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2ND EDIT ION

Politics and Society in Contemporary China
Elizabeth Freund Larus
Praise for the 1st edition:

“An ideal introductory textbook.... Larus’ book is a unique contribution to the
field of Chinese politics.” —Jay Goulding, Pacific Affairs

“A fine introduction to major topics and issues in the study of China’s recent
past, present, and possible futures.... The overall organization of this book is
intuitive and practical, providing a sound framework around which to organize 
a course.” —Charlotte Lee, The China Journal

“An impressive textbook.... It is comprehensive, interprets the evolution of Chinese 
politics ... in an incisive and convincing manner, links the present to the past better 
than most such books, and (last but not least for a textbook) is quite readable.”

—Cal Clark, American Journal of Chinese Studies

“Highly recommended.” —Choice

T his acclaimed introduction to China’s politics
and policies has been extensively revised and

thoroughly updated not only to focus on the Xi
Jinping era, but also to be even more accessible
to students.

Elizabeth Larus concisely captures the
dynamism of Chinese politics. From local 
politics to the judicial system, from minority
issues to defense policy, from the Belt and Road
Initiative to global political and economic state-
craft, she provides a rich, thought-provoking
analysis of the forces and facets of political,
social, and economic change.

Elizabeth Freund Larus is professor 
of political science at the University of Mary
Washington.

C O N T E N T S  
• Studying Chinese Politics. 
THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT. 
• From Imperial China to the Republican Era. 
• The Mao and Deng Years. 
POLITICS AND SOCIETY UNDER XI JINPING. 
• The Structures of Politics. 
• Changing Social Dynamics. 
• The New Political Economy. 
• The Military and Defense Policy. 
• Regional and Global Foreign Relations. 
CONCLUSION. 
• China’s Future?

July 2020/ca. 300 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-898-8 pb $32.50/£25.95

Australia: A$52.80
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NEW!

China’s Foreign Direct
Investment in Latin
America and the Caribbean: 
Conditions and Challenges
Enrique Dussel Peters, editor

China’s explosive outflow of foreign direct
investment (FDI) globally can now be
measured in the hundreds of billions of
dollars, with close to 10 billion of that
going each year to Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC). The characteristics and
significance of that investment in LAC are
the focus of this new book.

The authors first discuss FDI in the
region from the Chinese perspective and
then look at the cases of China and the EU,
Africa, and Australia as points of compari-
son. In the second part of the book, they
concentrate on ten LAC countries, reviewing
bilateral relations in each case and exploring
in detail China’s strategies and impact.

Enrique Dussel Peters is professor 
of economics at the National Autonomous
University of Mexico (UNAM).

CONTENTS: Introduction—E. Dussel Peters •
CHINA’S OFDI IN THE WORLD • Regulations of
Chinese OFDI: General Trends in Latin America
and the Caribbean (2000–2018)—X. Song • EU-
China FDI: Working Towards Reciprocity in
Investment Relations with China—M. Huotari
and T. Hanemann • Chinese OFDI in Africa—
L. Calabrese • Chinese Investment in Australia:
Sustainable Diversification?—A.H. Hearn •
CHINA’S OFDI IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE

CARIBBEAN • China’s OFDI in Latin America
and the Caribbean (2000–2018): Debates 
and General Tendencies—E. Dussel Peters •
Argentina—L.E. Stanley • Uruguay—G.
Bittencourt • Brazil—C. Hiratuka • Colombia
—B. Creutzfeldt • Venezuela—C.E. Piña •
Panama—N.J. Jaén Celada • Costa Rica—R.
Arias R. and L. Vargas M. • Dominican
Republic—E. Klinger Pevida • Jamaica—J.
Minto • Mexico—E. Dussel Peters.

2020/334 pages
ISBN: 978-607-8066-45-2 pb $39.95/£31.95

Australia: A$63.80

NEW!

The Renegotiation of
NAFTA. And China?
Enrique Dussel Peters, editor

After more than a year of negotiations, the
differences between NAFTA and the new
United States–Mexico–Canada agreement
(USMCA) are minor—with one notable
exception. The new agreement explicitly
prohibits its members from negotiating
free-trade agreements with “non-market
economies” such as China. From this per-
spective, the NAFTA/USMCA region
could become the first international anti-
China region. 

