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Explaining Successes in Africa:  
Things Don’t Always Fall Apart 
Erin Accampo Hern 

“A masterful study of policy successes in Africa.... This book is much more than 
a specialized monograph—it is a model for the application of the comparative 
method.... Highly recommended.” —Choice 
 

“Hern provides a robust analysis of key questions in African politics and  
development.... Well written and engaging, her book pushes conventional think-
ing about the region. Students and scholars alike will benefit from its insights.”  

—Amy Patterson, University of the South 
 

W hat does it take for African countries to 
achieve political and economic successes? 

Scholarship on Africa tends to focus on the 
barriers to reaching desired outcomes. While 
recognizing that these barriers are very real, 
Erin Hern takes a contrary, unabashedly opti-
mistic approach: rather than treating countries 
that perform well as “miracles,” she seeks to 
normalize their success, analyzing the perform-
ance of those that have made good choices in 
the face of adverse circumstances. 

Hern shows how most-similar and most-
different cases can be used to test major explan-
atory theories. Making the topic accessible to 
nonexperts, in each of five issue chapters she 
highlights two countries that have performed 
well, evaluates which theories can best explain 
their successes, and then turns to two shadow 
cases (countries that have not performed as 
well) to evaluate whether those theories remain 

plausible. Including an opening chapter that 
introduces the theory and methods of compara-
tive politics, this provocative book is ideal for 
classroom use. 

Erin Accampo Hern is associate professor 
of political science in the Maxwell School, 
Syracuse University. 

C O N T E N T S  
• Explaining Successes in Africa: Why and How.  
• Overcoming Obstacles to Economic Growth.  
• Achieving Good Governance.  
• Public Health Responses to Malaria.  
• City Planning for Climate Adaptation.  
• Advancing Gender Equality.  
• African Successes in Comparative Perspective. 
 
2023/189 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-955055-79-6                       pb $26.50/£22.95 

Australia: A$45.10 
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If you would like to receive  
email announcements of our 
new books, please sign up at 
www.rienner.com/email.

Click on any book  

to purchase!
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2ND EDIT ION 

Inside African Politics 
Kevin C. Dunn and Pierre Englebert  

“A book that is relevant not only to teaching but to broader scholarship and 
research as well.” —Gemma Bird, Journal of Modern African Studies 
 
Praise for the 1st edition: 

“Will no doubt become the standard text for years to come: a sharply written, 
well-informed, and completely up-to-date book that should find a wide audience 
beyond the classroom, as well.” —Nicolas van de Walle, Foreign Affairs 
 

“A superior textbook. Inside African Politics will appeal to undergraduates  
looking for an introduction to African politics, as well as to graduate students  
searching for broad theoretical discussions.” —Ngonidzashe Munemo, Williams College 
 

“A comprehensive tour d’horizon of African politics, as well as an incisive review of 
existing scholarship. Inside African Politics is destined to become a standard reference  
for teaching and research.” —Michael Bratton, Michigan State University 
 

T he second edition of Inside African Politics, 
updated throughout to reflect political devel-

opments across the continent, not only pro-
vides thorough coverage of the full range of 
core topics, but also furthers an awareness and 
understanding of key theoretical issues and 
current debates. 

Drawing on their extensive teaching and 
fieldwork experience, Kevin Dunn and Pierre 
Englebert offer: 

• A straightforward, accessible style, making 
even complex ideas easy to understand 

• A balanced approach, exposing multiple 
perspectives on contested issues 

• A focus on both states and citizens,  
politics from above and below 

• Discussions of existing policies, as well as 
policy implications of different approaches 

• An abundance of rich data and illustrative 
examples 

The result is both an essential text and a long- 
term resource for students and scholars alike. 

Kevin C. Dunn is Donald R. Harter 
Professor of political science at Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges. Pierre Englebert is 
H. Russell Smith Professor of International 
Relations at Pomona College, as well as senior 
fellow at the Atlantic Council’s Africa Center. 

C O N T E N T S  
• Why African Politics Matter.  
• The Evolution of African States.  
• People, Identity, and Politics.  
• The Practice of Power.  
• Regime Types Across the Spectrum.  
• The Economic Dimensions of African Politics.  
• War, Conflict, and Security.  
• The International Relations of African States. 
 
