the best on the
topic. Highly recommended.” —Choice
Whose fault is homelessness? Thirty years
ago the problem exploded as a national
crisis, drawing the attention of activists,
the media, and policymakers at all levels—
yet the homeless population endures to
this day, and arguably has grown. David
Wagner offers a major reconsideration of
homelessness in the US, casting a critical
eye on how we as a society respond to
crises of inequality and stratification.
David Wagner is professor of social
work and sociology at the University of
Southern Maine. Jennifer Barton Gilman
is an independent scholar.
C ONTENTS : Homelessness: From Crisis to
Routine • The Rise and Fall of a Social
Problem • A Brief History of Homelessness •
Recognizing and Naming a Crisis, 1979–1982 •
Modest Victories, 1983–1988 • Criminalization
and Compassion Fatigue, 1989–1993 • From
Social Problem to Bureaucratic Problem,
1994–Present • Conclusion.

paperback 2015/197 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-391-4

pb $25/£24.50

“Irvine’s research is a refreshing and
worthwhile contribution to sociology, and
also a heartfelt study of the intense bonds
between humans and non-human animals.”
—Abigail E. Cameron, Qualitative Sociology

Leslie Irvine breaks new ground in the
study of homelessness by investigating
the frequently noticed, yet underexplored,
role that animals play in the lives of homeless people.
Irvine conducted interviews on street
corners, in shelters, even at highway
underpasses, to provide insights into the
benefits and liabilities that animals have
for the homeless. She also weighs the perspectives of social service workers, veterinarians, and local communities. Her work
provides a new way of looking at both the
meaning of animal companionship and the
concept of home itself.
Leslie Irvine is professor of sociology
at the University of Colorado at Boulder.

“Calls attention to the complexities and
contradictions of research on homelessness
and offers insights about how to think about
homelessness in new ways.... The reflections
provided by the researchers about their
research experiences will be very helpful
to students who are learning about fieldwork and ethnographic research.”
—Harriett Romo, Teaching Sociology

Jason Wasserman and Jeffrey Clair delve
into the complex realities of homelessness
to paint a vivid picture of individuals living on the street and of their strategies for
daily survival. By exploring the private
spaces that those who are homeless create
for themselves, as well as their prevailing
social mores, the authors explain how
well-intentioned policies and programs
often only widen the gap between the indigent and mainstream society.
Jason Adam Wasserman is assistant
professor of biomedical sciences at
Oakland University. Jeffrey Michael
Clair is associate professor of sociology at
the University of Alabama at Birmingham.

C ONTENTS : A Good Life for a Dog? • Accessing
Homeless Pet Owners • Confrontations and
Donations • Friend and Family • The “Pack of
Two” • Protectors. • Lifechangers and Lifesavers
• Implications for Research and Policy.

C ONTENTS : Homelessness in the United States
• Accessing a Hidden Population • Describing
Those Who Are Homeless • Causes of Homelessness • Urban Space and Relations on the Street
• The Complex Dispositions of People on the
Street • Street Identities and Creative Resistance
• Business, Politics, and the Moving Ghetto •
Homeless Services: Healing the Sick • Religious
Approaches: Saving Souls • Improving Research,
Improving Policy.

paperback 2015/204 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-390-7

2010/252 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-701-6

pb $25/£24.50

brilliance, power, and contradictions of street basketball into view, elucidating
much that we can learn from ballers and the game they play.”
—David J. Leonard, University of California, Berkeley

“An intriguing, thoughtfully argued, and well-written work.... One of its key
strengths is its ability to show us how the micro-world of pickup basketball is
a refuge from, a response to, and a reflection of everyday life for many African
American males.” —Reuben A. May, Texas A&M University

W

hat is it about basketball that makes it “the black man’s game”? And what about pickup basketball in particular: can it tell us something about the state of blackness in the United States?
Reflecting on these questions, Rafik Mohamed presents pickup games as a text of the political, social, and economic struggles of African American men. In the process, he tells a story about
race in its peculiarly American context, and about how the politics of race—and resistance—are
mediated through sports.
A. Rafik Mohamed is professor of sociology and dean of the College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences at California State University San Bernardino.
CONTENTS

• The Black Man’s Game.
• Sports and Basketball in Black American Culture.
• Everyday Resistance and Black Man’s Rules.
• Playing It Cool, Pushing Back.