Within this context, the authors of 
The Renegotiation of NAFTA succinctly
analyze the NAFTA integration process
since 1994, the process of renegotiation,
and the increasing relevance of China for
the region and each of its members.

Enrique Dussel Peters is professor 
of economics at the National Autonomous
University of Mexico (UNAM).

CONTENTS: NAFTA AND ITS RENEGOTIATION •
Globalization, Regional Integration, and
Renegotiation of NAFTA—H. Wei • Renego-
tiating NAFTA: The Paradox of Economic
Integration and Political Disintegration—C.
Wang • How China, Mexico, and US Relations
Explain the 21st Century: Transnational Policy
Linkages of Trade, Migration, and Remittances
—R. Hinojosa-Ojeda • Modernizing NAFTA:
Transformation, Negotiation, and Unequal
Results—C. Ruiz Durán • Possibilities for the
Expansion of Intra-industry Trade Between
China and Mexico—J.E. Mendoza Cota •
Mexico’s Trade Relations with NAFTA Partners
and with China from the Perspective of the
Mexican Footwear Industry—A. Gómez Tamez •
AND CHINA? • The New Triangular Relationship
Between Mexico, the United States, and China:
Challenges for NAFTA—E. Dussel Peters • The
Role of Trade with China in Mexico’s Renego-
tiation of NAFTA—S. Levy-Dabbah • The New
Digital Relationship Between Mexico and
China—M. del Carmen González Velásquez.

2019/120 pages
ISBN: 978-607-8066-43-8 pb $22/£17.50

Australia: A$35.20
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5TH EDIT ION

Understanding Contemporary China
Robert E. Gamer and Stanley W. Toops, editors

“This fifth edition remains arguably the best multidisciplinary anthology 
on China, offering up-to-date information in a single volume.... Highly 
recommended.” —Choice

Praise for the previous editions:

“Leading readers almost painlessly through an extensive tour of modern 
China’s events and issues, this anthology is well planned and, with its extensive
bibliographies at the end of each chapter, a useful guide to deeper study as well 
as a rich resource for acquainting readers with China.... A well woven and brightly 
colored tapestry creating a kaleidoscopic and vibrant picture of China.”

—Mary Karen Solomon, Education About Asia

C hina today bears little resemblance to the
country introduced in the first edition of

Understanding Contemporary China, pub-
lished nearly two decades ago. Even in just 
the past five years, dramatic changes have
occurred under the leadership of President 
Xi Jinping.

This new edition of the book reflects those
changes, exploring the impact of new domestic
policies; China’s role as a behemoth in the world
economy; its rapidly modernizing infrastructure;
its expanding military presence in the region;
the environmental challenges it confronts; and
much more. The result is an accessible, well-
grounded look at the most crucial issues affect-
ing China today.

Robert E. Gamer is professor emeritus of
political science at the University of Missouri–
Kansas City. Stanley W. Toops is associate
professor of geography and international studies
at Miami University.

C O N T E N T S  
• Introduction—R.E. Gamer. 
• China: A Geographic Preface—S.W. Toops. 

• The Historical Context—R. Murphey. 
• Chinese Politics—R.E. Gamer. 
• China’s Economy—S.Y. Tong and J. Wong. 
• China Beyond the Heartland

—L.T. White III and R.E. Gamer. 
• International Relations—R.E. Gamer. 
• Population Growth and Urbanization

—M. Rong. 
• China’s Environmental Problems

—R.L. Edmonds. 
• Family, Kinship, Marriage, and Sexuality 

—W. Jankawiak and X. Zang. 
• Women and Development—L. Bossen. 
• Religion—H. Chan and A.Y.C. King. 
• Literature and Popular Culture

—C.A. Laughlin. 
• Trends and Prospects—R.E. Gamer 

and L.T. White III.

2017/526 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-653-3 pb $28.50/£22.50

Australia: A$46.20
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China’s Financing in Latin
America and the Caribbean
Enrique Dussel Peters, editor

Over the first two decades of the twenty-
first century, China has become not only
the world’s largest economy, but also its
largest exporter, a major importer, and the
second largest source of foreign direct
investment outflows. 

