4TH EDITION

Understanding the Contemporary Middle East
Jillian Schwedler, editor

“A must read for specialists in the field and an excellent choice for broad
surveys.... Highly recommended.” —Choice
Praise for the previous editions:

“A multi-dimensional picture of the Middle East that comes alive as you browse
through the pages.... It is seldom that one comes across such a good introduction
to the Middle East that could be used for both undergraduate and postgraduate
level courses.” —Pinar Bilgin, Millennium
“A superb and engaging book profiling the region.... This unique volume is one of the few
truly interdisciplinary books about the contemporary Middle East.” —Library Journal

T

he fourth edition of Understanding the
Contemporary Middle East is fully revised
and updated throughout to reflect the stillunfolding impact of the Arab Spring, the
changing international environment, the
impasse in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and
much more. The book also includes an entirely
new chapter on the role of women in the
Middle East. Maps, photographs, and details of
basic political data enhance the text, widely
acknowledged as the best available introduction to the region.
Jillian Schwedler is professor of political
science at Hunter College and the Graduate
Center, City University of New York.

• International Relations—M.A. Tétreault.
• The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
—S. Sharoni and M. Abu-Nimer.
• The Economies of the Middle East
—A. Paczynska.
• The Political Economy of Middle Eastern Oil
—M.A. Tétreault.
• Population Growth, Urbanization, and the
Challenges of Unemployment—V.M. Moghadam.
• Kinship, Class, and Ethnicity—L. King-Irani.
• The Role of Women—L. Pollard.
• Religion and Politics in the Middle East
—J. Schwedler.
• Middle Eastern Literature—m. cooke.
• Trends and Prospects—J. Schwedler.

CONTENTS

2013/487 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-910-2

• Introduction—J. Schwedler.
• The Middle East: A Geographic Preface
—I.R. Manners, B.M. Parmenter, and R. King.
• The Historical Context—A. Goldschmidt Jr.
• Middle Eastern Politics—P. Schrodt and
D.J. Gerner.

pb $28.50/£22.50

Understanding: Introductions to the
States and Regions of the Contemporary World
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2ND EDITION

Politics and Society in
the Contemporary Middle East
Michele Penner Angrist, editor

Politics and Culture
in Contemporary Iran:

Beyond the Arab Spring:

Challenging the Status Quo

Democracy and
Authoritarianism
in the Arab World

Abbas Milani and Larry Diamond, editors

Nicola Pratt

“This valuable book ... provide[s] an

“Nicola Pratt provides a thorough analysis
of a very complex subject.... A significant
addition to our knowledge.”

Rex Brynen, Pete W. Moore,
Bassel F. Salloukh, and Marie-Joëlle Zahar

objective and critical analysis of Iran’s
political development.” —Choice

Authoritarianism and Democratization in the Arab World

—Clovis Maksoud, Political Science Quarterly

“This finely crafted book ... allows readers
to go beyond the official representation of
the country and gain a deeper appreciation
of the complexity of a rich and vibrant
society.” —Library Journal
Despite the relative calm apparent in Iran
today, there is unmistakable evidence of
political, social, and cultural ferment stirring beneath the surface. The authors of
Politics and Culture in Contemporary
Iran—a group of scholars, activists, and
artists—explore that unrest and its challenge to the legitimacy and stability of the
present authoritarian regime.
Abbas Milani is Moghadam Director
of Iranian Studies at Stanford University
and codirector, with Larry Diamond, of
the Iran Democracy Project at Stanford’s
Hoover Institution. Larry Diamond is
senior fellow at both the Hoover Institution
and the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies at Stanford.
C ONTENTS : Introduction—the Editors • Ayatollah
Khomeini’s Theory of Government—A. Naraghi
• Cleavages in Iranian Politics Since 1979
—H. Bashiriyeh • Democracy After the Green
Movement—M. Kar • Exploring Iran’s Legal
Structure—F. Haghighatjoo • The Role of the
Basij in Iranian Politics—S. Golkar • A Portrait
of the Persian Blogosphere—J. Kelly and B.
Etling • The Role of Social Media: Myth and
Reality—M. Yahyanejad • The Revolution
and Music: A Personal Odyssey—M. Namjoo
• Iran’s Democratic Movements—A. Milani •
Epilogue: “A History of Postrevolutionary
Iran”: A Prose Poem—S. Behbahani.

