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6TH EDITION

Comparative Politics:
Exploring Concepts and Institutions Across Nations
Gregory S. Mahler

NEW—6TH EDITION!

Praise for the previous editions:

“This is the quintessential introduction to comparative politics. It provides a
sophisticated foundation of institutional analysis, respects historical influences,
and above all, carefully focuses on the key mechanisms that drive politics in the
contemporary world.” —Gerhard Peters, Citrus College
“Clearly written and intelligently organized, this is a comprehensive and well-informed
overview of the structures and actors at the center of politics in countries around the
world. It is a perfect text for introductory courses in comparative politics!”
—Mark Tessler, University of Michigan

A

Comparative

Politics

mong the many tools available for teaching
comparative politics, Gregory Mahler’s text
stands out for its unique exploration of concepts,
structures, and illustrative cases.
The first part of the book, after setting the
stage with a discussion of comparison as a
method of inquiry, focuses on the core institutions that affect politics within nations, as well
as on political behavior and civil society. In Part
2, those same topics are systematically revisited
as they interact in the context of nine detailed,
up-to-date (through 2018) country studies.
This well-integrated, cross-national, and
accessible approach serves perfectly to provide
students with the tools and perspectives that
they need to better understand the diverse
political systems of today’s world.
Gregory S. Mahler is academic dean
emeritus and research professor of politics at
Earlham College.

CONTENTS

• Comparative Political Analysis: An Introduction.
THE STRUCTURES OF POLITICS.
• Constitutions.
• Legislatures.
• Executives.
• Judiciaries.
• Political Behavior and the Political Environment.
• The Institutions of Civil Society.
COUNTRY STUDIES.
• China.
• France.
• Germany.
• India.
• Kenya.
• Mexico.
• Russia.
• The United Kingdom.
• The United States.
March 2019/ca. 500 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-790-5

pb $49.95/£39.95
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3RD EDITION

4TH EDITION

Doing Comparative Politics:

Comparative Politics of the Global South:

An Introduction to Approaches and Issues

Linking Concepts and Cases

Timothy C. Lim

December Green and Laura Luehrmann

“Covering basic theoretical approaches in the field and then applying them to

Praise for the previous editions:

specific cases or questions, this text helps students to see how theory is actually
used in practice.” —Michael Baun, Valdosta State University

“This book outshines any other text I have seen.... The authors do a wonderful

Praise for the previous editions:

“A concise, accessible and well-organized approach suitable for both undergraduate and graduate courses.... Doing Comparative Politics puts students in the driver’s
seat as they apply what they learn to timely, substantive debates in political science.”
—Nicholas Spina, Edgewood College

“Unlike most other texts in comparative politics that focus on country cases, Lim’s valuable
book gives students the skills to become critical thinkers and to actually DO comparative
politics themselves.” —Claudio Holzner, University of Utah

“Superbly demonstrates how comparativists use theory to grapple with important questions.
Undergraduate and graduate students alike will find this engaging and well-structured
text useful.... Most important, Lim makes abstract concepts accessible in ways that are
neither patronizing nor trivial.” —Laura Luehrmann, Wright State University

T

his systematic, user friendly, and refreshingly
unusual introduction to comparative politics
has not only been updated and refined in the
third edition, but also fully revised to reflect
the impact of major new developments in
world politics.
Designed to teach students how to think
comparatively and theoretically about the
world they live in, the book is organized
around a set of critical questions—why are
poor countries poor? why is East Asia relatively prosperous? what makes a democracy? how
can we explain terrorism and genocide? what
leads people to mobilize around a cause?—
each the topic of a full chapter. These issue
chapters are based on the solid methodological
and theoretical foundation laid out in the first
part of the book, and the entire text is enhanced
with case studies and graphics.
Timothy C. Lim is professor of political
science at California State University,
Los Angeles.
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CONTENTS