• The Mandingo Syndrome.
• Soul in the Hole.
August 2017/ca. 170 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-678-6

pb $25/£23.95

pb $22.50/£21.50

— For a related title, see page 11 —
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NEW!

Mixed Messages:

Reproducing Race: The Paradox of Generation Mix

Multiracial Identities in the “Color-Blind” Era

Rainier Spencer

David L. Brunsma, editor

“Well-crafted and tightly written.... In teaching the sociology of race and ethnicity,

“Strategically and masterfully authored chapters ... presenting depth, breadth,
and a variety of topical investigations substantiated by theoretical, empirical, and
innovative analysis in an interdisciplinary context.... Highly recommended.”

such a text is likely to act as a useful stimulus. It has the potential to encourage
critical engagement with competing perspectives on the significance of racial
categories and racial mixing in the past, present and future contexts.”
—Vicki Harman, Ethnic and Racial Studies

—Choice

“An outstanding and thoroughly accessible study of racial issues and cultural
trends in modern America.” —Bookwatch
“In this important collection of cutting-edge work, the authors not only thoroughly examine
multiraciality, but also use it as a tool for reaching important new conclusions about race
in general. Mixed Messages will help shape the discourse on race for years to come.”
—Ashley W. Doane, Hillyer College

“[An] insightful analysis and critique of ideologies surrounding ‘multiracialism’
in the 21st-century US.... An important, innovative study.” —Choice
“Clear and direct.... Rainier Spencer brilliantly analyzes the complexities of
multiracialism and multiracial studies.” —Heather Dalmage, Roosevelt University
“With its historical sweep and cogent analysis, this important book will be hotly debated
by race scholars and widely used and taught in the university classroom.”
—Kerry Ann Rockquemore, New Faculty Success

T

he authors of Mixed Messages examine what we know about multiracial identities—and the
implications of those identities for fundamental issues of justice and equality.
David L. Brunsma is professor of sociology at Virginia Tech.

CONTENTS

• Mixed Messages: Doing Race in the Color-Blind
Era—D.L. Brunsma.
SHIFTING COLOR LINES.
• Defining Race: Comparative Perspectives
—F.J. Davis.
• Black, Honorary White, White: The Future of
Race in the United States?—E. Bonilla-Silva and
D.E. Embrick.
• Racial Justice in a Black/Nonblack Society
—G. Yancey.
• Carving Out a Middle Ground: The Case of
Hawai’i—J. Moniz and P. Spickard.
• New Racial Identities, Old Arguments: Continuing
Biological Reification—R. Spencer.
• Color Blindness: An Obstacle to Racial Justice?
—C.A. Gallagher.
• Racism, Whitespace, and the Rise of
the Neo-Mulattos—H.D. Horton.
MANIPULATING MULTIRACIAL IDENTITIES.
• Race, Multiraciality, and the Neoconservative
Agenda—G.R. Daniel and J.M. Castañeda-Liles.
• White Supremacists in the Color-Blind Era:
Redefining Multiracial and White Identities
—A.L. Ferber.
• Defining Racism to Achieve Goals: The Multiracial
and Black Reparations Movements—J.E. Foster.
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• Selling Mixedness: Marketing with Multiracial
Identities—K.M. DaCosta.
SOCIALIZATION IN MULTIRACIAL FAMILIES.
• It All Starts at Home: Racial Socialization in
Multiracial Families—K.A. Rockquemore et al.
• Racial Logics and (Trans)Racial Identities:
A View from Britain—F.W. Twine.
• Black and White: Family Opposition to Becoming
Multiracial—E.C. Childs.
DILEMMAS OF MULTIRACIAL IDENTITY.
• Negotiating Racial Identity in Social Interactions
—R.L. Lewis and K. Bell.
• Black/White Friendships in a Color-Blind Society
—K. Korgen and E. O’Brien.
• Black and Latino: Dominican Americans
Negotiate Racial Worlds—B. Bailey.
• Finding a Home: Housing the Color Line
—H. Dalmage.
• Confronting Racism in the Therapist’s Office
—K. Owusu-Bempah.
• Culture and Identity in Mixed-Race Women’s
Lives—D. Storrs.
2006/405 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-398-8