2015/301 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-147-7

pb $25/£22.95

“This is the most sophisticated and powerful interrogation of the function of
civil society in the Arab world available
today.... For anyone interested in how
political reform can be mounted in this
crucial region, the book provides compelling reading.”
—Glen Rangwala
University of Cambridge

What explains the enduring rule of authoritarian regimes in the Arab world? Nicola
Pratt offers an innovative approach to this
recurring question, shedding light on the
failure of democratization by examining
both the broad dynamics of authoritarianism in the region and the particular role
of civil society.
Pratt appraises the part that civil society actors played in the normalization of
authoritarianism in the Middle East, the
challenges that new organized groups now
pose to entrenched Arab regimes, and the
varying ways in which those regimes are
responding. She also explores the diversity
of conceptions of democracy among nonstate actors. Arguing against the idea that
Arab culture is inherently incompatible
with democracy—the concept of Middle
East “exceptionalism”—she assesses the
realistic potential for democratization in
the region.
Nicola Pratt is associate professor of
international politics of the Middle East at
the University of Warwick.
2007/236 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-486-2

pb $23/£20.95

“Provides a comprehensive explanatory
framework with which to make sense of
the Arab uprisings.”
—Jacob Høigilt,
Journal of Islamic Studies

“A comprehensive assessment, at once
sophisticated and accessible, of current
developments and trends.”
—Elfatih A.
Abdelsalam, The Muslim World Book Review

“An insightful and thought-provoking
volume which addresses both the forces
which have sustained authoritarianism
in the region and the roots of popular
mobilization.” —Charis Bredin, Banipal
For years the authoritarian regimes of the
Arab world displayed remarkable persistence. Then, beginning in December 2010,
much of the region underwent rapid and
remarkable political change. This volume
explores the precursors, nature, and trajectory of the dynamics unleashed by the
Arab Spring.
The authors focus on the complex
forces that have sustained authoritarianism
in the region, as well as the roots of popular
mobilization and regime overthrow. They
also examine the possibilities for democratic
reform—and relapse. Their work offers a
comprehensive assessment, at once sophisticated and accessible, of current developments and trends in the countries of the
Arab Middle East and North Africa.
Rex Brynen is professor of political
science at McGill University. Pete W. Moore
is associate professor of political science
at Case Western Reserve University. Bassel
F. Salloukh is associate professor of political science at the Lebanese American
University in Beirut. Marie-Joëlle Zahar
is associate professor of political science
at the University of Montreal.
2013/349 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-878-5
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Praise for the previous edition:

“This is one of the best surveys of Middle East politics. Highly recommended.”
—Choice

“Excellent.... An extremely clear and comprehensive introduction to the politics
of the Middle East, far superior to other available texts.”
—Samer Shehata,
Georgetown University

“One of the most lucidly written, highly objective surveys on the politics of the Middle
East ... available today.” —Elhum Haghighat, RoMES

T

his cutting-edge examination of the domestic politics of the Middle East—now thoroughly revised to reflect the events of the Arab
Spring—has quickly proven itself ideal for
classroom use.
The book has been designed to give students tools that will help them to analyze politics in the region not only during the present
unsettled period, but also as events unfold.
Offering insightful analyses and a wealth of
accessible information, it encourages comparative, critical thinking by students at all levels.
Michele Penner Angrist is associate professor of political science at Union College.
CONTENTS

• The Making of Middle East Politics
—M.P. Angrist.
CONTEMPORARY DYNAMICS.
• Governments and Opposition—M. El Ghobashy.
• The Impact of International Politics
—F.G. Gause III.
• Political Economy—P.W. Moore.