• Getting Into Comparative Politics.
DOING COMPARATIVE POLITICS.
• Comparing to Learn, Learning to Compare.
• Thinking Theoretically in Comparative Politics.
THE QUESTIONS.
• Why Are Poor Countries Poor?
Explaining Underdevelopment.
• Why Has East Asia Prospered?
Explaining Economic Growth in Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan, and China.
• What Makes a Democracy? Explaining the
Breakdown of Authoritarian Rule.
• Why Do People Kill? Explaining Genocide
and Terrorism.
• Why Collective Action? Explaining the Rise of
Social Movements.
THE FUTURE OF COMPARATIVE POLITICS.
• Globalization and the Study of
Comparative Politics.
2016/409 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-450-8

job of synthesizing a great deal of information and presenting it in terms that
should engage an audience of undergraduates.” —Dwight Hahn, John Carroll University

“The writing style is lively and the detail is impressive.... another welcome
innovation is the welding together of the discussion of key issues with the eight
country cases.” —Ross Burkhart, Boise State University

I

n this now classic text, December Green
and Laura Luehrmann show how history,
economics, and politics converge to create
the realities of life in the Global South.
The authors offer an innovative blend of
theory and empirical material as they introduce
the politics of what was once called the “third
world.” They consistently link theoretical concepts to a set of eight contemporary case studies:
China, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Mexico, Nigeria,
Peru, and Zimbabwe.
Features of the fourth edition, revised and
updated from cover to cover, include:
• An entirely new case study, Egypt.
• Analysis of the status of regime transitions
around the world.
• A “report card” on the Millennium
Development Goals.
• More discussion of everyday forms
of resistance.
• New material on such continuing challenges
as migration, human trafficking, weapons
proliferation, pandemic diseases, and the
impact of climate change.
The result is a text that has been successfully
designed to challenge students’ preconceptions,
arouse their curiosity, and foster critical thinking.
December Green and Laura Luehrmann
are professors of political science at Wright
State University.

CONTENTS

• Comparing and Defining a Complex World.
HISTORICAL LEGACIES.
• Precolonial History: What Once Was, and
Why It Matters.
• How Colonialism Changed Everything.
• Independence: In Name Only?
ECONOMIC REALITIES.
• Sustainable Human Development:
A Progress Report.
• Adjustments, Conditions, and Alternatives.
POLITICS AND POLITICAL CHANGE.
• Civil Society Takes on the State.
• Militaries, Militias, Guerrillas, and Terrorists.
• Transitions: Democracy, Dictatorship, and
the Messy Middle.
• Authoritarian Backlash: Freedom in Decline?
THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM.
• Sovereignty and the Role of
International Organizations.
• Confronting Global Challenges.
• Global South Perspectives on the United States.
CONCLUSION.
• Looking Forward: Contested Images of Power.
2017/563 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-650-2

pb $35/£32.50

pb $28.50/£22.50
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Understanding Revolution

Islamism: A New Totalitarianism

Patrick Van Inwegen

Mehdi Mozaffari

“An excellent primer.... Highly recommended. All undergraduate, graduate,
and research collections.” —Choice

“A provocative, necessary, and divisive work.... Every sentence of this book can

“One of the best teaching texts I have seen for undergraduate courses on
revolution and political violence.” —Michael D. Kanner, University of Colorado

“A welcome addition to the existing literature on this most complex phenomenon.”

U

Patrick Van Inwegen is associate professor
of political science at Whitworth University.

“Timely and important.... a book that finally makes Islamism intelligible to
Western students of history and politics.” —Roger Griffin, Oxford Brookes University

CONTENTS

“An important contribution to debates on the role of totalitarian ideologies and
movements in the 21st century.” —Uwe Backes, Hannah Arendt Institute, TU Dresden

nderstanding Revolution concisely,
but thoroughly, explains one of the
most fundamental sources of political
change in the modern world. Designed
to be accessible to undergraduate students, the
book systematically explores such questions as:
• What should be defined as a revolution?
• Is there a “typical” pattern to the course
of a revolution?
• What are the roles of ideologies, structures
(e.g., the state, class structures, the international system), and individuals in shaping
revolutions?
• What causes groups to mobilize behind
revolutionary leaders?
• What happens after a revolutionary group
assumes power, or fails?
The discussion highlights points of agreement and debate within the social science literature, and brief case studies of revolutions and
revolutionary movements bring concepts to life.

