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Fragile Nation, Shattered Land: 
The Modern History of Syria
James A. Reilly

“Reilly’s Fragile Nation, Shattered Land is a gem. Reilly does what only a master
historian who has studied Syria for a lifetime could do: he condenses 500 years
of history into 200 pages, and almost every page delivers a sparkling insight set
off by a simple and elegant style. This book should be read by anyone wishing to
understand the deeper social and cultural dimensions of Syria’s modern crisis.”

—Joshua Landis, University of Oklahoma

“This book will be a certain, and immediate, classic. It is likely to be the best
book published on Syria for a long time.... Outstanding.” —Michael Provence, 

University of California, San Diego

“An epic history of modern Syria, this book is vital to understanding the roots of what has
become the most devastating conflict of the 21st century.... Reilly helps explain the roots of
Syria’s tragedy and the possible futures that may await it.” —Murtaza Hussain, The Intercept

H ow did the lands that are today Syria survive
the vicissitudes of centuries of Ottoman,

Egyptian, and French rule, only to stand now
in ruins, shattered by a brutal civil war? To pro-
vide answers, James Reilly traces five centuries
of Syrian history, from the Ottoman period to
the present.

Reilly brings to life the myriad historical,
cultural, social, economic, and political factors
that have bound Syrians together, as well as
those that have torn them apart. Drawing on
extensive primary sources and recent historiog-
raphy in English, French, and Arabic, he has
written an essential book for those who want to
understand not only contemporary Syria, but
also the Middle East region.

James A. Reilly is professor of history at
the University of Toronto.

C O N T E N T S  
• Introduction. 
• Syria Becomes Ottoman, Sixteenth to 

Seventeenth Centuries. 

• Syria’s “Long” Eighteenth Century: 
Political Crises and Local Rulers. 

• Syria Between Europe and the Ottomans,
1820s–1900s. 

• The Idea of Syria and World War I. 
• France and the Creation of the 

Syrian Territorial State. 
• Crises of Independent Statehood. 
• Thirty Years of Hafez al-Assad. 
• A False “Spring” and Gathering Storms. 
• Uprising, Civil War, and Fragmentation. 
• Syria Divided. 
• Chronology. 
• Who’s Who. 
• Glossary.

October 2018/ca. 300 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-749-3 hc $38.50/£35.50
US and US dependencies, Canada, and the Philippines only
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Islamism: A New Totalitarianism
Mehdi Mozaffari

“A welcome addition to the existing literature on this most complex phenomenon.”
—The Muslim World Book Review

“Timely and important.... a book that finally makes Islamism intelligible 
to Western students of history and politics.” —Roger Griffin, 

Oxford Brookes University

“An important contribution to debates on the role of totalitarian ideologies and
movements in the 21st century.” —Uwe Backes, Hannah Arendt Institute, TU Dresden

From the reviews of the Danish edition:

“With its conceptual clarifications and analytical tools, [this book] opens the door to an
understanding of the relation between Islam, Islamism, Islamization, and events in the
Middle East.” —Lone Nørgaard, Jyllands-Posten

W hat exactly does Islamism mean? And
what explains its violent expansion in

recent decades? Are there similarities between
Islamism and classical totalitarian regimes and
ideologies? Will it fail, as those regimes did in
Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union; or can it
adapt effectively to changing realities? What
are the fundamental strengths and weaknesses
of the Islamic project?

Addressing these questions within a context
both historical and global, Mehdi Mozaffari
provides an important new framework for
understanding the full impact of Islamism in
the Middle East and beyond.

Mehdi Mozaffari is professor emeritus of
political science at Aarhus University. 

C O N T E N T S
• Why Is the Study of Islamism Important? 
• Ideological Roots of Islamism. 
• The Rise and Evolution of Islamism. 
• Shia Radicalization. 
• Globalization and the Revival of 

Islamic Civilization. 
• Islamism and Freedom of Expression. 
• Islamism and the Problematic of 

“Amity” and “Enmity.” 
• Islamism and World Order. 
• Islamism: A New Totalitarianism.