2019/477 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-807-0                            pb $35/£26.95 

Australia: A$61.60 
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6TH EDIT ION 

Understanding Contemporary Africa 
Peter J. Schraeder, editor 

“An extremely valuable and usable introductory textbook.” —Simon Lewis,  
African Studies Review 

 
Praise for the previous editions: 

“Excellent.... A remarkably sound text for introductory courses on Sub-Saharan 
Africa.” —Journal of Developing Areas 
 

“A well chosen and integrated whole.... Deserving of a prominent place in  
university programmes.” —Canadian Journal of Development Studies 

 

T he sixth edition of Understanding Contem-
porary Africa, and the first under the editor-

ship of Peter Schraeder, combines the strengths 
of the previous editions with coverage of new 
topics suggested over the years by the many 
instructors who regularly assign the text in 
their classes. 

Entirely new chapters on the politics of 
public health, the changing roles of women, 
LGBTIQ rights, environmental challenges, 
and population and urbanization, along with 
new treatments of such classic topics as geog-
raphy, history, politics, economics, inter-
national relations, and more, make for an 
unparalleled introduction to the complexities 
of Africa today. 

Peter J. Schraeder is professor of political 
science and dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Loyola University Chicago. 

C O N T E N T S  
• Introducing Africa—P.J. Schraeder.  
• A Geographic Preface—J.W. Neff and A. Hii.  
• The Historical Context—T. O’Toole 

 and K.L. Dobbs.  
• Politics—P.J. Schraeder.  
• Economies and Development—M. Kevane.  
• International Relations—P.J. Schraeder.  
• Population and Urbanization—J.W. Paller.  
• Public Health—A.S. Patterson.  
• Environmental Challenges—G.A. Myers.  
• Family and Kinship—B.G. Hoffman.  
• Roles of Women—G. Bauer.  
• LGBTIQ Rights—M. Epprecht, S.N. Nyeck,  

and S.M. Rodriguez.  
• Religion—A. Moyo and P.J. Schraeder.  
• Looking Ahead—P.J. Schraeder. 
 
2020/479 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-894-0                           pb $35/£26.50 

Australia: A$61.60 
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NOW IN PAPERBACK!  

Africa’s New Global Politics:  
Regionalism in International Relations 
Rita Kiki Edozie and Moses Khisa 

“This well-constructed, thoughtful book is highly recommended.” —Choice 
 

“Edozie and Khisa illuminate the agency that Africa exercises in international 
politics, sharing evidence that the continent’s states are collectively shaping 
international discourse and policy outcomes.” —Peter Penar, Davidson College 
 

“An important, and persuasive, sustained argument about the role of Africa as 
both a product and a driver of a new global politics.”               —Thomas Tieku,  
                                                                                                                     University of Western Ontario 
 

T he African Union’s threat to lead African 
states’ mass withdrawal from the International 

Criminal Court in 2008 marked just one of 
many encounters that demonstrate African 
leaders’ growing confidence and activism in 
international relations. Rita Kiki Edozie and 
Moses Khisa explore the myriad ways in 
which the continent’s diplomatic engagement 
and influence in the global arena has been 
expanding in recent decades. 

Focusing in particular on collective action 
through the institutional platform of the AU—
while acknowledging the internal challenges 
involved—the authors show how Africa’s role 
as a dynamic world region is both shaping and 
being shaped by current trends in global devel-
opment and geopolitics. 

Rita Kiki Edozie is professor in the 
Department of Conflict Resolution, Human 

Security, and Global Governance at the 
University of Massachusetts–Boston. Moses 
Khisa is associate professor of political sci-
ence and Africana studies at North Carolina 
State University. 

C O N T E N T S  
• African Regionalism in a Plural World.  
• The Making of Africa’s International Relations.  
• Toward Common African Positions.  
• Building a Regional Security Complex.  
• Africanizing Transnational Justice.  
• The Pan-African Global Economy.  
• Engaging China as Partner or Patron?  
• Africa’s New Global Politics. 
 
2022/221 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-962551-11-3                       pb $28.50/£24.50 

Australia: A$48.40 
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Africa’s International Relations:  
Balancing Domestic and Global Interests 
Beth Elise Whitaker and John F. Clark 

“Brings together a deep appreciation for the region’s historical context with 
important theoretical insights from the major traditions of international relations 
theory. This text will be of great value to both students and policymakers eager to 
understand how African countries relate to each other and the rest of the world.”  

—Michael Byron Nelson, Monmouth College 
 

“To explain Africa’s international relations in one book is a daunting challenge, 
one that the authors have fully met.... I will certainly adopt this book as a required 

text for my classes.” —Emmanuel Uwalaka, St. Louis University 
 

C omprehensive and engaging, this timely 
introduction to Africa’s international rela-

tions explores how power, interests, and ideas 
influence interactions both among the conti-
nent’s states and between African states and 
other actors in the global arena. 

