
2ND EDIT ION

Asia Pacific in World Politics
Derek McDougall
Praise for the previous edition:

“Cogently written, [this book] provides an excellent introduction to East and
Southeast Asia. History is used creatively to cast light on the current context 
in the Asia Pacific and [provide] clues about how the future could unfold.”

—Varun Sahni, Contemporary Southeast Asia

“An excellent introductory overview of Asia-Pacific international relations.”
—Kazuhiko Noguchi, Pacific Affairs

“McDougall provides an excellent prognosis of the likely future directions in Asia Pacific
international politics.... A ‘marker book’ for recording where the US, China, and Japan
stood in terms of the challenges in the Asia Pacific region between 1989 and 2006. Highly
recommended.” —Choice

C apturing the most recent currents in world
affairs—without sacrificing historical 

context—the second edition of Asia Pacific in
World Politics reflects more than a decade of
new developments. 

The focus on the region’s major state actors
has now been broadened to include an entirely
new chapter on India and greatly expanded
treatment of both Russia and Australia. The role
of international organizations is also thoroughly
covered, as are the conflicts involving Taiwan
and Korea and the complexities of international
politics in Southeast Asia.

Incorporating discussions of security
broadly defined, political economy, develop-
ment, human rights, refugees, and much more,
this up-to-date text offers an introduction to
Asia Pacific’s dynamic role in world politics
that will encourage students to engage with
contemporary issues and debates.

Derek McDougall is professor of political
Science at the University of Melbourne.

C O N T E N T S  
• Asia Pacific in World Politics. 
THE MAJOR POWERS IN THE REGION. 
• The United States: A Declining Influence? 

• China: The Rising Power. 
• Japan: Not to Be Ignored. 
• China and the United States: 
The Central Dynamic. 

• Japan and the United States: A Key Alliance? 
• China and Japan: A Contentious Relationship. 
CONFLICTS IN NORTHEAST ASIA. 
• Taiwan: Where to Next? 
• The Two Koreas: A Continuing Impasse. 
CHANGING DYNAMICS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 
• International Politics in Southeast Asia. 
• Indonesia: An Emerging Power? 
OTHER KEY REGIONAL ACTORS. 
• India: Moving into Asia Pacific. 
• Russia: Losing Ground. 
• Australia: “Down Under” but Engaged. 
• International Organizations: A Growing Role. 
CONCLUSION. 
• Emerging Themes.

2016/407 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-553-6 pb $27.50/£25.50
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5TH EDIT ION

Understanding Contemporary China
Robert E. Gamer and Stanley W. Toops, editors

“This fifth edition remains arguably the best multidisciplinary anthology on
China, offering up-to-date information in a single volume. Nearly all articles
have an eye on the past, present, and future, which novices to China will 
appreciate.... Highly recommended.” —Choice

Praise for the previous editions:

“Leading readers almost painlessly through an extensive tour of modern 
China’s events and issues, this anthology is well planned and, with its extensive
bibliographies at the end of each chapter, a useful guide to deeper study as well 
as a rich resource for acquainting readers with China.... A well woven and brightly 
colored tapestry creating a kaleidoscopic and vibrant picture of China.”

—Mary Karen Solomon, Education About Asia

C hina today bears little resemblance to the
country introduced in the first edition of

Understanding Contemporary China, pub-
lished nearly two decades ago. Even in just 
the past five years, dramatic changes have
occurred under the leadership of President 
Xi Jinping.
This new edition of the book reflects those

changes, exploring the impact of new domestic
policies; China’s role as a behemoth in the world
economy; its rapidly modernizing infrastructure;
its expanding military presence in the region; the
environmental challenges it confronts; and much
more. The result is an accessible, well-grounded
look at the most crucial issues affecting China
today.

Robert E. Gamer is professor emeritus of
political science at the University of Missouri–
Kansas City. Stanley W. Toops is associate
professor of geography and international studies
at Miami University.

C O N T E N T S  
• Introduction—R.E. Gamer. 
• China: A Geographic Preface—S.W. Toops. 

• The Historical Context—R. Murphey. 
• Chinese Politics—R.E. Gamer. 
• China’s Economy—S.Y. Tong and J. Wong. 
• China Beyond the Heartland—L.T. White III 
and R.E. Gamer. 

• International Relations—R.E. Gamer. 
• Population Growth and Urbanization
—M. Rong. 