I

s postraciality just around the corner? How realistic are the often-heard pronouncements that
mixed-race identity is leading the United States to its postracial future? In his provocative analysis, Rainier Spencer illuminates the assumptions that multiracial ideology in fact shares with concepts of both white supremacy and antiblackness.
Spencer links the mulatto past with the mulatto present in order to plumb the contours of the
nation’s mulatto future. He argues cogently, and forcefully, that the deconstruction of race promised
by the American Multiracial Identity Movement will remain an illusion of wishful thinking unless
we truly address the racist baggage that serves tenaciously to conserve the present racial order.
Rainier Spencer is professor of Afro-American studies in the Interdisciplinary Studies
Program at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
CONTENTS

• Introduction.
THE MULATTO PAST.
• The Mixed-Race Background.
• Of Tragic Mulattoes and Marginal Men.
• Mulatto Writers on Marginality.
• Imitations of Life.
• Rejecting a Shared Past.
THE MULATTO PRESENT.
• Postraciality, Multiraciality, and Antiblackness.
• Resurrecting Old Myths of Mulatto Marginality.

• The False Promise of Racial Bridging.
• Assessing the New Millennium Marginal Man.
THE MULATTO FUTURE.
• Whither Multiracial Militancy?
• Conserving the Racial Order.
• Mulatto (and White) Writers on
Deconstructing Race.
• Beyond Generation Mix.
2011/355 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-776-4

pb $27.50/£26.50

pb $27.50/£26.50
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Gender, Crime, and Justice:

C H O I C E O U T S TA N D I N G A C A D E M I C B O O K !

Race and Justice:

Exploring the Dynamics

Wrongful Convictions of African American Men

Andrew Wilczak

Marvin D. Free, Jr., and Mitch Ruesink

“This book will be the definitive scholarly reference on this topic and a mustread for anyone interested in miscarriages of justice. Essential.” —Choice
“Insightful and well-researched.... An important contribution. Free and Ruesink’s
approach provides much needed context for the large number of wrongful conviction
cases involving African Americans.”
—Shaun Gabbidon,
Pennsylvania State University Harrisburg

I

n this investigation of some 350 wrongful convictions of African American men, Marvin Free
and Mitch Ruesink critically examine how issues of race undercut the larger goals of our criminal
justice system.
Free and Ruesink expand the focus of wrongful conviction studies to include not only homicide,
but also sexual assault, drug dealing, and nonviolent crime. Their careful analysis reveals that black
men accused of crimes against white victims account for a disproportionate number of wrongful
convictions. They also uncover other disturbing failings on the part of prosecutors, police, witnesses,
and informants. Highlighting the systemic role of race, the authors challenge us to move past the
“just a few bad apples” explanation and to instead examine what it is about our criminal justice
system that allows the innocent to be judged guilty.
Marvin D. Free, Jr., is professor emeritus of sociology at the University of WisconsinWhitewater. Mitch Ruesink teaches psychology at Waukesha County Technical College.

CONTENTS

• Wrongful Convictions in the United States.
• Meet the Wrongfully Convicted.
• Murder and Attempted Murder.
• Rape and Sexual Assault.
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• Drug Offenses.
• Robbery and Other Offenses.
• Reducing Wrongful Convictions.
paperback 2015/334 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-237-5

pb $29.95/£28.95

E

xactly what role does gender play in crime, and in the criminal justice system?
Addressing this two-part question from the perspective of the offender, the victim,
the community, and the overall justice system, Andrew Wilczak provides an accessible
introduction to the full range of issues involved.
Notably, this comprehensive text:
• features an inclusive focus on both men and women
• encompasses theory, as well as realities on the ground
• draws on popular culture
• challenges students to ask difficult questions
• ties concepts to students’ own lives
• incorporates an intersectional approach
Designed to simultaneously engage and instruct, the book is ideally suited for classroom use.
Andrew Wilczak is assistant professor of criminology and sociology at Wilkes University.
CONTENTS