How has history shaped the international 
relations of African states and peoples? What 
role does identity play? How are foreign poli-
cies linked to domestic political dynamics, and 
especially to the pursuit of regime security? 
How are states grappling with the tensions 
between sovereignty and external pressures? 
These are among the questions answered as the 
authors address a wide range of ongoing and 
emerging challenges, all in historical and theo-
retical context. In addition, a case study at the 
end of each chapter illustrates key concepts 
and reflects an ongoing debate. The result is an 
ideal text for students, as well as an invaluable 
resource for researchers and policymakers. 

Beth Elise Whitaker is associate professor 
of political science at the University of North 
Carolina at Charlotte. John F. Clark is profes-
sor of politics and international relations at 
Florida International University. 
 

C O N T E N T S  
• Understanding Africa’s International Relations.  
HISTORICAL CONTEXT.  
• From Kingdoms to States.  
• Africa During the Cold War.  
THE PURSUIT OF FREEDOM AND DEVELOPMENT.  
• Foreign Aid and Economic Conditionality.  
• External Pressures for Political Reform  

and Human Rights.  
• The Elusive Goal of African Unity.  
THE CHALLENGES OF SECURITY.  
• The Regionalization of Conflict.  
• Humanitarian Assistance and Peace Operations.  
• The Politics of Migration.  
ENGAGING WITH EXTERNAL ACTORS.  
• Africa and the United States.  
• Africa and Europe.  
• Africa and the Emerging Powers.  
CONCLUSION.  
• International Relations and Domestic  

Politics Entwined. 
 
2019/418 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-737-0                       pb $32.50/£27.95 

Australia: A$55 
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Praise for the previous editions: 

“Thoughtful, well written ... [This] book leads 
the student to a deep understanding of the 
actors at work in Africa’s development.”  

—Barry Riddell, Canadian Journal  
of Development Studies 

 
“Treating both political and economic themes 
with admirable clarity, [Moss] walks the reader 
briskly through Africa’s colonial legacy, the 
syndrome of personal rule, the economic liabili-
ties of conflict, and the challenges of democratic 
reform.... Provides a thorough and critical but 
fair-minded treatment in a style that is plainspo-
ken and often witty.” —Peter Lewis, Foreign Affairs 
 

B oth authoritative and accessible, African Develop-
ment introduces the issues, actors, and institutions 

at play in development trajectories across sub-Saharan 
Africa. It uniquely brings to life the collective impact 
of history, economics, and politics on development 
in the region. 

Todd J. Moss is senior fellow at the Center for 
Global Development and nonresident scholar at Rice 

3RD EDIT ION 

African Development: Making Sense of the Issues and Actors 
Todd J. Moss and Danielle Resnick 

University’s Baker Institute and the Payne 
Institute at the Colorado School of Mines. 
Danielle Resnick is senior research fellow  
in the Development Strategy and Governance 
Division of the International Food Policy 
Research Institute. 
 
CONTENTS: The Complexities of African Development. 
HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXT. The Colonial 
Legacy. Big Men, Personal Rule, and Patronage Politics. 
Party Systems and Democratic Trajectories. Conflict,  
War, and State Fragility. CORE DEVELOPMENT QUESTIONS. 
Growth and Transformation. The Political Economy of 
Policy Reform. The International Aid System. Debt...  
and Déjà Vu? Poverty, Health, and Human Development. 
Demography, Urbanization, and Inequality. REGIONALISM 
AND GLOBALIZATION. The African Union and Regional 
Institutions. World Trade and Late Industrialization. Private 
Investment and the Business Environment. CONCLUSION. 
Uncertainty and Optimism. 
 
2018/313 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-724-0                        pb $29.95/£23.50 

Australia: A$52.80 
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US Policy Toward Africa: 
Eight Decades of Realpolitik 
Herman J. Cohen 

“In a time when respectful political dis-
cussions are increasingly difficult, Cohen’s 
account gives an honest, if even unflattering, 
take on history.” —Caleb Slayton, The Bridge 
 
“[This] comprehensive political history of 
US-African relations carefully chronicles 
American policy on the continent across 
successive presidencies, from the administra-
tion of Franklin Roosevelt to that of Donald 
Trump.” —Nicolas van de Walle, Foreign Affairs 
 
Herman Cohen draws on both the documen-
tary record and his years of on-the-ground 
experience to provide a uniquely compre-
hensive survey and interpretation of nearly 
eight decades of US policy toward Africa. 