2017/345 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-654-0 hc $85/£78.95
ISBN: 978-1-62637-655-7 pb $32.50/£29.95
No rights in Austria, Germany, and Switzerland

2 • Lynne R ienner  Publ i shers

Changing Saudi Arabia: 
Art, Culture, and Society in the Kingdom 
Sean Foley

“Outstanding and original.... Foley provides a fascinating portrait of a side of
Saudi society that is rarely considered: its creative class.” —Jonathan Fulton, 

Zayed University

“Refreshing and engaging.... Pushing back against stereotypes, Foley explores the
creative production of Saudis, whom we learn are vibrantly engaged in reshaping
the social and cultural dynamics of their country.... A must read for anyone inter-
ested in the future of Saudi Arabia.” —Natana J. DeLong-Bas, Boston College

T. E. Lawrence once observed that Saudi
Arabia had “so little art” that it could “be

said to have no art at all.” Whether that was
once the case is arguable. But that it is not the
case now is clear in Sean Foley’s Changing
Saudi Arabia. 

Exploring the contemporary arts movement
in Saudi Arabia in the context of the kingdom’s
changing political realities, Foley finds that
artists are expressing thoughts and feelings that
the Saudi public typically has not felt safe to
articulate. These artists are promoting discus-
sions about the need for peaceful and progres-
sive social reform—and they are doing it in
ways that escape the wrath of the absolute
monarchy. Without confronting the state or the
political system, Foley argues, Saudi society 

is exercising significant agency through its 
cultural production.

Sean Foley is associate professor of history
at Middle Tennessee State University.

C O N T E N T S
• Creating Change in Saudi Arabia. 
• The Modern Saudi Visual Arts Movement.
• The Emerging Comedy Scene. 
• Media Companies and Filmmakers.
• Shaping the Future.

February 2019/ca. 220 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-756-1 hc $65/£59.95

Special price $35!
*Must order by mail, phone, or fax
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The Arab World Upended: 
Revolution and Its Aftermath in Tunisia and Egypt
David B. Ottaway

“Ottaway’s ... account of the revolutionary upheavals in Tunisia and Egypt
(2010–16) is essential reading for all those seeking to better understand the 
significance of these events.” —Rosemary Hollis, Middle East Journal

A fter the autocratic regimes in the seemingly
unassailable police states of Tunisia and

Egypt suddenly collapsed in 2011, the Islamic
parties that took over quickly succumbed in
turn to further massive uprisings, this time by
disaffected secularists and, in the case of Egypt,
with the support of the army. What explains
this? And why do the current regimes in both
countries remain so fragile?

Addressing these questions, drawing on
years of first-hand, in-depth research, David
Ottaway explores the causes of the revolutions
in Tunisia and Egypt, the reasons for their radi-
cally differing outcomes, and the likely trajectory
of the two countries’ political development.

David B. Ottaway, after receiving a Ph.D.
in public law and government from Columbia
University, worked as a foreign correspondent
and then an investigative reporter in Washington,
DC, for 35 years. At present, he is a Middle East
Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Center.

C O N T E N T S
• Introduction. 
THE CONTEXT OF THE ARAB SPRING. 
• Western and Arab Theories of Revolution. 
• Arab Revolutions and Counterrevolutions. 

• Political Causes of the 2011 Uprisings. 
• Economic and Social Causes of the 

2011 Uprisings. 
STAGES OF THE TUNISIAN REVOLUTION. 
• Fall of the Ancien Regime. 
• From Dual Sovereignty to Restoration. 
STAGES OF THE EGYPTIAN REVOLUTION. 
• Fall of the Pharaoh. 
• The Thermidorian Reaction. 
• Dual Sovereignty. 
• The Restoration. 
PARADOXES AND CHALLENGES. 
• Counterrevolution from Abroad. 
• Postrevolution Prospects. 
CONCLUSION. 
• Revolutions Compared.