Focusing on FDI, the authors of this
book look in depth at China’s activities in
Latin America and the Caribbean during
2000–2018.

Enrique Dussel Peters is professor 
of economics and director of the National
Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM).

CONTENTS: Introduction—E. Dussel Peters •
Foreign Financial Flows and the Balance of
Payments Constraint on Latin America’s
Growth—E. Pérez Caldentey and J.C. Moreno-
Brid • The Evolution, Status, and Future of
Chinese Financing in Europe—C. Marcuello
Recaj • Financing of China’s Policy Banks in
Latin America and the Caribbean—X. Song •
The China Development Bank and Financing 
in Latin America—R. Hernández Cordero •
Why Co-Financing Is Much More than Just
Pooling Resources in the China-Latin America
Cooperation—G. Caballero • Managing Risk in
Chinese Overseas Development—R. Ray et al. 
• Examining the Lending Practices of Chinese
Policy Banks in the Caribbean—J. Minto • 
The Case of Central America and Panama—L.
Vargas Montoya et al. • Argentina—L. Stanley 
• Brazil—C. Hiratuka and S. Deos • A Case
Study of the Belo Monte Transmission Line
Project—S. Cui and Z. Zhang • Uruguay—G.
Bittencurt • Bolivia—A. Zapata Rosso •
Ecuador—D.C. Salgado • Colombia—B.
Creutzfeldt • Venezuela—C.E. Piña • Mexico
—E. Dussel Peters.

2020/398 pages
ISBN: 978-607-8066-46-9 pb $39.95/£31.95

Australia: A$63.80



Dynamics of Democracy in Taiwan: 
The Ma Ying-jeou Years
Kharis Templeman, Yun-han Chu, and Larry Diamond, editors

D uring the Ma Ying-jeou presidency in
Taiwan (2008–2016), confrontations over

relations with mainland China stressed the
country’s institutions, leading to a political 
crisis. Nevertheless, its democracy proved 
to be resilient. The authors of Dynamics of
Democracy in Taiwan explore key aspects of
the complicated Ma era, including party poli-
tics and elections, the sources of Ma’s gover-
nance challenges, changing public opinion,
protest movements, and shifts in the regional
balance of power.

Kharis Templeman is adviser to the
Project on Taiwan in the Indo-Pacific Region
at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University.
Yun-han Chu is professor of political science
at National Taiwan University, Distinguished
Research Fellow at the Institute of Political
Science at Academia Sinica, and president 
of the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation. Larry
Diamond is senior fellow at the Freeman
Spogli Institute for International Studies and
the Hoover Institution, Stanford University. 

C O N T E N T S
• The Dynamics of Democracy During the Ma

Ying-jeou Era—the Editors. 
PARTY POLITICS AND ELECTIONS. 
• The 2012 Elections—S. Rigger. 
• The Party System Before and After the 

2016 Elections—K. Templeman. 

• The KMT as a Presidential Party
—N. Batto. 

• The DPP in Opposition—A. Wang. 
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS

AND GOVERNANCE. 
• The Challenges of Governance

—Y.-H. Chu and Y. Chang. 
• Legislative Politics

—S.-H. Huang and S.-Y. Sheng. 
• Watchdog Institutions—C. Goebel. 
• Taiwan’s Political Economy—P.-S. Lee. 
PUBLIC OPINION AND CIVIL SOCIETY. 
• Assessing Support for Democracy

—Y.-T. Chang and Y.-H. Chu. 
• Trends in Public Opinion—C.-S. Yu. 
• The Impact of Social Movements—D. Fell. 
• Who Are the Protestors? And Why Are They

Protesting?—M.-H. Huang and M. Weatherall. 
• Social Media and Cyber-Mobilization

—E. Yu and J.-S. Yu. 
LOOKING OUTWARD.
• Cross-Strait Relations—S.-Y. Ho. 
• In the Shadow of Great Power Rivalry—D. Chen.