• Civil Society—S. Carapico.
• Religion and Politics—J. Schwedler.
• Identity and Politics—D.S. Patel.
• Gender and Politics—D. Singerman.
CASES.
• Algeria—Y.H. Zoubir.
• Egypt—N.J. Brown, E. Shahin, and J. Stacher.
• Iran—A. Keshavarzian.
• Iraq—F.H. Lawson.
• Israel—A. Dowty.
• Jordan—C.R. Ryan.
• Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates
—M. Herb.
• Palestine—N.J. Brown.
• Saudi Arabia—G. Okruhlik.
• Syria—F.H. Lawson.
• Turkey—M.J. Patton.
CONCLUSION.
• Trends and Prospects—M.P. Angrist.
2013/550 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-908-9

pb $35/£26.95

pb $27.50/£21.95
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Islamism: A New Totalitarianism

Women, Islam, and Resistance
in the Arab World

Mehdi Mozaffari

“Timely and important.... a book that finally makes Islamism intelligible to
Western students of history and politics.” —Roger Griffin, Oxford Brookes University
“An important contribution to debates on the role of totalitarian ideologies and
movements in the 21st century.” —Uwe Backes, Hannah Arendt Institute, TU Dresden
From the reviews of the Danish edition:

“With its conceptual clarifications and analytical tools, [this book] opens the
door to an understanding of the relation between Islam, Islamism, Islamization,
and events in the Middle East.” —Lone Nørgaard, Jyllands-Posten

Maria Holt and Haifaa Jawad

“Timely and important.... The authors provide a much needed examination of
the diverse ways in which Muslim women in the Arab world challenge repressive
rule.... [This] is an essential book for scholars and students of political resistance,
state repression, and gender politics.” —Alice J. Kang, Perspectives on Politics
“A richly nuanced analysis of the complex ways in which Muslim women have
drawn strength from their religion in resisting inequality and violence, whether
generated from within their own community or from the outside.”
—Michaelle Browers, Middle East Journal

“Takes the debate about Islamism to a new and higher level of information and reflection.”
—Frederik Stjernfelt, University of Copenhagen

W

hat exactly does Islamism mean? And
what explains its violent expansion in
recent decades? Are there similarities between
Islamism and classical totalitarian regimes and
ideologies? Will it fail, as those regimes did in
Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union; or can it
adapt effectively to changing realities? What
are the fundamental strengths and weaknesses
of the Islamic project?
Addressing these questions within a context
both historical and global, Mehdi Mozaffari
provides an important new framework for
understanding the full impact of Islamism in
the Middle East and beyond.
Mehdi Mozaffari is professor emeritus of
political science at Aarhus University.

CONTENTS

• Why Is the Study of Islamism Important?
• Ideological Roots of Islamism.

4 • Lynne Rienner Publishers

• The Rise and Evolution of Islamism in Light
of European Totalitarianism.
• Shia Radicalization.
• Globalization and the Revival of the
Islamic Civilization.
• Islamism and Freedom of Expression.
• Islamism and the Problematic of “Amity”
and “Enmity.”
• Islamism and World Order.
• Islamism: A New Totalitarianism.
2017/345 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-655-7
No rights in Austria, Germany, and Switzerland

pb $32.50/£29.95

H

ow are women in the Arab world negotiating
the male-dominated character of Islamist
movements? Is their participation in the Islamic
political project—including violent resistance
against foreign invasion and occupation—the
result of coercion, or of choice? Questioning
assumptions about female powerlessness in
Muslim societies, Maria Holt and Haifaa Jawad
explore the resistance struggles taking place
in Lebanon, Iraq, Palestine, and elsewhere in
the Middle East from the perspectives of the
women involved.
The authors make extensive use of vivid
personal testimonies as they examine the influence of such factors as religion, patriarchy, and
traditional practices in determining women’s
modes of participation in conflicts. In the
process, they add to our knowledge not only of
how women are affected by political violence,
but also of how their involvement is beginning
to change the rules that govern their societies.