2017/349 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-620-5 hc $35/£32.50
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What Is Political Islam?
Jocelyne Cesari

“Provid[es] insightful analysis of the relationship between Islam and modern
states.... Highly recommended.” —Choice

“Cesari provides a new and powerful framework for understanding the condi-
tions of possibility for political Islam in a wide range of countries.... Her book
represents the most important work on political Islam to appear in more than 
a decade.” —Peter Mandaville, George Mason University

“A grounding work.... Cesari adds nuance to the question of how modernity
evolved in the Muslim context and unravels common assumptions and cemented

theories pertaining to political Islam.... Fascinating and unique.” —Melissa Finn, 
University of Waterloo

T he debate continues unabated: Is political
Islam decipherable through the tenets of the

Islamic tradition—or is it a tool of secular actors
who shrewdly misuse religious references? Is it
an expression of modernity, or a return to the
past? Eschewing these dichotomies, Jocelyne
Cesari demystifies the continuous process of
interaction between secular and religious actors
and institutions that is at the core of political
mobilization in the name of Islam.

Cesari traces the origins of political Islam
to the inception of the modern nation-state,
revealing the decisive role of secular nationalist
rulers in its creation. In the process, she puts to
rest the myth that there has been a lack of mod-
ernization in the Muslim world—and shows
how that myth has proven dangerous. Ranging
from Senegal to Egypt, from Indonesia to Iraq,
her analysis provides a much needed corrective
to the “conventional wisdom.” 

Jocelyne Cesari is professor of religion and
politics at the University of Birmingham; senior
research fellow at Georgetown University’s
Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World
Affairs; and professorial fellow at the Australian
Catholic University.

C O N T E N T S
• Political Islam: 

The Nexus of State, Religion, and Nation. 
• Muslim Nationalism and the Secular State. 
• Hegemonic Islam. 
• Civil Islam. 
• The Globalization of Political Islam. 
• The Riddle of Political Islam.

2018/232 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-692-2 hc $65/£59.95

Special price $35!
*Must order by mail, phone, or fax
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Praise for the previous editions:

“This book outshines any other text I have seen....
The authors do a wonderful job of synthesizing
a great deal of information and presenting it in
terms that should engage an audience of under-
graduates.” —Dwight Hahn, John Carroll University

D ecember Green and Laura Luehrmann offer an
innovative blend of theory and empirical material

as they introduce the politics of what was once
called the “third world.” They consistently link the-
oretical concepts to a set of eight contemporary case
studies: China, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Mexico,
Nigeria, Peru, and Zimbabwe.

Features of the fourth edition, revised and updat-
ed from cover to cover, include: an entirely new case
study, Egypt; analysis of the status of regime transi-
tions around the world; a “report card” on the
Millennium Development Goals; attention to the UN
Global Goals for Sustainable Development and the
New Development Bank; more discussion of con-
tentious politics, social mobilization, and everyday

A RELATED TITLE
4TH EDIT ION

Comparative Politics of the Global South: 
Linking Concepts and Cases 
December Green and Laura Luehrmann

forms of resistance; and new material on such
continuing challenges as migration, human
trafficking, weapons proliferation, pandemic
diseases, and the impact of climate change.

December Green and Laura Luehrmann
are professors of political science at Wright State
University.

C O N T E N T S

Comparing and Defining a Complex World • HISTORICAL

LEGACIES • Precolonial History: What Once Was, and Why It
Matters • How Colonialism Changed Everything • Independ-
ence: In Name Only? • ECONOMIC REALITIES • Sustainable
Human Development: A Progress Report • Adjustments,
Conditions, and Alternatives • POLITICS AND POLITICAL CHANGE

• Civil Society Takes on the State • Militaries, Militias, Guer-
rillas, and Terrorists • Transitions: Democracy, Dictatorship,
and the Messy Middle • Authoritarian Backlash: Freedom in
Decline? • THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM • Sovereignty and the
Role of International Organizations • Confronting Global
Challenges • Global South Perspectives on the United States •
CONCLUSION • Looking Forward: Contested Images of Power.

