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Making US Foreign Policy: The Essentials
Ralph G. Carter

“There are numerous US foreign policy textbooks on the market, but this one is
my favorite. It tells you everything you need to know about the actors and factors
[involved], in less than 300 pages! If you are interested in US foreign policy, do not
look further ... get this book now.” —Frédérick Gagnon, University of Quebec at Montreal
“A terrific overview of the key drivers, actors, processes, and outputs of US
foreign policy. Carter distills a vast amount of knowledge into a highly readable
text that is brought to life by numerous case studies and contemporary examples.
His book will be an excellent foundational text for courses, and a valuable
reference point for foreign policy scholars.” —Jordan Tama, American University

“The second edition is even better than its outstanding predecessor.... Readers will find
the clear, analytical exposition offered here to be the best available on the subject.”
—Patrick James, University of Southern California

“Ralph Carter has achieved what I formerly considered impossible: an engaging and
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concise primer on US foreign policy that also serves as an introduction to foreign policy
analysis and touches on the major schools of IR theory. I’m sure this text will become a
standard.” —Valerie Hudson, Texas A&M University
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hether your approach to teaching US
foreign policy is thematic, historical, casestudy oriented, regional, or perhaps a blend of
several approaches, Making US Foreign Policy:
The Essentials is likely to be a text that you
will want to assign as required reading.
The text focuses on the most fundamental
questions: Who makes foreign policy decisions?
How? What accounts for particular decisions? At
the same time, discussions of current examples—
responses to Russian interference in US elections, the travel ban targeting Muslim-majority
countries, the Trump administration’s immigration policies, reactions to the murder of Saudi
journalist and US resident Jamal Khashoggi,
and many more—make the topic “real.”
Clear, concise, and reasonably priced, this
is the book that will provide your students with
a solid understanding of, and interest in, the
process by which foreign policy is made in
the current environment and the full range of
actors involved.

Ralph G. Carter is Piper Professor of
Texas and professor of political science at
Texas Christian University.
CONTENTS

• Making US Foreign Policy.
• The Impact of Theory.
• The Policy-Making Context.
• Actors in the Policy-Making Process.
• How Decisions Are Made.
• The Role of Bureaucratic Politics.
• The Role of Congress.
• The Role of Societal Actors.
• The Role of International Actors.
• Foreign Policy Outputs.
• Looking to the Future.
2020/289 pages
ISBN: 978-1-62637-813-1

pb $32.50/£25.95
Australia: A$52.80
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US Policy Toward Africa:

From our colleagues at StatecraftTM . . .

STATECRAFT SIMULATIONSTM

Eight Decades of Realpolitik

Simulate. Engage. Educate.

Herman J. Cohen

“A concise and invaluable diplomatic history of US relations with Africa.... Few
individuals have Cohen’s experience and perspective.”
—Witney Schneidman,

• Leverage technology to
engage your students
• Active learning allows
students to absorb abstract
theoretical concepts
• Working in teams fosters
student collaboration and
relationship building

Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for African affairs

“Excellent.... No one interested in US relations with Africa should fail to read
this lively account.”
—Ambassador David Passage,
Former US Ambassador to Botswana
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erman Cohen draws on both the
documentary record and his years
of on-the-ground experience to provide a uniquely
comprehensive survey and interpretation of
nearly eight decades of US policy toward Africa.
Tracing how this policy has evolved across
successive administrations since 1942 (beginning
with President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s third
term in office), Cohen illuminates the debates
that have taken place at the highest levels of
government; shows how policy toward Africa
has been affected over the years by US relations
with Europe, the Soviet Union, the Middle East,
and most recently China; and points to the
increasing reliance of Western economic interests on Africa’s natural resources. His deeply
informed narrative reveals the roles not only of
circumstance and ideology, but also of personalities, in the formulation and implementation
of US foreign policy.
Herman J. Cohen was a member of the US
Foreign Service for thirty-eight years, posted to
embassies in France, the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.
He was US ambassador to Senegal and The
Gambia and served as assistant secretary of
state for Africa under President George H.W.
Bush. Subsequently, he was senior adviser in

the Africa region at the World Bank. He is now
president of Cohen and Woods, an international
consulting firm.

—EUNBIN CHUNG, University of Utah

The foreign policy simulation is only $24.75 per student.
Sign up for your free demo today at
www.statecraftsims.com/rienner.
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Statecraft allows students to experience
first-hand the complex mix of international
and domestic pressures that states face
in the international system. I’ve seen my
students benefit greatly from playing
the game, as they emerge with a
much more sophisticated understanding
of course concepts. It’s one of the
best simulations I’ve found.

”

—JASON ENIA, Sam Houston State University
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Send your prepaid order to:
Lynne Rienner Publishers
1800 30th St., Suite 314, Boulder, CO 80301 USA
Tel: 303-444-6684 Fax: 303-444-0824
Email: cservice@rienner.com • www.rienner.com
DESK/EXAM COPIES IN THE US & CANADA:
Ebooks of paperbacks are free for 60 days (after
which your access will cease) or you can pay
$7.50 for perpetual access.
If you prefer a print copy, paperback exam
copies are available for $7.50 in the US and
$15 in Canada, shipping included. Hardcover
exam copies are available at a 50% discount,
plus shipping.
Please limit your request to 3 books and
include the name of your institution along with
the name and number of the course, its anticipated enrollment, and when it will be offered.
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Statecraft is a great way for students to actually
put themselves in the position of foreign policy
decisionmakers. It gives them a real chance to grasp
the dilemmas and difficulties in making decisions,
as well as in diplomacy and political interaction and
communication between and within countries. I think
Statecraft is a must in a foreign policy class.

Used in more than 300
universities in 15 countries,
Statecraft SimulationsTM is easy to set up,
allows for customization, and works for any class size.

CONTENTS

• The United States and Africa:
A Historical Perspective.
• Franklin D. Roosevelt: 1941–1945.
• Harry S. Truman: 1945–1953.
• Dwight D. Eisenhower: 1953–1961.
• John F. Kennedy: 1961–1963.
• Lyndon B. Johnson: 1963–1969.
• Richard M. Nixon: 1969–1974.
• Gerald Ford: 1974–1977.
• Jimmy Carter: 1977–1981.
• Ronald Reagan: 1981–1989.
• George H.W. Bush: 1989–1993.
• William J. Clinton: 1993–2001.
• George W. Bush: 2001–2009.
• Barack H. Obama: 2009–2017.
• Donald J. Trump: 2017–2019.
• Reflections on Successes and Failures.
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In Australia and New Zealand,
send orders to:
Eurospan
c/o XL Express (Logistics) Pty Ltd
11a Greenhills Avenue
Moorebank NSW 2170
Australia
Tel: + 61 (0)2 8778 9999
Fax: + 61 (0)2 8778 9944
Email: orders@tldistribution.com.au
www.eurospanbookstore.com/rienner
For inspection copies, email
inspections@eurospangroup.com.
Australian dollar prices include GST.

In Europe, send orders to:
Eurospan
Gray’s Inn House
127 Clerkenwell Road
London EC1R 5DB UK
Tel: +44 (0)20 7240-0856
Fax: +44 (0)20 7379-0609
Email: info@eurospan.co.uk
www.eurospanbookstore.com/rienner
For information on academic inspection
copies, email inspections@eurospan.co.uk.
Discounts are not available in
Australia, New Zealand, or Europe.