Maria Holt is reader in the Department
of Political Science at the University of
Westminster, London. Haifaa Jawad is senior
lecturer in Islamic and Middle Eastern studies
at the University of Birmingham.
CONTENTS

• Women and Islamism in the Arab World.
• Islamic Discourses on Women and Violence.
• Expressions of Resistance:
Women and the Arab Spring.
• Islam and Revolution:
Shiite Women in Lebanon.
• Islam and Resistance: Iraqi Women.
• The Violence of Occupation: Palestinian Women
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
• The Way Forward.
2013/211 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-925-6

hc $26.50/£24.50
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Party Politics and the Prospects
for Democracy in North Africa

3RD EDITION

Modernizing Women:
Gender and Social Change in the Middle East

Lise Storm

Valentine M. Moghadam
Praise for the previous editions:

“One of the best studies of women and social change in the Middle East ever to
be published.... Superb.” —Choice
“Moghadam addresses a bewildering array of puzzling anomalies and, slicing
skillfully through them, exposes their bare bones and substructure.”
—Middle East Journal

V

alentine Moghadam’s seminal study of the
gendered nature of political and social
processes in the Middle East and North Africa
has been fully updated to reflect more than a
decade of major changes.
This new edition reflects an emphasis on
the impacts of both globalization and democratization. It also includes entirely new chapters
on the gender dynamics of conflicts in the
region, on women and the Arab Spring, and on
the achievements of women’s rights movements. The result is an indispensable contribution to our understanding of current popular
struggles for modernity, democratization, and
meaningful citizenship.
Valentine M. Moghadam is professor
of sociology and director of the International
Affairs Program at Northeastern University.
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CONTENTS

• Gendering the Middle East and North Africa.
• Gender and Political Processes:
A Historical Context.
• Globalization and Women’s
Economic Citizenship.
• Gender and the Family: Patriarchy in Crisis.
• Gender, Conflict, and War: Palestine,
Afghanistan, Iraq.
• Gender Politics and the Islamic State:
The Case of Iran.
• Democratic Transitions: Women and
the Arab Spring.
• Modernizing Women.
2013/333 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-909-6

“Highly recommended.” —Choice
“Lise Storm separates the wheat from the chaff in North Africa’s political party
scene.... [She] has made an important, impressive contribution to our understanding of political parties in North Africa, particularly in the post–Arab
Spring context.” —Matt Buehler, Middle East Journal

W

hat are the prospects for democracy in North
Africa in the wake of the Arab Spring?
Addressing that question, Lise Storm provides
a rich analysis of party politics in the region.
Storm focuses on Tunisia, Morocco, and
Algeria, examining the key characteristics
and political dynamics of each country’s party
system as they have evolved over time. Her
research sheds light not only on the origins,
development, and functioning of these parties,
but also on their contribution to the survival of
authoritarianism and their potential as vehicles
for democratization.
Lise Storm is senior lecturer in Middle
East politics at the Institute of Arab and
Islamic Studies, University of Exeter.

CONTENTS

• Introduction.
• Political Parties and Democracy.
• Party Politics in Morocco Before the Arab Spring.
• Prospects for Democracy in Morocco.
• Party Politics in Tunisia Before
the Jasmine Revolution.
• Prospects for Democracy in Tunisia.
• Party Politics in Algeria Before the Arab Spring.
• Prospects for Democracy in Algeria.
• Prospects for Democracy in North Africa.
2014/244 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-958-4

hc $28.50/£26.50

Studies on North Africa

pb $26.50/£24.50
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M O R E O U T S TA N D I N G T I T L E S

2ND EDITION

The Foreign Policies of Middle East States
Civil Society in Syria and Iran: Activism in Authoritarian Contexts

Raymond Hinnebusch and Anoushiravan Ehteshami, editors

Paul Aarts and Francesco Cavatorta, editors

“Rich with information and analysis on the various aspects and effects of authoritarianism in Syria
and Iran.... Indispensable and highly recommended for those who study the Middle East and follow
the literature on authoritarianism in general.” —Jubin M. Goodarzi, Perspectives on Politics
2013/259 pages • ISBN: 978-1-58826-857-0

“Offers a rich and robust account of the foreign policies of Middle East and
North African states, capturing how they are driven by the interplay of systemic,
and subsystemic, domestic, and individual level forces in the region.”
—Steven E. Lobell, University of Utah

pb $25/£22.95

Praise for the previous edition:

“The key components of foreign policy decision-making, the ‘why,’ ‘who,’
‘what,’ and ‘how,’ are lucidly explained and amply illustrated.... [A] very
good and useful book.” —David Capitanchik, International Affairs