• China’s Environmental Problems
—R.L. Edmonds. 

• Family, Kinship, Marriage, and Sexuality 
—W. Jankawiak and X. Zang. 

• Women and Development—L. Bossen. 
• Religion—H. Chan and A.Y.C. King. 
• Literature and Popular Culture
—C.A. Laughlin. 

• Trends and Prospects—R.E. Gamer and 
L.T. White III.

2017/526 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-653-3 pb $28.50/£22.50
Understanding: Introductions to the States and Regions 
of the Contemporary World
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Politics in East Asia: 
Explaining Change and Continuity
Timothy C. Lim

“A concise, insightful examination of evolving political structures and practices
in East Asia.” —Choice

T his systematic, innovative intro-
duction to the dynamic politics and

political economies of China, Japan,
North Korea, South Korea, and Taiwan
teaches students how to think analyti-

cally, critically, and independently about the
most significant developments in the region. 

The text offers in-depth coverage of the
unique experiences of each country, all within
the framework of an explicit comparative per-
spective. Throughout, the five countries are
contrasted with one another to maximize
opportunities for learning. Covering the inter-
twined issues of politics, economics, and cul-
ture, this is a book that is ideally suited for
assignment in any social science course on
East Asia.

Timothy C. Lim is professor of political
science at California State University, Los
Angeles.

C O N T E N T S  
• Explaining Change and Continuity 
in East Asia. 

• From Poverty to Prosperity in One Generation:
Explaining the Economic East Asian “Miracle.” 

• Crisis and Malaise: Whither the 
East Asian Miracle? 

• Capitalism or Bust? China’s Rise and North
Korea’s Economic Decay. 

• Political Change in Japan, South Korea, and
Taiwan. 

• Democracy After Transition: Consolidating
Political Change. 

• The Prospects for Political Change 
in China and North Korea. 

• East Asia as the New 
Immigrant Frontier? 

• Conclusion.

2014/417 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-055-5 pb $28.50/£22.95
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“Well-researched, well-structured. Highly 
recommended.” —Choice

“Each chapter is abundantly filled with
detailed material and analyses.... A must-read
for Taiwanese scholars and students of
Taiwan.”—M. Bob Kao, LSE Review of Books

W hen Chen Shui-bian, Taiwan’s first non-
Kuomintang president, left office in 2008, his

tenure was widely considered a disappointment.
More recent events, however, suggest the need for a
reassessment of this crucial period in Taiwan’s polit-
ical development. Taiwan’s Democracy Challenged
provides that assessment, considering key facets of
both the progress toward and the obstacles to demo-
cratic consolidation during the Chen Shui-bian era.

Yun-han Chu is professor of political 
science at National Taiwan University. Larry
Diamond is senior fellow at the Freeman 
Spogli Institute for International Studies and
the Hoover Institution, Stanford University.
Kharis Templeman is research associate at 
the Spogli Institute’s Center on Democracy,
Development, and the Rule of Law.

Taiwan’s Democracy Challenged: The Chen Shui-bian Years
Yun-han Chu, Larry Diamond, and Kharis Templeman, editors

C O N T E N T S  

Taiwan’s Democracy Under Chen Shui-bian—K.
Templeman, L. Diamond, and Y. Chu • POLITICS
AND PUBLIC OPINION • Party Politics and Elections:
The Road to 2008—S. Rigger • The DPP in
Majoritarian Elections—J. Lin • Partisanship and
Public Opinion—E.C. Yu • Polarized Politics and
Support for Democracy—Y. Chu, M. Huang, and Y.
Chang • DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN ACTION •
Executive-Legislative Relations Under Divided
Government—S. Hawang • Horizontal Accountability and
the Rule of Law—W. Chen and J.C. Hsu • Strengthening
Constitutionalism—Y. Chu • STATE-SOCIETY RELATIONS •
Civil Society and the Politics of Engagement—C. Huang
• Press Freedom and the Mass Media—C. Feng •
Restructuring State-Business Relations—J.W.Y. Wang, S.
Chen, and C. Kuo • DPP Clientelism: A Failed Political
Project—C. Wang • NATIONAL SECURITY AND CROSS-
STRAIT RELATIONS • Depoliticizing Taiwan’s Security
Apparatus—Y. Tzeng • Troubled Waters: The Conflict over
Cross-Strait Relations—T. Leng.