August 2020/ca. 355 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-911-4 pb $32.50/£25.95

Australia: A$52.80
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Taiwan’s Democracy Challenged: 
The Chen Shui-bian Years
Yun-han Chu, Larry Diamond, and Kharis Templeman, editors

“Well-researched, well-structured. Highly recommended.” —Choice

“Each chapter is abundantly filled with detailed material and analyses.... 
A must-read for Taiwanese scholars and students of Taiwan.” —M. Bob Kao,

LSE Review of Books

W hen Chen Shui-bian, Taiwan’s
first non-Kuomintang president,

left office in 2008, his tenure was widely con-
sidered a disappointment. More recent events,
however, suggest the need for a reassessment
of this crucial period in Taiwan’s political
development. Taiwan’s Democracy Challenged
provides that assessment, considering key
facets of both the progress toward and the
obstacles to democratic consolidation during
the Chen Shui-bian era.

Yun-han Chu is professor of political 
science at National Taiwan University. Larry
Diamond is senior fellow at the Freeman
Spogli Institute for International Studies and
the Hoover Institution, Stanford University.
Kharis Templeman is research associate at 
the Spogli Institute’s Center on Democracy,
Development, and the Rule of Law.

C O N T E N T S
• Taiwan’s Democracy Under Chen Shui-bian

—K. Templeman, L. Diamond, and Y.-H. Chu.
POLITICS AND PUBLIC OPINION

• Party Politics and Elections: The Road to 2008
—S. Rigger. 

• The DPP in Majoritarian Elections—J. Lin. 

• Partisanship and Public Opinion—E.C. Yu. 
• Polarized Politics and Support for Democracy

—Y.-H. Chu, M. Huang, and Y. Chang.
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN ACTION

• Executive-Legislative Relations Under Divided
Government—S. Hawang. 

• Horizontal Accountability and the Rule of Law
—W. Chen and J.C. Hsu. 

• Strengthening Constitutionalism—Y.-H. Chu.
STATE-SOCIETY RELATIONS

• Civil Society and the Politics of Engagement
—C. Huang. 

• Press Freedom and the Mass Media—C. Feng. 
• Restructuring State-Business Relations

—J.W.Y. Wang, S. Chen, and C. Kuo. 
• DPP Clientelism: A Failed Political Project

—C. Wang.
NATIONAL SECURITY AND CROSS-STRAIT RELATIONS

• Depoliticizing Taiwan’s Security Apparatus
—Y. Tzeng. 

• Troubled Waters: The Conflict over 
Cross-Strait Relations—T. Leng.

2016/364 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-404-1 pb $32.50/£25.95

Australia: A$52.80
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Praise for the previous editions:

“This is the quintessential introduction to com-
parative politics. It provides a sophisticated
foundation of institutional analysis, respects
historical influences, and above all, carefully
focuses on the key mechanisms that drive poli-
tics in the contemporary world.”

—Gerhard Peters, Citrus College

“A perfect text for introductory courses in 
comparative politics!” —Mark Tessler, 

University of Michigan

A mong the many tools available for teaching com-
parative politics, Gregory Mahler’s text stands out

for its unique exploration of concepts, structures, and
illustrative cases.

The first part of the book focuses on the core
institutions that affect politics within nations, as
well as on political behavior and civil society. In
Part 2, those same topics are systematically revisited

6TH EDIT ION

Comparative Politics: 
Exploring Concepts and Institutions Across Nations
Gregory S. Mahler

as they interact in the context of nine detailed,
up-to-date country studies.

This well-integrated, cross-national, and
accessible approach serves perfectly to provide
students with the tools and perspectives that
they need to better understand the diverse
political systems of today’s world.

Gregory S. Mahler is academic dean emeritus
and research professor of politics at Earlham College.

C O N T E N T S  

Comparative Political Analysis: An Introduction • THE

STRUCTURES OF POLITICS • Constitutions • Legislatures •
Executives • Judiciaries • Political Behavior and the Political
Environment • The Institutions of Civil Society • COUNTRY

CASES • China • France • Germany • India • Kenya • Mexico
• Russia • The United Kingdom • The United States.

2019/504 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-790-5 pb $49.95/£39.95

Australia: A$80.30
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2ND EDITION

Asia Pacific in 
World Politics
Derek McDougall

Praise for the 1st edition:

“Cogently written, [this book] provides 
an excellent introduction to East and
Southeast Asia.” —Varun Sahni, 

Contemporary Southeast Asia

“An excellent introductory overview of
Asia-Pacific international relations.”