Tracing how this policy has evolved 
across successive administrations, cover-
ing 1942–2019, Cohen illuminates the 
debates that have taken place at the highest 
levels of government; shows how policy 
toward Africa has been affected over the 
years by US relations with Europe, the 
Soviet Union, the Middle East, and most 
recently China; and points to the increasing 
reliance of Western economic interests  
on Africa’s natural resources. His deeply 
informed narrative reveals the roles not 
only of circumstance and ideology, but 
also of personalities, in the formulation 
and implementation of US foreign policy. 

Herman J. Cohen was a member of 
the US Foreign Service for thirty-eight 
years. He also served as assistant secretary 
of state for Africa under President George 
H. W. Bush. He is now president of Cohen 
and Woods, an international consulting firm. 
 
2020/280 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-870-4            pb $35/£29.95 
An ADST-DACOR Diplomats         Australia: A$59.40 
and Diplomacy Book 

3RD EDITION 

The Making of 
Contemporary Africa:  
The Development of African 
Society Since 1800 
Bill Freund 

“A landmark in African historiography.... 
well planned and clearly written.”  

—John Lonsdale, Journal of African History 
 
This comprehensive yet accessible text 
critically traces the complex trajectory of 
African society, culture, economy, and 
politics across more than two centuries. 

Appearing nearly two decades after 
the previous edition was published, the third 
edition of The Making of Contemporary 
Africa has not only been revised through-
out, but also includes two entirely new 
chapters: one specifically on the twenty-
first century and one on postindependence 
cultural and social history. 

The late Bill Freund was professor 
emeritus of economic history at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal. 
 
CONTENTS: Africanist History and the History  
of Africa. Material and Cultural Development 
in Africa Before the Nineteenth Century. The 
European Intrusion in the Era of Merchant 
Capital. The Era of Legitimate Commerce, 
1800–1870. The Conquest of Africa. The 
Material Basis of Colonial Society, 1900–1940. 
Culture, Class, and Social Change in Colonial 
Africa, 1900–1940. Industrialization and South 
African Society, 1900–1940. The Decolonization 
of Africa, 1940–1960. Tropical Africa, 1960–
1980: Class, State, and the Problem of 
Development. Southern Africa: The Liberation 
Struggles. Structural Adjustment Kicks In. 
Democracies, Dictatorships, and Disasters: Africa 
into the Twenty-First Century. A New Africa: 
Cultural and Social History Since Independence. 
 
2016/356 pages  
ISBN: 978-1-62637-576-5       pb $32.50/£27.95 

Australia: A$55 
US, US dependencies, and Canada only 

Adventures in  
Zambian Politics:  
A Story in Black and White 
Guy Scott 

“This excellent book is a revealing account 
of ... African politics from the inside. It is 
also a splendid rebuke to those ... who are 
content or even eager to settle for tabloid 
understandings of African politicians.”  

—Calum Fisher, Africa 
 
“Engrossing, entertaining, and packed 
with insights, wisdom and a dash of 
humour.... This book deserves to become 
an African classic.”             —Michael Holman,  

former Africa editor, Financial Times 
 
As Miles Larmer writes in the foreword, 
Adventures in Zambian Politics is unlike 
any political memoir you have ever read. 

It is ... a political history of Zambia 
from colonial times to the present. A reveal-
ing insider account of politics and govern-
ment within a modern African state. A story 
about race in Africa. A chronicle of the rise 
and fall of two improbable political allies 
who wanted to change Zambian politics: 
Michael Sata, whose convoluted political 
career led him to become president in 
2011, and Guy Scott, Sata’s vice president 
and, after Sata’s death, acting president of 
Zambia. Not least, it is a pleasure to read. 

Guy Scott’s absorbing narrative of his 
career and Michael Sata’s in the chaotic 
world of African politics tells a uniquely 
Zambian story. But it is also a special con-
tribution to our understanding of democra-
cy and democratization across Africa. 

Guy Scott was acting president of 
Zambia after the death of President Michael 
Sata. Prior to that he was vice president 
(2011–2014) and had also served as minis-
ter of agriculture and an opposition leader 
in the Zambian parliament. 
 
2021/259 pages 
ISBN: 978-1-62637-959-6       pb $29.95/£25.50 

Australia: A$50.60 
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