2017/563 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-650-2 pb $35/£32.50

08/18

Name______________________________________

Address___________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

City________________________________________

State_____________ Zip/Postal Code____________

Telephone__________________________________

E-mail_____________________________________
(required for e-exams)

� Payment enclosed; check made payable to 
Lynne Rienner Publishers; US dollars only

� Please charge:  � VISA  � MC   Exp. ________

Card No. _____________________________________

Signature ____________________________________

ISBN AUTHOR PRICE
(last 6 digits)

EXAMINATION COPIES:
Electronic exam copies of paperbacks are free
for 60 days (after which your access will cease)
or you can pay $7.50 for perpetual access. 

If you prefer a print copy, paperback exam
copies are available for $7.50 in the US and 
$15 elsewhere, shipping included. Hardcover
exam copies are available at a 50% discount,
plus shipping. 

Please limit your request to 3 books and
include the name of your institution along with
the name and number of the course, its antici-
pated enrollment, and when it will be offered.

O R D E R F O R M

Subtotal $________
CO residents 
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Send your prepaid order to:
Lynne Rienner Publishers
1800 30th St., Suite 314, Boulder, CO 80301 USA
Tel: 303-444-6684 Fax: 303-444-0824
E-mail: cservice@rienner.com • www.rienner.com

In Australia/New Zealand/Fiji,
send orders to:
Taylor & Francis Group
c/o TL Distribution Pty Ltd
Unit 1, 18 Shale Place
Eastern Creek
NSW 2766 Australia
Tel: +61 (0) 2-8778-9999
Fax: +61 (0) 2-8778-9944
E-mail: orders@tldistribution.com.au
www.tldonline.com.au

For information on academic inspection
copies, e-mail books@tandf.com.au.

In Europe, send orders to:
Lynne Rienner Publishers
c/o Turpin Distribution
Pegasus Drive, Stratton Business Park
Biggleswade SG18 8TQ UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1767 604-972
Fax: +44 (0) 1767 601-640 
E-mail: eurospan@turpin-distribution.com
www.eurospanbookstore.com

For information on academic inspection
copies, contact Imogen Adams at
imogen.adams@eurospangroup.com.

All titles can be ordered through 
your local bookstore. 

Discounts are not available in 
Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, or Europe.

UNITED STATES:
$5 for the 1st book; 
$2 for each add’l.
ALL OTHER AREAS: 
$15 for the 1st book; 
$5 for each add’l.
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Israel’s National Identity: 
The Changing Ethos of Conflict
Neta Oren

“An important contribution to the literature on political culture in contemporary
Israel.” —Ilan Peleg, Lafayette College

I n a country whose citizens have
experienced prolonged exposure to

intractable conflict, are there unique
features to be found in Israeli soci-
ety’s core beliefs? And how—and to

what effect—have those beliefs changed across
the decades? To answer these questions, Neta
Oren deeply explores Israel’s political culture.

Oren focuses especially on two circular
processes: the two-way relationship between 
the course of the Arab-Israeli conflict and
Israel’s national identity; and efforts by leaders
to shape that national identity while, in turn,
shifts in public opinion exert influence on leader-
ship positions. Drawing on extensive data
including speeches, party platforms, school texts
and curriculums, and public opinion polls, she
offers both a unique analysis and a rich refer-
ence resource.

Neta Oren is visiting scholar at the School
for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George
Mason University.

C O N T E N T S
• The Israeli Ethos as an Ethos of Conflict. 
THEMES OF THE ISRAELI ETHOS. 
• A Jewish State in Eretz Israel. 
• A Small Country Surrounded by Enemies. 
• A Villa in the Jungle. 
• The Whole World Is Against Us. 
• Patriotism and National Unity. 
• Dreams of Peace. 
EXPLAINING POLICY CHOICES. 
• The Prism of Election Platforms. 
• Conflict and Israel’s Changing Political Culture.

April 2019/ca. 280 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-784-4 hc $78.50/£72.95

Special price $39.25!
*Must order by mail, phone, or fax
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Want to use one of our hardcover books in your class? Our Text-in-
Time® print-on-demand paperback program allows us to make hardcover
books available at a price suitable for course use. Simply have your book-
store call us at 303-444-6684 to place a prepaid, nonreturnable order, and
books will be delivered within four weeks.

Special paperback program . . . 