The Syrian Uprising: Dynamics of an Insurgency
Carsten Wieland, Adam Almqvist, and Helena Nassif
Dissects Syria’s ongoing insurgency from three perspectives—missed opportunities during the 2000s,
transnational cyberactivism, and the profound impact of famous Syrian actress Muna Wassef’s complex
loyalties—to cast light on the underlying causes and early developments of the civil war.
2013/116 pages • ISBN: 978-0-9568732-1-7

pb $16.95/£15.50

Egypt’s Tahrir Revolution
Dan Tschirgi, Walid Kazziha, and Sean F. McMahon, editors

“An in-depth analysis of the antecedents, process, and implications of former President Husni Mubarak’s
overthrow.” —Alexandra BetGeorge, Middle East Journal
2013/287 pages • ISBN: 978-1-58826-884-6

hc $27.50/£25.50

T

his new edition of The Foreign Policies of
Middle East States reflects the momentous
events and shifting dynamics that have occurred
in the region in the nearly fifteen years since
the first edition was published. Working within
a common analytical framework, the authors
offer a theoretically grounded, systematic examination of the foreign policies of eleven states.
Raymond Hinnebusch is professor of
international relations and Middle East politics
at the University of St Andrews. Anoushiravan
Ehteshami is professor of international relations
at the School of Government and International
Affairs, University of Durham.

• The Foreign Policies of Iraq and Lebanon
—A. Saouli.
• The Foreign Policy of Jordan—C.R. Ryan.
• The Foreign Policy of Qatar—M. Kamrava.
• The Foreign Policy of Saudi Arabia
—F.G. Gause III.
• The Foreign Policy of Syria—R. Hinnebusch.
• The Foreign Policy of Tunisia—E.C. Murphy.
NON-ARAB REGIONAL POWERS.
• The Foreign Policy of Iran—A. Ehteshami.
• The Foreign Policy of Israel—C. Jones.
• The Foreign Policy of Turkey—P. Robins.
CONCLUSION.
• Making Foreign Policy in the Midst of
Turbulence—R. Hinnebusch and A. Ehteshami.

CONTENTS

Saudi Arabia and Ethiopia: Islam, Christianity, and Politics Entwined
Haggai Erlich

“[Erlich] provides important insights into the religious dimensions of international relations and is
an excellent introduction to the new modes of foreign relations that characterize global affairs in the
twenty-first century.” —John Voll, American Historical Review
paperback 2014/249 pages • ISBN: 978-1-62637-193-4

“A highly useful introduction to the Middle East subsystem for undergraduates or
graduates without previous exposure.” —Choice

pb $26/£23.95

• Foreign Policy in the Middle East
—R. Hinnebusch.
• The Middle East Regional System
—R. Hinnebusch.
PIVOTAL ARAB POWERS.
• The Foreign Policy of Egypt
—R. Hinnebusch and N. Shama.

2014/400 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-029-6

pb $28.50/£22.50

The Arab Gulf States: Beyond Oil and Islam
Sean Foley

“Brings out well the challenges, future possibilities, and oft-overlooked complexities of the six monarchical
states of the Gulf.... This is a wonderful addition to the literature.” —Gerd Nonneman, International Affairs
2010/315 pages • ISBN: 978-1-58826-706-1
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L I T E R AT U R E F O R Y O U R C O U R S E S

F O R Y O U R P E R S O N A L L I B R A RY

Oranges in the Sun: Short Stories from the Arabian Gulf

Jocelyne Cesari

edited and translated by Deborah

“Cesari provides a new and powerful frame-

What Is Political Islam?

S. Akers and Abubaker A. Bagader

work for understanding the conditions of possibility for political Islam in a wide range of
countries.... Her book represents the most
important work on political Islam to appear in
more than a decade.”
—Peter Mandaville,

“[A] gem of a book.... These short stories uncover some of the preoccupations confronting Arab Gulf
states.... They open a rare window into a world that is [usually] closed to the non-Arabic reader.”
—Joseph A. Kéchichian, Gulf News

pb $18.95/£17.50

2008/239 pages • ISBN: 978-0-89410-869-3

George Mason University

“A grounding work.... Cesari adds nuance to
the question of how modernity evolved in the
Muslim context and unravels common assumptions and cemented theories pertaining to
political Islam.... Fascinating and unique.”