• Understanding Revolution.
• The “Life Course” of a Revolution.
• The Structural Causes of Revolution.
• The Role of Ideology, Part 1:
Liberalism and Nationalism.
• The Role of Ideology, Part 2:
Marxism and Religious Thought.
• The Sources of Revolutionary Leadership.
• Mobilizing the Masses.
• The Outcomes of Revolution.
• The Study of Revolution.
• Appendix: Case Studies, 1776–2008.
2011/289 pages
ISBN: 978-1-58826-775-7

pb $27.50/£25.50

and should be used to spark off an intense debate on comparative studies regarding politics and religion.” —Tomás Dodds, Democratization
—Tauseef Ahmad Parray, The Muslim World Book Review

W

hat exactly does Islamism mean? And
what explains its violent expansion in
recent decades? Are there similarities between
Islamism and classical totalitarian regimes and
ideologies? Will it fail, as those regimes did in
Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union; or can it
adapt effectively to changing realities? What
are the fundamental strengths and weaknesses
of the Islamic project?
Addressing these questions within a context
both historical and global, Mehdi Mozaffari
provides an important new framework for
understanding the full impact of Islamism in
the Middle East and beyond.
Mehdi Mozaffari is professor emeritus of
political science at Aarhus University.

CONTENTS

• Why Is the Study of Islamism Important?
• Ideological Roots of Islamism.
• The Rise and Evolution of Islamism in
Light of European Totalitarianism.
• Shia Radicalization.
• Globalization and the Revival of the
Islamic Civilization.
• Islamism and Freedom of Expression.
• Islamism and the Problematic of “Amity”
and “Enmity.”
• Islamism and World Order.
• Islamism: A New Totalitarianism.
• Conclusion.
2017/345 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-655-7

pb $32.50/£29.95

No rights in Austria, Germany, and Switzerland
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Surprising News:

Democracy in Crisis: Why, Where, How to Respond

How the Media Affect—and Do Not Affect—Politics

Roland Rich

Kenneth Newton

“A well-researched, timely publication on the vulnerabilities of democracy....
Highly recommended.” —Choice
“I have rarely, if ever, heard either the problems of democratic politics or the
kind of solutions we need to find for them better articulated than in this book.”

“An impressive study that brings a new and
refreshing perspective to the study of the relation
between media and politics.... Newton enters
into a lively dialogue with some of the key
authors in this field.”
—Marc Hooghe,

—Gareth Evans, Australian National University

Leuven University

“An incisive and honest analysis of democracy trends around the world.”

“Would I buy it? Absolutely! It is well argued,
broadly supported, and highly enlightening.”

—Theodore Piccone, Brookings Institution

“An extremely eloquent, extraordinarily well written, and impressively informed

—Rudiger Schmitt-Beck, University of Mannheim

piece of work. Rich provides a highly readable and accessible run-through of all the main
challenges with which democracy is currently beset.” —Richard Youngs, Carnegie Europe

D

emocracy is in crisis. After the hope
engendered by the Third Wave, democracies
around the world are beleaguered with threats
from multiple sources. What are these threats?
Where did they come from? And how can the
challenges to democratic governance best be
overcome?
Grappling with these questions, Roland
Rich interprets the danger signs that abound in
the United States and Europe, in Asia and the
Arab World, in Africa and Latin America, and
offers innovative strategies for turning the tide.
Roland Rich is on the faculty of the
Department of Political Science at Rutgers
University. Previously, he served as executive
head of the UN Democracy Fund (2007–2014),
director of the Centre for Democratic Institutions
at the Australian National University (1998–2005),
and in the Australian Foreign Service.

hat role do the media play in influencing political
W
life and shaping public opinion and behavior?
Do they support—or undermine—our democratic