STUDYING CRIME AND GENDER:
WHY DOES IT MATTER?
The History of Crime and Gender • Theories of
Crime • The Context of Crime • Gender-Based
Violence • The Criminal Justice System.
THE CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE.
Marx and Crime • Crime and Early Feminism •
Modern Feminism • Postmodern Feminism •
SWERFS and TERFS • Gender- and SexualityBased Hate Crimes.
A REFRESHER ON THEORIES OF CRIME.
Learning and Control • Stress and Culture •
Neighborhoods • The Life-Course Perspective.
FROM JUVENILE DELINQUENCY TO ADULT CRIME.
What Makes Juvenile Delinquency Unique? •
Summer Vacation and the Social Consequences of
Puberty • Another Brick in the Wall • Transgendered
Adolescents and Gender Fluidity • The Nightmare
of High School • “You’re All Growed Up” • Timing
of Transitions • Prison as a Life Course Transition •
Crime Among the Elderly.
GANGS AND DRUG VIOLENCE.
A Brief History of Gangs in the United States •
Modern Gangs: Violence and Community Service
• Girl Gangs: Yes, They Are a Real Thing • Drug
Dealing and Drug Use • Rural Gangs • Gang
Membership as a Life Transition • Getting Out
of the Game.
RELATIONSHIP VIOLENCE.
The Role of Power and Control • Child Abuse and
Molestation • Stalking and Cyberstalking • Family
Violence • Relationship/Acquaintance Rape •
Violence in Same-Sex Relationships.

SEXUAL VIOLENCE.
Stranger Rape • Sexual Assault on Campus • Rape
in Government Institutions: Prisons and the Military
• Violence in Sex Work • Child Pornography •
Human Trafficking and the International Sex Trade
• Sex Slavery? Not in My Backyard.
GENDER IN THE SYSTEM.
Teachers and Students • Cops and Citizens • Courts
and Defendants • Restorative Justice • Prison Life.
LIFE AFTER PRISON.
Recidivism: What Is It, and Why Does It Happen? •
Reintegrating the Family • The Positive Role of
Family Bonds • Is Meaningful Employment
Possible? • Women and Reentry • Gender
Differences in Sentencing Revisited • Recidivism
vs. Reentry.
THE INTERSECTION OF GENDER, RACE, AND CLASS:
EVERYTHING MATTERS.
What Is Intersectionality, and Why Is It So
Important? • Social Stratification in the United
States • Gender, Race, and Crime • Gender, Race,
and Drug Use • Gender, Race, and the Spectrum of
Violent Behavior • Gender, Class, and Crime: Bad
Rich People! • Intersectionality and Victimization •
Intersectionality Over Time.
July 2017/ca. 275 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-660-1

pb $32.50/£31.50
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NEW!

Ending Homelessness: Why We Haven’t, How We Can
Donald W. Burnes and David L. DiLeo, editors

“This must-read book asks how our wealthy
nation ended up with a pervasive homelessness
problem … and suggests what we can do to
solve it.”
—Nan Roman, President and CEO,

Dorm Room Dealers:

The High Life:

Drugs and the Privileges
of Race and Class

Club Kids, Harm and Drug Policy Exploring Alcohol and Drug Issues
Dina Perrone

A. Rafik Mohamed and Erik D. Fritsvold

“Challenges many of the assumptions

“The authors effectively challenge many of
the racial assumptions about America’s drug
war by focusing on the middle- and upperclass dealers who operate ‘in plain sight’
of anti-drug laws in spaces of privilege.”
—Joseph O. Jewell, Ethnic and Racial Studies

“This exceptional ethnography provides
an insightful and fresh perspective on the
power of race and class in our society.”
—Vikas Kumar Gumbhir,
Criminal Justice Review

about drug users, and will benefit both
beginners and professionals interested in
drug use and users, public policy, and
studies of subculture.”
—Contemporary Sociology