Return of the Spirit a novel
Tawfiq al-Hakim newly translated and with an introduction by William Maynard Hutchins

“In this newly translated edition of Return of the Spirit ... Hakim’s pivotal text comes to life, rendered into
fluid English by William Maynard Hutchins.” —Charis Bredin, Banipal

—Melissa Finn, University of Waterloo

“This is a novel about Egypt par excellence: here we find Egypt not only in the … daily life … of Muhsin
and his uncles and aunt … but also in the crowded street, coffee houses, tramcars and trains, in wedding
parties and classrooms, at demonstrations and in prison.”
—Ali B. Jad, Form and Technique

he debate continues unabated: Is political Islam
Ttradition—or
decipherable through the tenets of the Islamic
is it a tool of secular actors who

in the Egyptian Novel: 1912–1971

2012/295 pages • ISBN: 978-1-58826-817-4

shrewdly misuse religious references? Is it an
expression of modernity, or a return to the past?
Eschewing these dichotomies, Jocelyne Cesari
demystifies the continuous process of interaction
between secular and religious actors and institutions
that is at the core of political mobilization in the
name of Islam.

pb $23/£20.95

No rights in the Middle East (except Israel)

Men in the Sun and Other Palestinian Stories

Cesari traces the origins of political Islam
to the inception of the modern nation-state,
revealing the decisive role of secular nationalist
rulers in its creation. In the process, she puts to
rest the myth that there has been a lack of modernization in the Muslim world—and shows
how that myth has proven dangerous. Ranging
from Senegal to Egypt, from Indonesia to Iraq, her
analysis provides a much needed corrective to the
“conventional wisdom.”
Jocelyne Cesari is professor of religion and politics at the University of Birmingham; senior research
fellow at Georgetown University’s Berkley Center for
Religion, Peace, and World Affairs; and professorial
fellow at the Australian Catholic University.
CONTENTS:

Political Islam: The Nexus of State, Religion, and Nation
• Muslim Nationalism and the Secular State • Hegemonic
Islam • Civil Islam • The Globalization of Political Islam •
The Riddle of Political Islam.
2018/232 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-692-2

hc $65/£59.95
Special price $35*
*Must order by mail, phone, or fax

Ghassan Kanafani, translated by Hilary Kilpatrick

ORDER

“Far from being a simple parable, [Men in the Sun] depicts some often hidden aspects of the complex
social and political reality of the Palestinians ... and is also a well-told story.” —Samir el-Youssef, Banipal
1999/117 pages • ISBN: 978-0-89410-857-0

pb $14.95/£13.50

1

Name______________________________________

3

FORM

❏ Payment enclosed; check made payable to
Lynne Rienner Publishers; US dollars only
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❏ Please charge: ❏ VISA ❏ MC Exp. ________
_________________________________________________

Palestine’s Children: Returning to Haifa and Other Stories

_________________________________________________

Ghassan Kanafani, translated by Barbara Harlow and Karen E. Riley

City _________________________________________

“[Kanafani] unabashedly depicts the hardship of life in the refugee camps, the agony of succumbing to

State_____________ Zip/Postal Code____________

numerous political or ideological shifts, and life nearly devoid of hope.... The novella Returning to Haifa
speaks volumes about the enduring traumas of war.” —Christine Dykgraaf, MESA Bulletin

Telephone__________________________________

2000/202 pages • ISBN: 978-0-89410-890-7

Card No. _____________________________________
Signature ____________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________
(required for e-exams)

pb $16.95/£15.50

ISBN
(last 6 digits)

AUTHOR

PRICE

The Palestinian Wedding:
A Bilingual Anthology of Contemporary Palestinian Resistance Poetry
A.M. Elmessiri, illustrated by Kamal Boullata

“It is, quite simply, very important to see all these poems together still.... Reading [The Palestinian Wedding]
we learn a great deal about Palestine and about ourselves as human beings.” —Stephen Watts, Banipal
1982/249 pages • ISBN: 978-0-89410-096-3
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