—Kazuhiko Noguchi, Pacific Affairs

The second edition of Asia Pacific in
World Politics reflects more than a decade
of new developments. 

Incorporating discussions of security
broadly defined, political economy, human
rights, refugees, and much more, this up-
to-date text offers an introduction to Asia
Pacific’s dynamic role in world politics
that will encourage students to engage
with contemporary issues and debates.

Derek McDougall is professor of polit-
ical Science at the University of Melbourne.

CONTENTS: Asia Pacific in World Politics • THE

MAJOR POWERS IN THE REGION • The United
States: A Declining Influence? • China: The
Rising Power • Japan: Not to Be Ignored •
China and the United States: The Central
Dynamic • Japan and the United States: A Key
Alliance? • China and Japan: A Contentious
Relationship • CONFLICTS IN NORTHEAST ASIA •
Taiwan: Where to Next? • The Two Koreas: A
Continuing Impasse • CHANGING DYNAMICS IN

SOUTHEAST ASIA • International Politics in South-
east Asia • Indonesia: An Emerging Power? •
OTHER KEY REGIONAL ACTORS • India: Moving
into Asia Pacific • Russia: Losing Ground •
Australia: “Down Under” but Engaged • Inter-
national Organizations: A Growing Role •
CONCLUSION • Emerging Themes.

2016/407 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-553-6 pb $28.50/£22.50

Australia: A$46.20

Politics in East Asia: 
Explaining Change and Continuity
Timothy C. Lim

“A concise, insightful examination of
evolving political structures and practices
in East Asia.” —Choice

This systematic, innovative introduction to
the dynamic politics and political
economies of China, Japan, North Korea,
South Korea, and Taiwan teaches students
how to think analytically, critically, and
independently about the most significant
developments in the region. 

The text offers in-depth coverage of
the unique experiences of each country, all
within the framework of an explicit com-
parative perspective. Throughout, the five
countries are contrasted with one another
to maximize opportunities for learning.
Covering the intertwined issues of politics,
economics, and culture, this is a book that
is ideally suited for assignment in any
social science course on East Asia.

Timothy C. Lim is professor of polit-
ical science at California State University,
Los Angeles.

CONTENTS: Explaining Change and Continuity
in East Asia • From Poverty to Prosperity in
One Generation: Explaining the Economic East
Asian “Miracle” • Crisis and Malaise: Whither
the East Asian Miracle? • Capitalism or Bust? 
• China’s Rise and North Korea’s Economic
Decay • Political Change in Japan, South
Korea, and Taiwan • Democracy After
Transition: Consolidating Political Change •
The Prospects for Political Change in China
and North Korea • East Asia as the New 
Immigrant Frontier? • Conclusion.

2014/417 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-055-5 pb $28.50/£22.95

Australia: A$46.20

Will This Be China’s
Century? A Skeptic’s View
Mel Gurtov

“Gurtov ... offers a measured assessment
of China’s global influence, writing con-
cisely about the extent of China’s develop-
ment over recent decades, but also high-
lighting real challenges and weaknesses.”

—Tim Summers, International Affairs

“A crisp and insightful meditation on the
implications of a rising China.”

—John Delury, Global Asia

Mel Gurtov takes issue with the wide-
spread view that China is on the way to
rivaling or even displacing the United
States as the dominant world power.

Gurtov identifies serious constraints
that will keep the country’s leadership
focused for the foreseeable future on chal-
lenges at home. Arguing that China’s eco-
nomic rise has exacerbated problems of
social inequality, environmental degrada-
tion, official corruption, and more—and that
its military capabilities and ambitions are
far more limited than many observers have
suggested—he makes a strong case that the
most productive US policy will be one of
engagement on issues of common concern,
rather than confrontation or containment.

Mel Gurtov is professor emeritus of
political science at Portland State University.

CONTENTS: Exploring the “Century” Issue •
Interpreting China’s Rise • Evaluating China’s
Place in the World • China’s Reach • China’s
“Good Citizenship” • Feet of Clay • The United
States by Default? • Whose Century? • Toward
Sino-US Reengagement • Reassessing the
China Challenge.

2013/205 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-58826-874-7 pb $25/£19.95

Australia: A$40.70
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