2016/364 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-404-1 pb $32.50/£29.95
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Politics and Society in
Contemporary China
Elizabeth Freund Larus

“An ideal introductory textbook for both
scholars and novices.... Larus’ book is a
unique contribution to the field of Chinese 
politics as well as social and economic
history.” —Jay Goulding, Pacific Affairs

“A fine introduction.... The overall organi-
zation of this book is intuitive and practical,
providing a sound framework around which
to organize a course.” —Charlotte Lee, 

The China Journal

“An impressive textbook.... It is compre-
hensive, interprets the evolution of
Chinese politics from ancient to current
times in an incisive and convincing man-
ner, links the present to the past better, 
and (last but not least for a textbook) is
quite readable.” —Cal Clark, 

American Journal of Chinese Studies

This authoritative text captures the dyna-
mism of Chinese politics and society.
Elizabeth Larus begins with a broad sweep
of China’s modern history providing
essential context for understanding the
current political environment. She then
makes sense of the dramatic political,
social, and economic changes that have
occurred across some six decades. The
result is a rich and detailed analysis that 
is both thought-provoking and accessible,
appropriate for students at all levels.

Elizabeth Freund Larus is professor
of political science and international affairs
at the University of Mary Washington.

CONTENTS: Studying Chinese Politics • The
Historical Context • The Mao Years • The
Structures of Politics • Political Reform •
Social Dynamics • Political Economy • The
Rural-Urban Divide • The Military and Defense
Policy • Foreign Policy • China’s Future.

2012/491 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-58826-825-9 pb $32.50/£24.95

Will This Be China’s
Century? A Skeptic’s View
Mel Gurtov

“Gurtov ... offers a measured assessment
of China’s global influence, writing con-
cisely about the extent of China’s develop-
ment over recent decades, but also high-
lighting real challenges and weaknesses.”

—Tim Summers, International Affairs

“A crisp and insightful meditation on the
implications of a rising China.”

—John Delury, Global Asia

Mel Gurtov takes issue with the wide-
spread view that China is on the way to
rivaling or even displacing the United
States as the dominant world power.

Gurtov identifies serious constraints
that will keep the country’s leadership
focused for the foreseeable future on chal-
lenges at home. Arguing that China’s eco-
nomic rise has exacerbated problems of
social inequality, environmental degrada-
tion, official corruption, and more—and that
its military capabilities and ambitions are
far more limited than many observers have
suggested—he makes a strong case that the
most productive US policy will be one of
engagement on issues of common concern,
rather than confrontation or containment.

Mel Gurtov is professor emeritus of
political science at Portland State University.

CONTENTS: Exploring the “Century” Issue •
Interpreting China’s Rise • Evaluating China’s
Place in the World • China’s Reach • China’s
“Good Citizenship” • Feet of Clay • The United
States by Default? • Whose Century? • Toward
Sino-US Reengagement • Reassessing the
China Challenge.

2013/205 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-58826-874-7 pb $23/£20.95

NOW PRICED FOR COURSE USE

China’s Regional Relations: 
Evolving Foreign Policy Dynamics
Mark Beeson and Fujian Li 

“Although many other works have exam-
ined China’s regional relations, few have
done so in the systematic manner that
Beeson and Li adopt.” —Brandon K. Yoder, 

International Studies Review

“An insightful analysis.... The authors dis-
play a thorough knowledge of the Chinese
perspective, including the views of both
the party-state leadership and Chinese
netizens.” —Choice

Has China’s much-discussed “charm
offensive” come to an end? Are fears
about the country’s more assertive foreign
policies justified? How will a rising China
interact with its regional neighbors? Mark
Beeson and Fujian Li address these ques-
tions by comprehensively exploring the
nature, effectiveness, and implications of
China’s foreign policy strategy in Asia
and Australia.

Mark Beeson is professor of interna-
tional politics at Murdoch University.
Fujian Li is a research fellow of the East
Asian Studies Center at China Foreign
Affairs University.

CONTENTS: China Changes Everything • The
Rise of Regions • China Transformed • East
Asia or the Asia Pacific? • Southeast Asia •
Northeast Asia • India, Russia, and Central Asia
• Sino-Australian Relations • A Regional or a
Global Power?

2014/254 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-040-1 hc $26.50/£24.50
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