CONTENTS

beliefs and institutions? Claims about the media’s
powerful influence are frequently made, but where
is the evidence?
Kenneth Newton scrutinizes these complex
questions. Recognizing that differing forms of political communication have differing effects on differing
people around the world, Newton goes further to
ask why this occurs, and how. The answers that he

• Democracy Is in Crisis.
• Democracy Is Squandering Its Soft Power.
• Transitions to Democracy Are Stalled.
• Autocrats Are Resurgent.
• China Is a Formidable Competitor.
• Jihadism Is Posing a New Challenge.
• Where Does the Middle Class Stand?
• The Bottom Three Billion Must Be Recruited.
• Democratizing Development Assistance.
• We Need Resilience and Resurgence.
• Postscript: Has Democracy Been Trumped?
2017/231 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-671-7
Points of View

presents in Surprising News offer a deeply
researched, enlightening challenge to conventional wisdom in this age of fake news, posttruth, and claims about how the new digital
media have transformed politics.
Kenneth Newton is professor emeritus
of comparative politics at the University of
Southampton.
CONTENTS

Surprising News • Belief Preservation • Partisans and
Party Identifiers • When the Public Is Not Buying •
Personal Knowledge and Experience • Political Talk •
Trust and Distrust • Diffuse and Subconscious Effects •
Public Service and Commercial TV • Hyper-Pluralism
in the Digital Age • Pluralist News Diets? • Explaining
Media Political Effects • Postscript: What Politicians
Should Understand.
May 2019/ca. 265 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-770-7

ORDER

hc $35/£32.50
1

Name______________________________________
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pb $28.50/£24.95

FORM

❏ Payment enclosed; check made payable to
Lynne Rienner Publishers; US dollars only

Address ___________________________________
❏ Please charge: ❏ VISA ❏ MC Exp. ________
_________________________________________________
Card No. _____________________________________
_________________________________________________
Signature ____________________________________
City _________________________________________
State_____________ Zip/Postal Code____________
Telephone__________________________________
Email _____________________________________
(required for e-exams)
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Send your prepaid order to:
Lynne Rienner Publishers
1800 30th St., Suite 314, Boulder, CO 80301 USA
Tel: 303-444-6684 Fax: 303-444-0824
Email: cservice@rienner.com • www.rienner.com

In Australia/New Zealand/Fiji,
send orders to:
Taylor & Francis Group
c/o TL Distribution Pty Ltd
Unit 1, 18 Shale Place
Eastern Creek
NSW 2766 Australia
Tel: +61 (0) 2-8778-9999
Fax: +61 (0) 2-8778-9944
Email: orders@tldistribution.com.au
www.tldonline.com.au
For information on academic inspection
copies, email books@tandf.com.au.

In Europe, send orders to:
2

ISBN
(last 6 digits)

AUTHOR

Subtotal
UNITED STATES:
CO
residents
$5 for the 1st book;
add 3% sales tax
$2 for each add’l.
ALL OTHER AREAS:
Shipping
$15 for the 1st book;
$5 for each add’l.
Total
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PRICE

$________
$________

EXAMINATION COPIES:
Electronic exam copies of paperbacks are free
for 60 days (after which your access will cease)
or you can pay $7.50 for perpetual access.
If you prefer a print copy, paperback exam
copies are available for $7.50 in the US and
$15 elsewhere, shipping included. Hardcover
exam copies are available at a 50% discount,
plus shipping.
Please limit your request to 3 books and
include the name of your institution along with
the name and number of the course, its anticipated enrollment, and when it will be offered.

$________
$_______

01/19

WEB

Lynne Rienner Publishers
c/o Turpin Distribution
Pegasus Drive, Stratton Business Park
Biggleswade SG18 8TQ UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1767 604-972
Fax: +44 (0) 1767 601-640
Email: eurospan@turpin-distribution.com
www.eurospanbookstore.com
For information on academic inspection
copies, contact Imogen Adams at
imogen.adams@eurospangroup.com.
All titles can be ordered through
your local bookstore.
Discounts are not available in
Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, or Europe.