“[Offers] fascinating insight into club
kids’ lives and how regular drug users are
able to occupy conventional social roles
and sustain typical social relationships....
Perrone provides a thought-provoking
discussion that challenges the majority
of literature on drug use.” —Lucy Gibson,
Dancecult: Journal of Electronic Dance Music

“Provocative.... A serious and important
book that should be read by students and
scholars in criminology and related social
science disciplines, as well as by parents
of college students, university administrators, and law- and policy makers.”
—Avi Brisman, Race and Justice

With rich, lively details, A. Rafik Mohamed
and Erik Fritsvold deliver unprecedented
insight into the world of college drug
dealers—and offer an important corrective
to the traditional distorted view of the US
drug trade as primarily involving poor
minorities. Drawing on six years of fieldwork at a predominately white private
university, their exceptional ethnography
skillfully explores issues of deviance, race,
and stratification in the US war on drugs.
A. Rafik Mohamed is dean in the
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences
at California State University, San
Bernardino. Erik D. Fritsvold is associate
professor of sociology at the University of
San Diego.
2012/199 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-816-7

Why do well-educated young professionals
engage in frequent and intensive drug use
at dance clubs? And how do they protect
themselves from drug-related illnesses
and involvement with the criminal justice
system? Dina Perrone’s vivid ethnographic
research on New York City “club kids”
illuminates their distinctive subculture,
describes their patterns of drug use, and
explores the factors that protect them
from harm.
Dina Perrone is assistant professor
of criminology and criminal justice at
California State University.
2009/247 pages
ISBN: 978-1-881798-46-0

National Alliance to End Homelessness

Substance Use and Abuse:

pb $26.50/£25.50

Qualitative Studies in Crime and Justice, Volume 2
A CriminalJusticePress Project

“A key read.... Delivers solid research on some
of the innovative approaches to enumerating,
servicing, and housing homeless people, as well
as ongoing barriers to ending homelessness for
good.” —Michele Wakin, Bridgewater State University

Sylvia I. Mignon, Marjorie Marcoux Faiia,
Peter L. Myers, and Earl Rubington

“Accessible and broad, this new text

espite billions of government dollars spent in the
Ddecades
attempt, we are no closer than we were three
ago to solving the problem of homelessness.

provides an up-to-date, comprehensive
overview of alcohol- and drug-related
issues in the United States.”

Why? And what can we do about it?
Tackling these questions, the authors of Ending
Homelessness explore the complicated and often
dysfunctional relationship between efforts to address
homelessness and the realities on the street.
Donald W. Burnes is executive director of
the Burnes Institute on Poverty and Homelessness.
David L. DiLeo is professor emeritus of history
and humanities at Saddleback College.

—Robert L. Peralta, University of Akron

“An excellent resource for students who
need a strong, solid foundation in the
complexities of substance abuse and
dependence.”
—Margaret A. Smith,
Keene State College

In this comprehensive introduction, the
authors explore both the personal and the
societal consequences of alcohol and drug
problems.
Sylvia I. Mignon is associate professor
of human services and criminal justice at
the University of Massachusetts at Boston.
Marjorie Marcoux Faiia is professor of
sociology and women’s studies at Rivier
College. Peter L. Myers is director of the
Addictions Counselor Training Program
at Essex County College. The late Earl
Rubington was professor emeritus of
sociology at Northeastern University.
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C ONTENTS : Introduction: Substances and Society

• Alcohol, Drugs, and Society: An Overview •
Alcohol and Alcoholism • Drugs and Drug
Addiction • DIVERSE POPULATIONS: PATTERNS OF
SUBSTANCE USE AND ABUSE • Children and
Adolescents • Women and Substance Abuse •
Race and Ethnicity • Issues of Sexual Identity •
The Elderly • SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF
SUBSTANCE USE AND ABUSE • College Drinking
• Alcohol, Drugs, and the Family. • Alcohol,
Drugs, and Crime • DIAGNOSIS, TREATMENT,
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